EagIeRockCEm Resource

From: Joey Schueler [Joey.Schueler@bgclubidaho.org]

Sent: Thursday, August 12, 2010 10:53 AM

To: EagleRockEIS Resource

Subject: Docket ID: NRC-2009-0187 - Eagle Rock Uranium Enrichment Plant Public Comment

My comments:

| am in opposition to the Eagle Rock Uranium enrichment plant being put in Idaho Falls, Idaho! Although | understand
the positive incentive arguments for the proposed plant, the arguments against the plant far outweigh the rather short
term positive benefits. | think careful consideration should be given to each of the fifteen points | listed below when
deciding whether to take this action. | also doubt many Idahoans know about this action and should be brought to a
larger table of discussion.

Arguments against the proposed nuclear plant:
1. Nuclear compounds will be shipped to Idaho and the byproduct waste of the process as well as enriched

Uranium will be either shipped through our state or stored in Idaho.

2. The site of this nuclear facility is located directly above the Snake River Aquifer, which supplies water to over
300,000 individuals in Idaho (including the entire Treasure Valley).

3. Contamination potentials are not being discussed or considered in the environmental impact assessment
process due to “exemptions” and were missing from the public comment phase of the assessment and when
asked to speak directly to this point by myself, NRC / EIS representatives refused to comment. Yet, the NRC
website acknowledges that risks exist for this plant:

¢ Hazards: The primary hazard in gaseous diffusion plants include the chemical and radiological hazard
of a UFg release and the potential for mishandling the enriched uranium, which could create a
criticality accident (inadvertent nuclear chain reaction). Sited source:
http://www.nrc.gov/materials/fuel-cycle-fac/ur-enrichment.html

4. Areva, a French company, will be the owner of this company meaning much of the revenues will go over sees.
It’s also unclear how many employees will be Idaho residents.

5. Areva’s financial stability and history of ethics is unclear. Varied opinions range from sound to on the verge of
bankrupt and no clear agreements have been made ensuring that they will do right by Idaho if this project fails
(reference the BP oil spill for a comparative potential scenario).

6. The term of this plant is 30 years, after which time the plant will be decommissioned. This means 30 years of
revenues and 50 to 100 to into perpetuity years of cost and impact on Idaho’s wilderness and economy. Will
Areva still be paying for this cost? No, the cost will fall to Idaho taxpayers.

7. 1know this sounds obtuse, but enriched Uranium and the byproduct of creating enriched Uranium (spent fuel) is
extremely hazardous and brings a level of instability to the area, especially considering the storing methods (see
link): http://www.nrc.gov/waste/spent-fuel-storage.html

8. Enriched Uranium is one of the critical components required for nuclear weapons:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enriched uranium. Bringing this component to Idaho means an increased risk of
terrorist threat and/or at least the assistance in nuclear proliferation.

9. Enriched Uranium is far more hazardous than the “Depleted Uranium” used in Gulf military operations, even
though many Desert Storm veterans fell prey to cancer after their exposure to depleted Uranium in clearing
bombed Iraqgi vehicles, strongholds and implements of war, deemed “safe” by our military leaders (sound
familiar?). http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf Wart#Effects of depleted uranium

10. Why is this plant being pushed through so quickly? The EIS is still in the assessment phase, yet many steps have
already been taken that affect Idaho’s budget. If this decision so critical, it should be carefully considered and
brought to the Idaho public before money is expended on its behalf.
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11. A historical landmark and a vast expanse of Idaho native habitat will be destroyed to build this plant. After plant
decommission, there will be no return to this valuable area of Idaho’s beautiful wilderness.

12. Even if one cannot accept that nuclear waste in Idaho could prove hazardous, the sheer notion that a nuclear
plant exists and nuclear waste resides and is transported in our borders is a deterrent to other commercial
interests and could hamper other major industries from choosing Idaho as a site to locate their business, due to
poor “livability” incentives for their employee base.

13. The notion that this plant will aid the United States in achieving energy independence and/or more national
security is a myth. The United States does not control all steps in the Nuclear Power generation process. As a
result, every other step that we can produce is dependent upon other nations and what they can contribute.
Removing one step in the process would curtail or stop our nuclear energy system.

14. The United States currently purchases enriched Uranium from Russia for use in the few facilities it does have.
While this may sound negative at the outset, we are actually aiding Russia in downsizing its nuclear arsenal,
which only further secures the United States due to the instability of such a vast arsenal of weapons that could
be sold on the black market to terrorists or foreign Para-military groups. Enriching our own Uranium devalues
this peace seeking process and results in excessive storage of a highly toxic chemical on our soil.

15. Many things can be done to align our energy needs with the other options available to power our grids in
America and with far less reliance on foreign trade:

a. Renewable energy sources are available and new technologies can be developed through U.S. ingenuity,
providing a global demand for American jobs and products.

b. The American grid is old and outdated. The restructuring of our grid will effectively limit waste, save the
environment and provide an economic growth engine based on America’s “needs” not it's consumerist
wants.

c. Perhaps we should limit our energy use... | know most Americans don’t want to hear that, but if it’s that
or sunbathing next to a depleted Uranium cesspool, which would you choose?

16. This one’s more personal, but my mom taught me to be a “lover not a fighter” and the product of this plant can
be used to devastate entire civilizations (I say this on the 65" anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki). We only just now sent a representative from the U.S. to stand with the Japanese people in
remembrance to those hundreds of thousands of innocent civilians killed by this action. This is an important
step in the United States diplomatic stance with the world. Why do we insist on undermining it by not practicing
what we preach in regards to nuclear non-proliferation? In the words of a beautiful woman who made public
comment at the EIS hearing who had been notified of her potential exposure to radiation by the government
near the Hanford Nuclear Plant, “Such Hubris”. Can’t we find a better path? Is the money too good?

We don’t need this in Idaho.

Joey Schueler

Idaho Resident

4450 Clark Circle

Boise, ID 83705

(208) 724-7047

Feel free to contact me with further questions or concerns
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