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EagleRockCEm Resource

From: Willie Preacher [wpreacher@sbtribes.com]
Sent: Sunday, September 12, 2010 5:50 PM
To: EagleRockEIS Resource
Subject: Sho-Ban Tribal comments
Attachments: Comments-NRC Draft EIS; AREVA.docx

Mr. Stephen Lemont here are our comments on the  proposed draft EIS for the eagle Rock Uranium Enrichment facility.  
Please let me know if you received these comments, I will be on travel so can you call me at 208‐223‐6256. 
Thank you‐Willie Preacher 
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To:  Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NUREG-1945) 
 AREVA Eagle Rock Enrichment, Idaho Falls, Idaho 

Report Number NUREG-1945: 
Chief, Rulemaking and Directives Branch 
Division of Administrative Services 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Mail Stop TWB-05-B01M 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 

  Stephen Lemont, TWFN T8 F-5 
  EagleRock.EIS@nrc.gov 
 
From:  Willie Preacher, Director Shoshone-Bannock Department of Energy Program 
  Christina Cutler, Tribal DOE Environmental Specialist 
 
Subject: Provide Written Comments on the Draft EIS AREVA Enrichment Services LLC 

Eagle Rock Enrichment Idaho Falls, ID 
 
Comments submitted from the Director of the Shoshone-Bannock Tribal DOE Program, 
Willie Preacher 
 
The Shoshone-Bannock Tribes would like to thank Nuclear Regulatory Commission for allowing 
us to comment on the Draft EIS for the Proposed Eagle Rock Enrichment in Idaho Falls, ID.  We 
would also to thank the NRC for informing the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes and sharing 
information prior to the public scoping meeting in Idaho Falls. 
 
The proposed Idaho Eagle Rock Facility location is in close proximity to the Fort Hall Indian 
Reservation and within the aboriginal territories of the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes.  As such, the 
Tribes have a vested interest in not only the Reservation lands but also aboriginal and treat right 
as well as unoccupied lands that may be affected by Eagle Rock Enrichment facility.  Our 
comments are designed to address these issues for the protection of the Shoshone-Bannock 
Tribal people as well as our ancestral homeland. 

 
In review of the Tribal briefing conducted on August 11th 2010 there have been additional issues 
and concerns that had been identified in that Tribal meeting.  Some of the questions are related to 
environmental issues such as discharges to the atmosphere, ground water and soils.  A question 
arose on safety issues, how AREVA will respond internally to accident scenarios on the 
proposed site, and how the public will be informed.   
 
The Tribes Emergency Management Department questioned the transportation route of product 
to and from the Eagle Rock Enrichment Facility and will AREVA share information regarding 
the amount of shipments, hazards of the shipments, and will they provide training to the Tribes 
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Emergency Management and Response staff to identify and respond to a transportation accident 
on the reservation. 
 
Regarding cultural issues the tribes would like to have the Heritage Tribal Office (HeTO) to be a 
part of the cultural surveys of this proposed site and to be notified of any inadvertent cultural or 
archaeological discoveries.  Also inform the contractors who may be utilized for the construction 
of the facility and for the permanent employees of the cultural regulations and federal laws 
concerning artifacts, retrieving and removing historic items, The INL who is a neighbor to this 
proposed site has experienced decades of this type of behavior. 
 
Will the cost amount that has been set aside for the D&D of the facility after the mission is 
complete be enough and is there a guarantee that it will have be done and not a facility left 
standing in the desert west of Idaho falls. 
 
The AREVA Enrichment Project will be in existence for a number of years, how many 
shutdowns, equipment upgrades, or modifications will be anticipated during the life cycle of this 
process?  Where will equipment that is to be removed or replaced be stored or transported to, 
will it be left within the facility or will it be transported out of state? 
 
Comments submitted from the Tribal DOE Environmental Specialist, Christina Cutler 
 
I am still questioning how they plan to dispose of the by-products/waste from the enrichment 
process. What type of storage facility do they plan to have? 

How long do they plan to store the waste? And what are they going to do with it eventually, long 
term storage at the facility or move it somewhere else? 

Safety procedures, protecting human health and the environment, for the storage facility as well 
as the processing facility need to make clear. Including but not limited to worker safety. Worker 
safety is always a concern and should be thoroughly characterized and described in the proposal.  

Question on what about the water permits, not only the permits to use water for processing but 
also potable water, as well the permits for disposal of water from the processing as well as septic 
water. They will also need to address plant protection runoff water issues.  

Sensitive population exposure scenarios need to be developed and addressed, not just from a 
worker stand point but also from a member of the public stand point.  

Endangered species may or may not be at the site at the time of survey; however it is known that 
there are endangered species and sensitive species in the immediate area. How is there habitat 
and survival going to be addressed, not just during operation of the facility but also and maybe 
most important during the construction phase.  
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Mitigation of impacts to aboriginal and ceded areas needs to be addressed. Mitigation issues 
regarding environmental impacts to water, soil, plants, animals and air. Also the loss of farm 
land needs to be addressed. Loss of farm is and will continue to be an issue in this country, we 
need to address the impact that loss has and how AREVA plans to mitigate the loss. 

Mitigation for all culturally sensitive items needs to done. It is my understanding that since 
AREVA is required to follow the NEPA process we can request mitigation for all of our 
concerns. 

Summary:  These are some comments that are submitted now and there will be others submitted 
later as this process continues on with the proposed Eagle Rock Enrichment Facility Licensing 
process.  We again thank for allowing us to comment on this project. 
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