
 
 
 

September 16, 2010 
 
 
 
Le Petomane II, Inc. 
Trustee 
35 E. Wacker Dr. 
Suite 1550 
Chicago, IL  60601 
 
SUBJECT: BRECKENRIDGE DISPOSAL SITE, ST. LOUIS, MICHIGAN 
 (FORMALLY NWI LAND MANAGEMENT) 
 
Dear Mr. Steinberg: 
 
On August 5, 2010, during the excavation of radiologically-contaminated soil at the 
Breckenridge Disposal Site located outside St. Louis, Michigan, two 55-gallon drums were 
unearthed and accidentally breached by the excavating equipment of your contractor, 
EnergySolutions.  One drum leaked all of its contents while a second drum leaked all but a 
small portion of its contents.  As required by your contractor’s Project Health and Safety Plan, 
work was immediately halted, the site was secured, and steps were taken to assure the safety 
of personnel on site.  The U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) coordinated a timely 
response to this situation to ensure public health and safety and appropriate regulatory 
engagement. 
 
At your direction, samples of the drums’ contents were subsequently collected and sent for 
laboratory analysis.  Once obtained, the results of the laboratory analysis were forwarded to the 
State of Michigan, which has regulatory jurisdiction over chemical hazards at the Breckenridge 
site, and to the NRC, which has regulatory jurisdiction over radiological hazards.  As outlined in 
a letter dated September 9, 2010, from Ms. Trisha Confer, State of Michigan, to Tanya O’Neill, 
Foley & Larder, LLP, the State considered the incident to be an accidental spill, recommended 
that the site take necessary precautions to prevent any further accidental spills, and concluded 
that remediation activities at the Breckenridge site could continue. 
 
The NRC has also determined that remediation activities at Breckenridge can continue.  The 
NRC’s determination is based in part on the State’s conclusion, and on the NRC’s own 
independent review of your contractor’s Work Plan and Project Health and Safety Plan, which, 
as they currently exist, are adequate to support continued remediation of the Breckenridge site.  
The NRC understands that your contractor, as recommended by the State of Michigan, is 
modifying its Work Instructions to take necessary precautions to prevent any further accidental 
spills (the Work Instructions do not require NRC review and approval, although they are subject 
to review during the inspection activities).  Therefore, the NRC also has no objection to 
EnergySolutions restarting remediation activities at the Breckenridge site.  As before, the NRC 
will conduct inspections of site remediation work, as well as conduct independent confirmatory 
surveys. 
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In accordance with Title 10 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 2.390 of the NRC’s “Rules of 
Practice,” a copy of this letter will be available electronically for public inspection in the NRC 
Public Document Room or from the NRC's Agencywide Documents Access and Management 
System (ADAMS), accessible from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/ 
adams.html. 
 
If you have any questions or require clarification of any of the information stated above, please 
contact Mr. William Snell at (630) 926-1250 or Mr. Mike McCann at (630) 829-9856. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
/RA/ By Wayne J. Slawinski 
For/ 
 
Christine A. Lipa, Chief 
Materials Control, ISFSI and  
    Decommissioning Branch 
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety 
 

Docket No.: 040-06264(Terminated) 
License No.: SMB-00833(Terminated) 
 
cc: R. Skowronek, State of Michigan, DEQ 
 S. Cornelius, State of Michigan, DEQ 
 K. Yale, Acting State Liaison Officer, MDEQ 
 J. Keon, Pine River Superfund Citizen Task Force 
 M. Borrello, Pine River Superfund Citizen Task Force 
  J. Bunting, Commissioner, Gratiot County  

D. Long, Bethany Township Supervisor 
 T. O’Neill, Foley & Lardner LLP 
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Distribution: 
K. McConnell, FSME 
D. Orlando, FSME 
S. Reynolds, RIII 
J. Heck, RIII 
H. Logaras, RIII 
P. Louden, RIII 
MCID, RIII 
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