
 
 
 
     September 27, 2010 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Cori Lombard, Legal Fellow 
Nuclear Program and Water Program 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
1200 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 400 
Washington, DC  20005 
 
SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO CONCERNS IN LETTER ATTACHED TO AN E-MAIL OF  
  SEPTEMBER 20, 2010 REGARDING THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT  
  STATEMENT FOR MOORE RANCH PROJECT 
 
Dear Ms. Lombard: 
 
 Enclosed please find the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s response to the letter 

attached to your e-mail of September 20, 2010.  If you have any questions, please contact the 

Project Manager, Mr. Behram Shroff at (301) 415-0666, or by e-mail at Behram.Shroff@nrc.gov. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
      /RA/ 
 
      Kevin Hsueh, Chief 
      Environmental Review Branch B 
      Environmental Protection and 
        Performance Assessment Directorate 
      Division of Waste Management  
        and Environmental Protection 
      Office of Federal and State Materials  
        and Environmental Management Programs 
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To the Representatives of the Organizations (listed below) who signed the September 20, 2010, 
Letter: 
 
Brian Shields, Amigos Bravos 
Candace Head-Dylla, Bluewater Valley Downstream Alliance 
Rose Marie Cecchini, MM, Catholic Charities of Gallup Diocese 
Lilias Jones Jarding, Clean Water Alliance 
Travis E. Stills, Energy Minerals Law Center 
Geoff Fettus, Natural resources Defense Council 
Eric Jantz, New Mexico Environmental Law Center 
Debra L. White Plume, Owe Aku (Bring Back the Way) 
Sister Joan Brown, Partnership for Earth Spirituality 
Shannon Anderson, Powder River Basin Resource Council 
Chris Shuey, Southwest Research and Information Center 
Jeffrey C. Parsons, Western Mining Action Project 
Jonathan B. Ratner, Western Watersheds Project 
Steve Jones, Wyoming Outdoor Council 
 
This responds to concerns raised in your letter of September 20, 2010, regarding the Final 
Generic Environmental Impact Statement for In-Situ Leach (ISL) Uranium Milling Facilities NRC-
2008-0420 (Final GEIS) and the Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Moore Ranch  
In-Situ Recovery (ISR) Project in Campbell County, Wyoming, Supplement to the Generic 
Environmental Impact Statement for In-Situ Leach Uranium Milling Facilities Final Report NRC-
2009-0364 (Moore Ranch FEIS).  In the letter, you urge the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) to withdraw and revise the GEIS and Moore Ranch FEIS before issuing a 
decision on the Moore Ranch, or any ISL uranium milling facility, licensing application.   
 
The NRC has reviewed your letter and earlier public comments on the GEIS and the Moore 
Ranch draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS).  We appreciate your effort 
in reviewing these documents.  NRC has determined that the concerns expressed in your letter 
were previously raised during the public comment periods for either the GEIS or the draft SEIS 
for Moore Ranch ISR project and were considered during the preparation of the GEIS and/or the 
Moore Ranch FEIS.  Appendix B of the Moore Ranch FEIS responds to public comments 
received on the Moore Ranch draft SEIS.  The NRC also revised the Moore Ranch draft SEIS in 
response to many of these public comments by adding more detailed explanations and 
information on various topics.  Some of the revisions to the Moore Ranch FEIS include 
Appendix C which adds a more detailed explanation of the criteria and process NRC uses to 
review and approve an alternative concentration limit for a hazardous constituent and Appendix 
D which adds a more detailed air emissions analysis for the Moore Ranch ISR facility.   
 
In light of these actions, the NRC does not intend to withdraw and revise the GEIS or Moore 
Ranch FEIS before deciding whether to issue a license for the Moore Ranch ISR Project.  The 
NRC decision whether to issue the Moore Ranch ISR facility license will be based on our 
comprehensive evaluation of the entire Moore Ranch license application, as described in the 
Moore Ranch FEIS and the associated Safety Evaluation Report.  The NRC will issue a source 
material license if it finds that the application complies with the standards and requirements of 
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended, and the Commission’s regulations.   
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The NRC appreciates the participation of public interest groups.  The receipt of public 
comments from interested stakeholders provides valuable information that helps to improve our 
decision-making process. 
   
Thank you for your comments and concerns.  We look forward to continued interaction with the 
stakeholders on regulatory issues of interest in the future.  Should you have any further 
questions or concerns, please contact Mr. Behram Shroff at 301-415-0666, or by e-mail at 
Behram.Shroff@nrc.gov. 
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