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PO . August?27, 2010

Dlrector Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards .
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission:

Attention: Document Control Desk

Washington, DC. 20555

Reference: 1) Docket No. 70- 143 SNM License 124
2) NRC Inspection Report No. 70- 143/201 0-002 and Notlce of Violation,

dated July 29, 2010 -

Su_bject: Reply to Notlce of Vlolatlon (VIO 70- 14312010 002 02)

- Pursuant to.the requirements of 10 CFR 2, 201, Nuclear Fuel Serwces Inc. (NFS) _
" hereby submits the attached response to the vnolatlon |dent|f|ed in the referenced NRC

inspection report.
If you or your staff have an'y questions, require additional information, or wish to discuss
this, please contact me, or Mr: Rik Droke, Senior Regulatory Advisor, at (423) 743-

1741. Please reference our unique document identification number (21G-10-0172) in-
any correspondence concerning this letter.

“Sincerely,

NUCLEAR FUEL SERVICES, INC. .

R TY

- David B. Amerine,
Président
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‘Reply to Notice of Violation (VIO 70-143/201 0-_002-02)

Restatement of Violation‘

During an NRC mspectlon conducted from May 24 28, 2010 a violation of NRC
requirements was |dent|f1ed In accordance W|th the NRC Enforcement Pollcy, the
wolatron is Ilsted below ' - :

10 CFR 70. 62 requwes in part that each Ilcensee shall establlsh a safety ,
program that demonstrates comphance with the performance requ1rements One
. of the elements of the safety program is management measures. ' '

10 CFR 70. 62(d) requwes in part, that each llcensee shaII establish management
“measures to ensure compllance ‘Wwith the performance requirements. These
- measures shall ensure that engineered ltems Relied on for Safety (IROFS) will -
 be available and reliable to perform their |ntended function’ when needed, to S
' ‘comply W|th the performance reqmrements :

Contrary to the above prlor to May 28, 2010, the hcensee falled to estabhsh a
safety program that would ensure that an engineered IROFS would be available’
and reliable to perform its intended function when needed, to comply with the
performance requirements. Specifically, the licensee’s inspection, testing, and
maintenance program did not have requirements for inspecting the wet-pipe

- sprinkler systems designated as IROFS as required by NFPA 25. The affected

~ IROFS included FIRE-9, FIRE-10, FIRE-12, FIRE-15, and FIRE-32. The:
inspectors determined that due to the lack of inspection the licensee did not
identify that sprinklers designated as IROFS were in a degraded condition. The .
degraded condition consisted of the following: 1)-inadequate sprinkler coverage -
per fire area; 2) inadequate distance between sprinklers, 3) inadequate distance . -
between sprinkler heads and the adjacent wall, and 4) excessive area'of
protection per sprinkler. This is a Severity Level IV Violation (Supplement VI).

. The Reason for the V|olat|on or |f Contested the BaS|s for Dlsputlnq the Vlolatlon- -
or Severrty Level : :

- NFS review of this flndlng |nd|cates that there are no issues that would |nh|b|t actlvatlon '
- of the fire- suppressmn systems in the event of a fire; and, should a fire occur, the
' systems will mitigate the spread of a conflagration. - Omission of the NFPA 25 -
“requirements from the NFS procedure was simply an oversight and NFS had not
recognized the procedure deficiency. Additionally, NFS has been conductlng functlonal
testing semi- annuaIIy to confirm functionality of each sprlnkler system :
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The Correctlve Steps That Have Been Taken and the Results Achleved

" Issues associated with Not|ce of Vrolatlon 2010 002 02 were entered |nto the NFS
Problem ldentrflcatron Resolutlon and Correct|on System (PIRCS) (Problem ID 24941) o

. In addltlon on May 27, 2010 a walkdown of sprlnkler systems rnstalled in' Material

- Access Areas performed by the NFS Fire Protection Specialist confirmed that-the

~ systems would successfully mitigate a fire. As noted in the NRC Inspect|on Report -
2010-002, “The mspectors mdependently assessed the sprlnkler system and reached
the same conclu3|on o R

o _‘ The Correctlve Steps That W|ll Be Taken to Avord Further V|olat|ons

An |nvest|gat|on (PIRCS Investrgatlon ID 11215) is ongomg to determine the plant—wrde
- extent of condition relative to spnnkler rnspectlons requrred by NFPA codes (Expected
o completlon date is October 31, 2010) _ : a

NFS-HS- B 58, “F|re Suppressron Systems Inspectrons " will be revrsed to mcorporate

~ annual floor level inspections pursuant to NFPA 25 (Expected complet|on dateis
December 31 2010. ) e _ '

The Date When FUllCompliance will Be A'chi"ev'ed

FuII compliance was achieved on May 27 2010, when the annual floor Ievel mspectlon
- of the subject sprlnklers was successfully completed per NFPA 25 requwements o



