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August 13, 2010

Tomas Herrera
Office of Federal and State Materials

and Environmental Management Programs
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Re: REQUEST FOR INPUT ON THE COURSES CURRENTLY INCLUDED IN THE
TRAINING CURRICULA FOR MATERIALS LICENSE REVIEWERS AND MATERIALS
INSPECTORS (FSME-10-058)

Dear Mr. Herrera:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input to the training manual working group. Following
are comments collected from Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) radioactive
material inspectors. As an overall statement the courses developed and provided to DSHS staff
are greatly appreciated and very informative. We would like to note that these core courses are
required training for Agreement State inspection and licensing staff. As such we request that
the Agreement States be considered along with the NRC inspectors when accounting for the
number of courses offered so that Agreement State staff attendance could meet the needs of
the many staff in the Agreement State programs. There has been an issue ensuring that Texas’
inspectors receive the proper courses in a timely manner.

Course: Inspection Procedures Course

This course has been very informative and had several NRC inspectors explaining their
method of accounting for a review of the various programs that utilize radioactive materials.
One issue with this course is the need to implement Agreement State inspectors as trainers in
the course. This is would allow for discussion of a wider array of experiences with a greater
number of licensees and types of licenses

Course: Root Cause/Incident Investigation Workshop

Due to the fact that a radioactive materials (byproduct material) inspector does not
perform in depth investigations on a day to day basis, this course’s focus is of less assistance
than it would be to a nuclear power reactor inspector. To be of more assistance to the materials
inspectors this course’s focus should be changed to what an inspector would do if the situation
were to arise where they had to fully investigate various complaint and/or incidents. A variety of
situations could be presented on a daily basis to the audience, and the audience could present
their method of approach for analyzing the situation. Since the course is made up of audience
members from various backgrounds of the NRC and the Agreement State programs, then the
rest of the audience could note the different approaches to identifying the problem that
occurred, the resolution that is presented to the licensee, the review for corrective action, etc.
With all the reporting event information that is presented to the NRC, there is ample support for
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the investigations that have occurred by the NRC and the Agreement State programs.

Course: Transportation of Radioactive Materials

This course requires thorough evaluation. The materials that have been presented are
very broad, diverse, and not specific to inspectors. The focus of this course should be aimed at
inspection situations. Explanation of the Department of Transportation (DOT) information should
be presented in conjunction with examples from common licensees such as industrial
radiography, portable gauges and diagnostic facilities who ship limited quantity packages and
how the regulations specifically apply to those licensees.

Course: Brachytherapy, Gamma Knife, and Emerging Technologies Course
Our only comment here is to provide a means of greater course availability. The
opportunity to attend this course has been very limited.

Final questions:

Should any course be removed from the license reviewer and inspector qualification
requirements? No, the courses that are required by the inspectors have been of assistance
only the format of the courses should be reviewed and updated.

Should any new courses be created and should they be required for license reviewer and
inspector qualification? Yes, the nuclear pharmacy course that has been piloted should be
added; however, the course should ensure review of the physical layout of a nuclear pharmacy.
Discussion of cyclotrons and the production process for PET should be included in the course.

The NRC Materials Control & Security Systems and Principles Course: This course needs
to be reviewed for changes so that it relates directly to security issues at licensees other than
the level of security seen at nuclear power reactors or weapon facilities. For example, what
security is seen at a broad scope licensee or at a Blood Bank where there are irradiators?
There is not just one method of implementing security so the course should show the methods
that have been chosen by licensees rather than limiting information to the high tech integration
currently displayed throughout this course. Examples of what license reviewers have received
during the application process to explain security methods should also be included in the
course. Currently this course spends too much time addressing issues that are rarely seen by
inspectors. Safety culture is very important, but it should be presented in a manner that is
feasible for varying types of licensees. Due to great number of industrial radiography security
inspections performed by Agreement State inspectors, using these experienced inspectors
would provide real world examples and information to assist in the training.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. If you have questions or need further
information, feel free to contact me at 512-834-6770 ext. 2003 or
Darice.Bailey@dshs.state.tx.us.

Sincerely,
Darice G. Bailey, Manager

Texas Department of State Health Services
Inspection Unit, Radioactive Materials
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