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Discussion GoalsDiscussion Goals

•• Discuss the appeal processDiscuss the appeal process

2

•• What we can do to limit /reduce appealsWhat we can do to limit /reduce appeals



Appeal ProcessAppeal Process

•• Applicant does not pass an operating Applicant does not pass an operating 
test or written examination.test or written examination.

A li t i li d i lA li t i li d i l•• Applicant receives a license denial Applicant receives a license denial 
letter issued by the regional office in letter issued by the regional office in 
accordance with ESaccordance with ES--501 “Initial Post 501 “Initial Post 
Examination Activities”Examination Activities”

•• Within 20 days the applicant can:Within 20 days the applicant can:
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Appeal ProcessAppeal Process

•• Do nothing. The proposed denial letter Do nothing. The proposed denial letter 
then becomes the final denial. The then becomes the final denial. The 
applicant may reapply, pursuant to 10 applicant may reapply, pursuant to 10 
CFR 55 35 2 months after the date onCFR 55 35 2 months after the date on
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CFR 55.35, 2 months after the date on CFR 55.35, 2 months after the date on 
the first denial letter, 6 months after the the first denial letter, 6 months after the 
second denial, and 24 months after second denial, and 24 months after 
each successive denial.each successive denial.



Appeal ProcessAppeal Process

•• Request that the NRC Request that the NRC 
administratively readministratively re--grade the written grade the written 
examination, the operating test, or examination, the operating test, or 
both, in light of new information to both, in light of new information to 
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gg
be provided by the applicant.be provided by the applicant.

•• “Appeal”“Appeal”



Appeal ProcessAppeal Process

•• The applicant’s request for The applicant’s request for 
administrative review must identify the administrative review must identify the 
item(s) or which additional review is item(s) or which additional review is 
requested and must includerequested and must include
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requested and must include requested and must include 
documentation supporting the item(s) documentation supporting the item(s) 
in contention.in contention.

•• NRR must receive the request within 20 NRR must receive the request within 20 
days after the date in the proposed days after the date in the proposed 
denial letter.denial letter.



Appeal ProcessAppeal Process

•• If the NRC administratively reviews a If the NRC administratively reviews a 
failure and determines that the failure and determines that the 
applicant did not provide sufficient applicant did not provide sufficient 
basis to justify passing grades on allbasis to justify passing grades on allbasis to justify passing grades on all basis to justify passing grades on all 
sections of the licensing examination, sections of the licensing examination, 
the NRC will issue a letter to the the NRC will issue a letter to the 
applicant sustaining the proposed applicant sustaining the proposed 
denial.denial.
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Appeal ProcessAppeal Process

•• The applicant may then request a The applicant may then request a 
hearing pursuant to 10 CFR 2.103(b)(2). hearing pursuant to 10 CFR 2.103(b)(2). 
In such instances, the applicant must In such instances, the applicant must 
submit a request for a hearing after ansubmit a request for a hearing after ansubmit a request for a hearing after an submit a request for a hearing after an 
administrative review within 20 days administrative review within 20 days 
after the date on the letter from the after the date on the letter from the 
NRR operator licensing program office NRR operator licensing program office 
sustaining the proposed denial.sustaining the proposed denial.
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Examples of Items we missExamples of Items we miss

•• Specific meaning of wordsSpecific meaning of words

•• Improper FocusImproper Focus

•• Ambiguous question stemsAmbiguous question stems

•• Some examplesSome examples
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Unit 1 is shutdown in Mode 6.Unit 1 is shutdown in Mode 6.

•• Containment airlock doors are all openContainment airlock doors are all open

•• A full shift of qualified maintenance A full shift of qualified maintenance 
personnel are inside containmentpersonnel are inside containment

•• The refueling SRO is in the control roomThe refueling SRO is in the control room

•• The fuel handling Maintenance Supervisor is The fuel handling Maintenance Supervisor is 
inside containmentinside containment

•• Refueling is completed and the Maintenance Refueling is completed and the Maintenance 
Supervisor requests permission to begin Supervisor requests permission to begin 
control rod latching.control rod latching.
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What additional requirements (if any) must be met to proceed What additional requirements (if any) must be met to proceed 
with latching control rods under the direction of the Fuel with latching control rods under the direction of the Fuel 
Handling Maintenance Supervisor?Handling Maintenance Supervisor?

A.A. The Refueling SRO must be in containmentThe Refueling SRO must be in containment

B.B. The fuel handling maintenance Supervisor must establish The fuel handling maintenance Supervisor must establish 
communication with the Refueling SRO in the control room.communication with the Refueling SRO in the control room.
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C.C. The Refueling SRO must be in containment and containment The Refueling SRO must be in containment and containment 
integrity must be restored.integrity must be restored.

D.D. The fuel handling maintenance Supervisor must establish The fuel handling maintenance Supervisor must establish 
communications with the refueling SRO in the Control Room communications with the refueling SRO in the Control Room 
and containment integrity must be restored.and containment integrity must be restored.



What Did We Miss?What Did We Miss?

•• Specific meaning of a wordSpecific meaning of a word

•• “Containment Integrity” or“Containment Integrity” or

•• “Containment Closure”“Containment Closure”

•• After review, “A” was determined to be the After review, “A” was determined to be the 
correct answer.correct answer.
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Unit 2 was operating at 100%Unit 2 was operating at 100%

•• At 1000, charger 2ECA output breaker opened due to an At 1000, charger 2ECA output breaker opened due to an 
overvoltage condition.overvoltage condition.

