October 6, 2010

MEMORANDUM TO: Rani L. Franovich, Chief
Performance Assessment Branch
Division of Inspection and Regional Support
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

FROM: Audrey L. Klett /RA/
Performance Assessment Branch
Division of Inspection and Regional Support
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF THE REACTOR OVERSIGHT PROCESS MONTHLY
PUBLIC MEETING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 15, 2010

On September 15, 2010, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff (i.e., the staff) hosted
the Reactor Oversight Process (ROP) monthly public meeting with the Nuclear Energy Institute
(NEI) ROP Task Force and other industry representatives (i.e., the industry). Enclosure 1
contains the meeting attendance list, and Enclosure 2 contains the meeting handouts.
Additional documents discussed at the meeting can be found at ADAMS Accession

Number ML102571410. Meeting attendees discussed topics related to inspection, assessment,
operating experience, and performance indicators (PIs).

The staff informed the industry that the next public meeting regarding the revision of NUREG-
1022 will occur on October 14, 2010. The staff also informed the industry that the NRC is not
changing its philosophy of applying credit for licensee-identified findings. The staff intends to
address perceived variability in the staff’'s understanding of the definitions of self-revealing and
licensee-identified findings in Inspection Manual Chapter (IMC) 0612, “Power Reactor
Inspection Reports.” The staff mentioned that licensees can communicate their disagreements
with inspectors’ characterizations of identification credit to NRC regional management during
inspections.

The staff informed the industry that it intends to have a draft revision of IMC 0305, “Operating
Reactor Assessment Program,” available in October 2010. After the staff provides the NRC
regional offices with the draft for comment, the staff will also make a draft publicly available.
The staff also discussed its interpretation of the parallel Pl inspection finding guidance in
IMC 0305.

The staff discussed its intent to issue two NRC Information Notices related to repetitive failures
in turbine-driven auxiliary feedwater systems and failures of safety-related ventilation systems.
The NRC also invited the industry to provide a description of voluntary initiatives it has
implemented to improve nuclear power plant safety. The staff would use this description in
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preparation for the upcoming International Regulatory Review Service review of the NRC. The
staff informed the industry that the staff is revising its internal operating experience instructions.
Additional information can be found in Enclosure 2.

Staff and industry discussed two unresolved white papers concerning (1) monitoring emergency
diesel generator (EDG) fuel oil transfer pumps (FOTP) as part of the mitigating system
performance index (MSPI) and (2) revising the component failure mode definitions for EDGs.
The staff and industry discussed the exclusion of the first run-hour in the EDG failure-to-run
calculation and agreed to look into potential implications. The industry stated it would provide
its results of a simulation using the Consolidated Data Entry (CDE) software. The industry also
stated it would prepare a white paper that discusses the considerations for having either a
separate monitored component solution or some language that articulates how failures of a
FOTP could cause an EDG failure.

The staff discussed the effort to revise NEI 99-02 to include guidance for updating MSPI basis
documents. The staff provided its response (ML102571410) to initial industry feedback. The
industry provided additional feedback during the meeting, and the staff will provide an additional
response at the next meeting. The staff also noticed that portions of NEI 99-02, Appendix B,
need to be updated to incorporate changes made to CDE in February 2010.

The staff and industry continued discussions on the safety system functional failure (SSFF) PI
green/white performance band threshold. In a previous meeting, NEI expressed a desire to
reconsider the guidance for determining the effective date of a licensee event report (LER). At
that time, the staff responded that a dialogue on this matter should also include a discussion of
the Pl green-to-white threshold and the merit of developing a white-to-yellow threshold. In the
September 15, 2010, meeting, the staff provided a preliminary analysis (ML102571410 and
Enclosure 2) of SSFF trends and indicated that the current threshold may not be meaningful
because it was affected by outliers that inflated the average number of SSFFs. The industry
stated it was willing to look at the data but cautioned that the average SSFF values may be
affected by changes to NUREG-1022 or the interpretation thereof. The industry provided the
staff with an SSFF reconciliation project paper (ML043410335), dated October 27, 2004, from a
November 2004 meeting on the MSPI and ROP. The industry also provided a graph showing a
comparison of SSFF and safety system failure (SSF) averages per unit (Enclosure 2).

The industry provided a revision to FAQ 09-10, but the FAQ remains on-hold pending further
discussions between the NRC and industry emergency preparedness staff. The staff and
industry discussed the proposed response to FAQ 10-02 regarding the Unplanned Scrams with
Complications (USwC) PI and will continue the discussion on the definition of stabilized plant
conditions for various reactor types to define the scram response time period at the next ROP
monthly meeting. The industry also intends to provide a white paper about the USwC PI.

Recently, there was an instance in which NEI 99-02 guidance interpretation issues were not
submitted to the ROP Working Group in a timely manner. To maintain Pl program
effectiveness, all guidance interpretation questions need to be brought to the attention of the
ROP Working Group in a timely manner. Because Pls are only applicable during a specified
duration, a long delay between the date of the event and the FAQ submittal can impair the
effectiveness of the PI. Therefore, the staff intends to propose revisions to NEI 99-02 at the
next meeting that will allow the NRC to submit FAQs generated by NRC staff.
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The industry suggested that the NRC develop a public Web site for this meeting and post
meeting handouts on the Web site in preparation for the meeting.

The status of FAQs is as follows:

TempNo. | PI Topic Status Plant/Co.
09-10 EPO2 Common EOF Participation | On Hold Generic
10-02 IE04 USwC Discussed Generic

The next ROP monthly public meeting will be held on October 20, 2010. The following ROP
monthly public meeting is tentatively scheduled for December 1, 2010.

Enclosures:
1. Attendance List — September 15, 2010
2. Meeting Agenda and Handouts
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ATTENDANCE LIST - ROP PUBLIC MEETING - September 15, 2010

Name:

Gary Miller
Randall D. Hart
Bryan Ford
David Gullott
Roy Linthicum
Robin Ritzman
Glen Masters
Jim Slider

Tom Houghton
Jim Peschel
Audrey Kiett
Stacy Schumann
Kevin Roche
Eric Thomas
Mike King

Jesse Robles
John Thompson
Jeremy Bowen
Lawrence Criscione
Rani Franovich
Stephen Vaughn
Greg Sosson
Deann Raleigh
Dave Midlik
Duane Kanitz
Carlos Sisco
Lenny Sueper

Affiliation:
Dominion

Duke Energy
Entergy

Exelon

Exelon

First Energy
INPO

NEI

NEI

NextEra Energy
NRC

NRC

NRC

NRC

NRC

NRC

NRC

NRC

NRC

NRC

NRC

PSEG Nuclear
Scientech
Southern Nuclear
STARS
Winston & Strawn
Xcel Energy
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