EagIeRockCEm Resource

From: mortypri@aol.com

Sent: Tuesday, September 14, 2010 1:12 PM

To: EagleRockEIS Resource

Subject: Environmental Impact Statement for Proposed Eagle Rock Enrichment Facility (NUREG-1945
draft).

Dear Nuclear Regulatory Commission:

| am Erovidirr:q t

: he following comments in reﬂards to the draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Eagle Rock
Enrichment Facility proposed in eastern Idaho

(NUREG-1945 draft). My comments on the subject DEIS are as follows::

Independent Analysis: The overall tone of the document is one of advocacy, which makes one question the objectivity
of the document's conclusions. The document relies upon a number of technical documents. What were these documents
precisely? Were these documents subjected to any tgpe of independent peer review? Lacking such review, the objectivity
of these documents would, likewise, be in question. Fec_;lflcally, these documents relate to engineering studies, system
safetK and emergency response (including failure analysis and redundancy procedures), human health and ecological
health risk assessments and associated probalistic risk assumptions, benefit-cost analysis, socioeconomic impac
analysis, and groundwater quality impact-related studies. The discussion of these issues is extremely limited given the
scalé of the action and associated risks.

Availability and Access to Documents: A related issue involves availability and access to the copies of the EIS and the
above-referenced technical supp_o_rtln? documents. Distribution of the EIS and supporting documents has been extremely
limited, thereby limiting opportunities for comment. Adequate numbers of hard copy documents should be provided to__ "
libraries, local government, and interested organizations in order to facilitate the broadest public review opportunities. This
is a project of statewide sqmﬂcance and, therefore, multiple copies of the DEIS and all supporting documents should be,
at minimum, made available through the Boise Main Library, given that Boise is the State a{)ItOL | do acknowledge that
NRC did ultimately decide to hold a DEIS hearing in Boise. However, given that this was a la

] e decision by NRC, T was
unable to re-schedule and was out of the country at the time.

Need for Action: The DEIS has not established a "need" for this action, as required under NEPA. Need is required to be
discussed in specific, quantitative, terms and within the scope of global production and markets. there exists a competitive
global market to provide enriched uranium. Russia (CIS) has been one of the leading suppliers of enriched U2. If there is
a national security rationale for building such facilities in'the U.S., the EIS needs to discuss and document such an
assertion. Moreover, the document needs to explore the reasons why the supﬁly of enriched U2 from nuclear weapons
decommissioning could not meet projected demand for enriched U2. Finally, thé document's projected demand for U2 is
based upon certain scenarios regarding future nuclear energy power plants. This scenario needs to be defined in far_
greater detail and, further, the document needs to present alternative scenarios in recognition of that alternative public
policy decisions, domestically and globally, are equally likely. A multitude of factors can’influence these projections,
including economics of nuclear power as compared to alternatives, resolution of nuclear waste storage issues, liability
issues, system safety issues, proliferations concerns, and gtovernments' ability and willingness to provide funding (i.e’;
loan guarantees, subsidies, excess liability coverage, etc.) o support nuclear energy development.

Proliferation and Terrorism: The draft EIS fails to adequately address the fact that uranium enrichment is a technology
used for proliferation. The NRC should produce an unclassified non-proliferation assessment for the EREF. To refuse to
do so, based on the fact that Arreva intends to enrich uranium to no more than 5%, misses an important point: Gas
centrifuge uranium enrichment is a proliferable technology and precedents exist for non-proliferation assessments of
proliferable technology, whether the license allows for Brollferahon or not. NRC is aware that enriching uranium from
commercial to weapons-grade is hardly a formidable obstacle. In fact, the enrichment process becomes exponentially
easier as levels of enrichment increasé. Moreover, the new centrifuge technology essentially doubles this nuclear
enrichment capability. These are the very issues that the U.S. is concerned about in the case of Iran's nuclear program.

Absent a thorough analysis of proliferation and terrorism issues, the DEIS would be clearly inadequate.

Scoping: NEPA provides for a public scoping process in order to facilitate public and ar?er]qy identification of issues to be
analyzed in the DEIS. Public Sco |r|1£%meet|ngs, also required by NEPA, provides opportunities to comments on the
issués to be studied in the DEIS. A also stipulates that if thé proposed federal action undergoes S|%n|f|cant changes,
the scoping process needs to be re-started. Major changes to the proPposed action have occurred, not the least of which
has been doubling the capacity of the centrifugés. Therefore, the NEPA process should be re-started, beginning with a
new Scoping Process, in order to afford adequate opportunities for comment and properly focus the DEIR analysis.

Considering the extent and depth of my concerns, and those of others, the NEPA process does not provide for NRC to
simply address comments in a Fianl EIS. NEPA calls, instead, for re-noticing and re-release of a revised EIS and,
where needed, supporting documents. Also called for is a formally revised project (preferred action) description and
initiation of a new Scoping Process. Also of note that NRC outreach has been "lackluster" at best. A number of people are
just learning of this proposal and would definitely benefit from additional comment opportunities.

Source and Implications of Uranium Proposed to be Used: The source of uranium to be used and environmental
implications related to extraction and transport needs to be evaluated, including environmental justice and socioeconomic
considerations. National security considerations related to using proposed sources versus alternative sources should also
be discussed.
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Thank you for consideration of these comments. Please contact me at 510-484-6811, should you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Morty Prisament, AICP
mortypri@aol.com
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