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From: Richard Provencher [jorickpro@hotmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, August 18, 2010 4:33 PM
To: EagleRockEIS Resource
Subject: Public Comment on Draft EIS for Eagle Rock Enrichement Plant-Docket No. NRC-2009-0187

I fully support the NRC's proposed preferred alternative to build a uranium enrichment plant west of Idaho Falls, Idaho.  
The facility being pursued by AREVA will provide an additional reliable and economical domestic source of low enriched 
uranium to be used in commercial nuclear power plants.  Having more capability for enrichment in this country helps 
reduce the risk related to importation of this type of material from foreign sources.  The AREVA facilities planned capacity 
can provide 40% of the current and planned demand for enriched uranium.  AREVA's business plan fits well within 
the country's plan to reduce dependency on foreign oil, improve the climate, and make nuclear energy a larger 
contributor to the domestic energy supply.  This creates a clear mandate for the capabality which is critically important to 
begining the review of environmental impacts related to its operation. 
  
Relative to the potential environmental impacts, this is a perfect fit nuclear facility to locate in Idaho.  It includes an 
enclosed system that has virtually no byproduct waste generated through the flowsheet.  There appears to be only a 
small amount of air discharge of radioactivity which results in virtually no impact to the nearest public receptor. The land 
where the facility is being located is baron with virtually no other viable use other than farming, however, there 
are thousands of acres in this area that are also not being used for farming.  The facility does not require a large amount 
of water to operate.  This is good from an aquifer conservation and a waste minimization standpoint.  The byproduct that 
is generated as a result of the operation- depleted uranium-is solid and stable and can be stored safely for a long period 
of time without incident.  Last, the transportation corridor in this area is robust and has been used successfully by other 
regional nuclear operators to safely transport large amounts of radioactive materials without incident.  This existing 
infrastructure has also prepared local communities along transportation routes to respond to incidents should they occur 
making them well prepared.  For these reasons, the facility is well suited to be sited in this location in eastern Idaho. 
  
From an operational safety standpoint, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission is invlolved in reviewing the license application 
and will ultimately ensure that operations are being conducted safely, that proper safety controls are in place, and that 
possible safety events have been evaluated with response plans in place.  As an independent licensing agent, it is 
comforting to know the NRC will review this facility as a third party to ensure the protection of the public and 
environment. 
  
For the community of Idaho Falls, the pursuit of this facility will help bring jobs to the area, and potentially help with 
workers being displaced from the highly successful Idaho Cleanup Project as it completes cleanup work.  Studies have 
been performed on jobs in the area which shows for every new job there is a secondary benefit of 1.8 to the surrounding 
community-this will result in even more benefit to the community. 
  
Overall, this appears to be a facility that affords much benefit to the country and Idaho Falls that far outweighs the low 
risk and low potential for environmental impact and I am fully supportive of NRC granting a license to construct and 
operate. 
  
Richard B. Provencher 
US Citizen and Idaho Falls Resident 
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