September 7, 2010

From: Mclintosh, Angela

Sent: Tuesday, September 07, 2010 12:07 PM

To: 'Hillyer, Dave'

Cc: Orendi, Monica; Clark, Michael; White, Duncan

Subject: Summary of Teleconference Call Between Shaw and U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission to Discuss Proper Handling of Tritium Exit
Signs

Attachments: Shaw Request for Teleconference.doc

In response to an email request from Dave Hillyer of Shaw, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission conducted a telephone conference call on September 1, 2010, at 2:00 p.m., EDT,
with Shaw to discuss some questions that Mr. Hillyer had on behalf of Shaw’s client, the U.S.
Army, concerning the proper handling of tritium exit signs.

The list of persons in attendance is noted below.

Shaw Attendees
Dave Hillyer
Claire Doherty
Tom Mathison
Frank Danyo
John Hackett
Amanda Sekel
Brad Terrill

NRC Attendees

Duncan White, Chief, Agreement States Program Branch

Monica Orendi, Health Physicist, Agreement States Program Branch

Angela Mcintosh, Regional Coordinator, Radioactive Materials Safety Branch
Michael Clark, Attorney, Office of the General Counsel

Shaw’s questions are reproduced immediately below. Mr. Hillyer's incoming email is re-printed
in its entirety in the attached document entitled "Shaw Request for Teleconference."

1) Shaw has previously requested and alternate process to provide reports of missing and
transferred exit signs containing tritium directly to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) as a single point of contact. In turn, the NRC would communicate information to
individual Agreement States on a weekly basis.

For those communications, Shaw requests that the guidance provided in NUREG
1556, Consolidated Guidance for Materials Licenses, Volume 16 Appendix L, be applied
for all reports submitted with respect to missing and transferred tritium exit signs.



2) Shaw has identified nineteen locations where tritium exit signs were installed in military
recruiting centers; however the facility owner has refused Shaw employees access to
inventory and remove those signs. In this situation, Shaw proposes to prepare the
paperwork by which our client notifies the facility owners that responsibility for the tritium
exit signs has been transferred to them in accordance with the requirements of 10 CFR
31.5 and will report the same to the regulatory agency for that jurisdiction.

TELECONFERENCE DISCUSSION

In response to Question #1, NRC clarified that since the Agreement States have jurisdiction
over lost radioactive material within their boundaries, any reports of lost tritium exit signs must
be made to the applicable Agreement State authority and not to the NRC. Mr. Hillyer indicated
that at times, he was given conflicting guidance from the Agreement State regarding reporting.
For example since Shaw had mistakenly informed lllinois and Tennessee that the area where
these signs were located was considered to be exclusive Federal jurisdiction, both States
responded that these where then out of their jurisdiction. It was later revealed that the area
where the signs are located is not considered exclusive federal jurisdiction. NRC committed to
following up with lllinois and Tennessee.

Furthermore, NRC clarified that the guidance provided in NUREG 1556, Volume 16, Appendix L
“Consolidated Guidance for Materials Licenses,” provides an acceptable but voluntary means of
reporting lost tritium exit signs.

In response to Question #2, NRC counsel, Michael Clark, clarified the difference between sign
ownership and regulatory responsibility. Specifically, Mr. Clark explained that while property
law is the final authority regarding ownership of the tritium exit signs, the regulations in 10 CFR
31.5 designate regulatory responsibility. As the original party responsible for the signs, the U.S.
Army retains regulatory responsibility until a transfer in accordance with 10 CFR 31.5(c)(9) is
accomplished.

The discussion concluded with a request from Mr. Hillyer that NRC designate a permanent point
of contact for any additional questions he may have. NRC provided Angela Mcintosh as the
primary contact; Monica Orendi as an alternate contact, and Michael Clark as a contact for
interaction with U.S. Army attorneys.

The teleconference call was concluded at approximately 3:00 p.m.

Angela Mclintosh forwarded to Mr. Hillyer the contact information for these individuals in a
September 2, 2010 email.
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