•• The 2 EDA tie breaker to 2EDC cannot be closedThe 2 EDA tie breaker to 2EDC cannot be closed
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The 2 EDA tie breaker to 2EDC cannot be closed.The 2 EDA tie breaker to 2EDC cannot be closed.

•• At 1130, battery 2 EBA voltage dropped below the voltage At 1130, battery 2 EBA voltage dropped below the voltage 
required per Technical Specifications.required per Technical Specifications.



Which one of the following describes the Which one of the following describes the latestlatest time that bus time that bus 
2EDA can be restored to prevent entering a shutdown action 2EDA can be restored to prevent entering a shutdown action 
and which procedure will be entered initially to respond to this and which procedure will be entered initially to respond to this 
failure?failure?

A.A. 1200;  E1200;  E--0 Reactor Trip for Safety Injection0 Reactor Trip for Safety Injection
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B.B. 1200;  AP1200;  AP--2A Loss of vital or Aux Control Power2A Loss of vital or Aux Control Power

C.C. 1330;  E1330;  E--0 Reactor Trip for Safety Injection0 Reactor Trip for Safety Injection

D.D. 1330;  AP1330;  AP--2A Loss of vital or Aux Control Power2A Loss of vital or Aux Control Power



What Did We Miss?What Did We Miss?
•• Exam writers only considered TS 3.8.9Exam writers only considered TS 3.8.9

•• However TS 3.8.4 was also applicable, and the However TS 3.8.4 was also applicable, and the 
question was not specific as to what TS should question was not specific as to what TS should q pq p
be appliedbe applied

•• Because two TS applied, and both TS action Because two TS applied, and both TS action 
statements were greater than 1 hour, a reference statements were greater than 1 hour, a reference 
should have been provided.should have been provided.
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What Did We Miss?What Did We Miss?

•• After Review, this question was deleted from the After Review, this question was deleted from the 
examination.examination.
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An Extra Unit Operator is preparing to An Extra Unit Operator is preparing to 
temporarily relieve the ontemporarily relieve the on--shift OAC for shift OAC for 
approximately 10 minutes in order to meet approximately 10 minutes in order to meet 
with the Plant Manager.with the Plant Manager.

Which one of the following describes the Which one of the following describes the 
minimum actions that must take place, per minimum actions that must take place, per 
OPDPOPDP--1, Conduct of Operations, before the 1, Conduct of Operations, before the 
onon--shift operator leaves the duty Station?shift operator leaves the duty Station?
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•• A. The relieving operator is not required to A. The relieving operator is not required to 
perform the three day Operating Log review.  perform the three day Operating Log review.  
A Log entry is not required when the onA Log entry is not required when the on--
shift operator is relievedshift operator is relieved

•• B. The relieving operator is not required toB. The relieving operator is not required toB.  The relieving operator is not required to              B.  The relieving operator is not required to              
perform the three day Operating Log review. perform the three day Operating Log review. 
A Log entry is not required when the onA Log entry is not required when the on--
shift operator is relieved shift operator is relieved 
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•• C. The relieving operator must review the  C. The relieving operator must review the  
Operating Log for the last three days.               Operating Log for the last three days.               
A Log entry is not required when the onA Log entry is not required when the on--
shift operator is relieved.shift operator is relieved.

•• D. The relieving operator must review the  D. The relieving operator must review the  g pg p
Operating Log for the last three days.               Operating Log for the last three days.               
A Log entry must be made when the onA Log entry must be made when the on--
shift operator is relieved.shift operator is relieved.
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What Did We Miss?What Did We Miss?

•• None of the distracters actually contained the None of the distracters actually contained the 
required minimum actions as listed in the required minimum actions as listed in the 
OPDP.OPDP.
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•• Given the following conditions:Given the following conditions:

•• Both main feed pumps trippedBoth main feed pumps tripped

•• Auxiliary feedwater (AFW) automatically startedAuxiliary feedwater (AFW) automatically started

•• AFW valves reset to control S/G water levelAFW valves reset to control S/G water level

•• AFW suction pressure decreases to 7 psigAFW suction pressure decreases to 7 psig

212010 Exam Writers Workshop



Which ONE of the following describes the AFW Which ONE of the following describes the AFW 
pump response for the given conditions?pump response for the given conditions?

•• A. Suction will automatically shift to the nuclear  A. Suction will automatically shift to the nuclear  
service water systemservice water system

•• B Suction will automatically shift to the upper surgeB Suction will automatically shift to the upper surgeB. Suction will automatically shift to the upper surge B. Suction will automatically shift to the upper surge 
tank.tank.

•• C. Trip when suction pressure decreases to 5 psigC. Trip when suction pressure decreases to 5 psig

•• D.  Trip after a 6D.  Trip after a 6--second time delay.second time delay.
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What Did We Miss?What Did We Miss?

•• The exam writer wrote the question soliciting The exam writer wrote the question soliciting 
the response of Whenthe response of When

•• Wording ambiguousWording ambiguous

Th li d h i WhTh li d h i Wh•• The applicant read the question as WhyThe applicant read the question as Why

•• Two answers were acceptedTwo answers were accepted
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Recap Recap 

•• Specific meaning of wordsSpecific meaning of words

•• Proper focus on all items that pertain to a Proper focus on all items that pertain to a 
iiquestion.question.

•• Clear language so that the applicant understands Clear language so that the applicant understands 
what is being asked. what is being asked. 
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Your Thoughts?Your Thoughts?
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Your Thoughts?Your Thoughts?
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