
 
September 28, 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
Joseph Desormeau, Site Manager 
Office of Legacy Management 
U.S. Department of Energy 
2597 B ¾ Road 
Grand Junction, CO  81503 
 
SUBJECT:   COMMENTS ON THE PHOTOVOLTAIC SOLAR PROJECT DRAFT 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AT DURANGO, CO   
 
Dear Mr. Desormeau: 
 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff has reviewed the draft Environmental 
Assessment (EA) dated August 11, 2010.  NRC’s comments suggesting increased frequency of 
inspections are enclosed.   
 
In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC’s “Rules of Practice for Domestic Licensing 
Proceedings and Issuance of Orders,” a copy of this letter will be available for public inspection 
in the NRC Public Document Room or from the Publicly Available Records component of NRC’s 
Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS).  ADAMS is accessible 
from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Jim Shepherd, either by 
telephone at (301) 415-6712, or by e-mail at James.Shepherd@nrc.gov. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

/RA/ 
 
      Bruce A. Watson, Branch Chief 
      Reactor Decommissioning Branch 
      Decommissioning and Uranium Recovery 

  Licensing Directorate 
      Division of Waste Management 
        and Environmental Protection 
      Office of Federal and State Materials 
        and Environmental Management Programs 
 
Enclosure: 
NRC’s Comments 
 
cc:  R. Bush, DOE 
       T. Pauling, DOE 
       B. Darr, DOE 
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NRC COMMENTS ON DOE DRAFT EA 
PHOTOVOLTAIC SOLAR PROJECT AT DURANGO, COLORADO 

 
 
 
1. NRC notes the conservatisms present in the cell design and DOE's intent to immediately fix 

any problems that may occur. 
 
2. The LTSP should be modified so that DOE performs more frequent  inspections:   
 

2.1. At least once every month and after the occurrence of a severe rainfall event (rainfall 
greater than one inch in 6 hours).   

 
2.2. Could be cursory site walkovers to assess any changes that may have occurred at the 

site, such as erosion or settlement.   
 

2.3. Inspection frequency could be reduced after some period of time, if the site is 
performing adequately.   

 
3. DOE should ensure it can require the lessee to fix the problem immediately, so that no 

health hazards would be created.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enclosure 
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