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From: Ken Miller [kmiller@snakeriveralliance.org]
Sent: Friday, September 10, 2010 1:27 PM

To: EagleRockEIS Resource

Subject: NRC-2009-0187: NUREG 1945

September 10, 2010

To: Cindy Bladey, Chief

Rules, Announcements and Directives Branch
Division of Administrative Services

Office of Administration

Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Re: NUREG 1945, Eagle Rock Enrichment Facility
Dear Nuclear Regulatory Commission:

Please accept the following comments as you consider the pending application by Areva Enrichment Services (AES) for
its Eagle Rock Enrichment Facility (EREF). My name is Ken Miller and | am submitting these comments as a concerned
resident of the state of Idaho. My address is:

3832 Sheldon Place
Boise, ID 83704

First and foremost and as to the need for this facility, | do not believe Areva’s application contains a sound justification
for this facility. Not only is there an adequate existing supply of enriched uranium to meet current and expected needs
of the U.S. domestic nuclear reactor fleet, that capacity would exceed demand roughly by the amount of enriched
uranium EREF would produce.

The Draft EIS in Section 1.3.1 suggests that, “As future demand for electricity increases, the need for Low Enriched
Uranium to fuel nuclear power plants is also expected to increase.” In fact, any correlation between future electricity
demand and a corresponding future demand for Low Enriched Uranium is speculative at best. The Department of Energy
does not put the nation’s future electricity eggs in the nuclear basket. Far from it: It envisions a much more diverse
energy portfolio that is more reliant than ever on energy efficiency and conservation and other truly renewable
baseload energy resources.

We are told that nuclear reactors that would theoretically be supplied in part by EREF are needed because of our need
for non-coal “baseload” or “firm” generation resources. In fact, nuclear is not being considered at all as a baseload
resource — here in Idaho and at regulated electric utilities, at least.

Our region’s Sixth Power Plan, developed by the highly regarded Northwest Power and Conservation Council and vetted
by utilities and energy officials in Idaho and throughout our region, projects that we will meet 85 percent of our new
electric load growth over the next 20 years through energy efficiency, with the balance coming primarily from renewable
generation, mostly from wind. Our region’s Power Plan does not anticipate any new large supply-side generation
resources, including nuclear.

So there is no reason for Idaho, of all places, to be sacrificed for a fuel production factory for a generation resource that
Idaho and our region do not need.

On the issue of transmission, the NRC's ill-advised exemption that authorizes Areva to undertake preconstruction

activities as not being part of the proposed action should not include exempting utilities installations, including

transmission lines and associated substations and other utility infrastructure. Installation of 80-foot, 161kv transmission
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lines should not be considered as having “cumulative” impacts but rather direct and immediate impacts that must be
analyzed in the EIS.

Contrary to assertions (DRAFT EIS 1-10) that “this transmission line is not considered by the NRC to be part of the
proposed action,” EREF could not function without the transmission line, which is critical to the proposed action and
must be considered for its environmental impacts. This EIS claims repeatedly that the NRC has no jurisdiction over
transmission lines and therefore new transmission lines should not be considered as part of this EIS. Yet the NRC claims
authority to determine that EREF deserved credit for being a greenhouse gas sink?

This is not a defensible position. The EIS is replete with supposed “positive” social and economic benefits from this
project. Erecting transmission towers and stringing power lines between them MUST be considered for their
environmental impacts, just as Idaho’s Department of Fish and Game suggests. Actually, the installation and operation
of this transmission line have everything to do with the proposed action, and the failure of the NRC to consider these
impacts in the EIS phase cannot be defended, particularly given the acknowledgment by Areva and NRC that impacts of
transmission line construction and operation could also include wildlife disturbance and wildlife mortality. The proposed
transmission line route includes potentially suitable habitat for sage brush obligate species, including migratory bird
species. The Idaho Department of Fish and Game’s response to the NRC, dated April 14, reaffirmed the threats
transmission lines would pose to wildlife (Draft EIS B-26) and challenges the methodology of sage grouse and lek analysis
n the EIS (Draft B-27), recommends burying transmission lines, and suggests that Areva submit to the NRC for review
plans to mitigate for the expected wildlife impacts.

Furthermore, the routes for some proposed new transmission lines, including the proposed Mountain States
Transmission Intertie (MSTI), have not been determined and as such should not be considered as certain future
transmission infrastructure. The Draft EIS should analyze the benefit of burying any additional transmission lines to
minimize the known harmful impacts to birds, bats, and other wildlife.

With regard to assertions about EREF’s role in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and the outlandish claim at Draft 4-
136 that EREF will serve as a greenhouse gas “sink,” such a tertiary benefit (theoretically reducing the operation of
traditional coal plants and as a result their emissions), such reasoning omits the environmental and public health threats
caused by EREF’s operations, from uranium mining to disposal of reactor waste and reactor decommissioning. If the EIS
takes the illogical leap of crediting EREF for reducing greenhouse gas emissions, the NRC is compelled to likewise credit
EREF for the documented threats posed by the nuclear energy industry throughout its fuel and waste cycles.

As mentioned above, NRC erred in permitting AES to undertake myriad preconstruction activities as beyond the purview
of the EIS. This is only one indication that the NRC appears biased toward approval of the EREF application even as it is
soliciting public comment and review of the Draft EIS. It is not too late for the NRC to remedy this egregious oversight —
deliberate or otherwise — and to subject this project to a complete environmental review before any further
preconstruction activities are allowed to take place.

For these reasons, | believe it is incumbent upon the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to re-evaluate not only its
unwarranted preconstruction exemptions from review in this EIS, but also to reconsider the unsubstantiated claims
surrounding the impacts of adding new transmission infrastructure as well as the EIS’s claims about possible greenhouse
gas emissions reductions.

Respectfully submitted,
Ken Miller

3832 Sheldon Place
Boise, ID 83704
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