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On July 21, 2010, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff held a Category 1 
public meeting with representatives of Southern California Edison Company (SCE) at NRC 
Headquarters in Rockville, Maryland. SCE requested the pre-application meeting to brief the 
NRC staff about its planned submittal of an exemption request and an associated license 
amendment request (LAR) for the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS), Units 2 
and 3, to allow for the future use of AREVA fuel assemblies in both units. The meeting was 
noticed on July 7,2010. The list of meeting participants is enclosed. SCE's presentation slides 
are available through the NRC's Agencywide Documents Access and Management System 
(ADAMS), at ADAMS Accession No. ML102660187. 

SCE intends to request approval for the permanent use of AREVA fuel assemblies in SONGS, 
Units 2 and 3 beginning in the Unit 3 Cycle 17 core, currently scheduled for startup in November 
2012. To support this, SCE is planning a licensing submittal in the second quarter of 2011 with 
a supplement to topical report SCE-9801-P-A, "Reload Analysis Methodology for the San 
Onofre Nuclear Generating Station Units 2 and 3", dated June 1999. 

SCE began its presentation by describing the design and history of the existing Combustion 
Engineering (CE, now Westinghouse) 16x16 fuel assemblies currently in use at SONGS, 
Units 2 and 3, and its goals for improved fuel performance. The planned conversion to the 
AREVA fuel is intended to reduce the occurrence of grid-to-rod fretting fuel failures while still 
meeting the site high-seismic design requirements, and to support a transition to longer fuel 
cycles. At the next refueling outage for SONGS, Unit 2, SCE will examine the eight AREVA 
lead fuel assemblies (LFAs) currently in the core, to confirm the expected improved fretting 
behavior of the AREVA fuel. 

SCE described the planned changes to the SONGS, Units 2 and 3, Technical Specifications 
and other licensing basis documents to support the application of the AREVA accident analysis 
and fuel mechanical design methods to SONGS, including the planned revisions to 
SCE-9801-P-A for the use of AREVA CE-HTP fuel. This topical report describes the reload 
analysis methodology currently used for core design and Updated Final Safety Analysis Report 
Chapter 15 safety analyses. The existing approved methods and computer codes used by SCE 
will continue to be used, but modifications are necessary to implement AREVA fuel-specific 
information into the reload analysis process (e.g., critical heat flux correlations, M5 cladding 
properties). The licensing submittal will also include a request for a permanent exemption from 
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the provisions of Section 50.46 of Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) and 
10 CFR 50, Appendix K, to allow the use of the AREVA CE-HTP fuel, without the restrictions 
imposed under the existing temporary exemption granted by NRC for the AREVA LFAs in use in 
SONGS, Unit 2. 

The NRC staff provided several comments in response to SCE's presentation. In reference to a 
similar change for the Calvert Cliffs plant, the staff stated that it raised issues regarding two 
different fuel burnup limits for the old and new fuel types. The staff asked who (SCE or a third 
party) would own the rights to computer codes and related core reload methodologies, 
particularly in the interim period when the reactor cores will be loaded with multiple fuel types. 
The NRC staff also asked whether the planned LAR would include commitments regarding the 
implementation of the AREVA analytical methods, or whether they would be addressed in the 
revised topical report. SCE stated that those questions would be addressed in the LAR. 

SCE provided its proposed schedule for the project; the application is to be submitted in the 
second quarter of 2011, with NRC approval to be requested by October 2012. Due to the scope 
and complexity of the changes in methods and licensing basis documents necessary to support 
the transition to the AREVA fuel, the NRC staff recommended a follow-up meeting prior to the 
licensee's submittal, to clearly identify the extent of the changes in methodology and to mutually 
understand which of those changes require prior NRC review and approval. 

No members of the public were in attendance; one member of the public participated by 
telephone. No Public Meeting Feedback forms were submitted for ~h~i~~eeting. 
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the provisions of Section 50.46 of Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) and 
10 CFR 50, Appendix K, to allow the use of the AREVA CE-HTP fuel, without the restrictions 
imposed under the existing temporary exemption granted by NRC for the AREVA LFAs in use in 
SONGS, Unit 2. 

The NRC staff provided several comments in response to SCE's presentation. In reference to a 
similar change for the Calvert Cliffs plant, the staff stated that it raised issues regarding two 
different fuel burnup limits for the old and new fuel types. The staff asked who (SCE or a third 
party) would own the rights to computer codes and related core reload methodologies, 
particularly in the interim period when the reactor cores will be loaded with multiple fuel types. 
The NRC staff also asked whether the planned LAR would include commitments regarding the 
implementation of the AREVA analytical methods, or whether they would be addressed in the 
revised topical report. SCE stated that those questions would be addressed in the LAR. 

SCE provided its proposed schedule for the project; the application is to be submitted in the 
second quarter of 2011, with NRC approval to be requested by October 2012. Due to the scope 
and complexity of the changes in methods and licensing basis documents necessary to support 
the transition to the AREVA fuel, the NRC staff recommended a follow-up meeting prior to the 
licensee's submittal, to clearly identify the extent of the changes in methodology and to mutually 
understand which of those changes require prior NRC review and approval. 

No members of the public were in attendance; one member of the public participated by 
telephone. No Public Meeting Feedback forms were submitted for this meeting. 
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