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QUESTIONS for Environmental Projects Branch 3 (RAP3) 
 
EIS 9.3-35 

This RAI is related to the second alternative sites audit information need AE-4. 

Compare the potential downstream ecological effects in the Susquehanna River 
resulting from the estimated water consumption for the new plant to such effects at the 
minimum low-flow values that normally occur during late summer. 

Full Text (Supporting Information) 

This was not considered in the ER. This was discussed with applicant at the Alternative 
Site visit who gave an oral answer that compared consumptive use versus low flows. 
The response should document the oral answer. 

 
 
EIS 9.3-36 

This RAI is related to the second alternative sites audit information need AE-10. 

Compare the state-listed or ranked wetlands/aquatic plants listed in Tables 9.3-1, 9.3-3, 
and 9.3-5, and clarify whether or not any are likely to occur on the Alternative Sites. 
Discuss the likelihood that any fully aquatic plants listed in Table 9.3-3 exist in the 
streams or ponds on the BBNPP site, in the North Branch Canal, or on the Humboldt 
site. Provide information that supports the exclusion of plants from the alternative sites 
or the BBNPP site. 

Full Text (Supporting Information) 

No aquatic plants are discussed for BBNPP in ER Rev. 2, Section 2.4, nor for Humboldt 
in Section 9.3.2.3. There seem to be at least 14 species of aquatic plants on the list for 
Luzerne County. No rationale for excluding these plants from the sites was provided. 

 
 
EIS 9.3-37 

This RAI is related to the second alternative sites audit information need AE-11. 
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Provide revision to Table 9.3-11 that includes only those ecologically important species 
that are directly relevant to each Alternative Site.  

Full Text (Supporting Information) 

Table 9.3-11 is based on the entire State and many species on it are not relevant to the 
Alternative Sites. For example, the American brook lamprey is listed but only occurs in 
rivers in the northern or western part of the state, quite far from any of the Alternative 
Sites. 

 
 
EIS 9.3-38 

This RAI is related to the second alternative sites audit information need AE-18. 

Montour Alternative Site. Clarify whether or not there would be impacts to Mahoning 
Creek. If there would be impacts to the creek or its tributaries, identify them and their 
causes. 

Full Text (Supporting Information) 

This is a follow up question based on the response provided to AE-18 in the July 9, 2010 
submittal (ML101930519). The response stated that the existing 230-kV line does not 
cross Mahoning Creek and that right of way (ROW) expansion also would not cross the 
creek, which implies there would be no impacts to the creek. However, ER Table 9.3-14 
lists about 800 lf of impacts to the creek and its tributaries. The creek and its watershed 
are located well south of the Montour site so it is not clear what would be the source of 
the listed impacts. 

 
 
EIS 9.3-39 

This RAI is related to the second alternative sites audit information need AE-30. 

Humboldt Alternative Site. Provide additional information about the State-ranked 
freshwater mussels in Luzerne County and its potential occurrence in the Susquehanna 
River at the conceptual location of the CWS intake/discharge structures for a plant built 
on the Humboldt site. Explain the reasons for the differences in the mussel species that 
were discussed for Humboldt versus those discussed for BBNPP considering that both 
sites are on the same stretch of the Susquehanna River. 

Full Text (Supporting Information) 

Table 9.3-3 and the Humboldt discussion list alewife floater as one of the mussels of 
concern, but do not list the green floater, which is discussed as a species of concern for 
BBNPP in ER Section 2.4. The Alewife floater is not discussed in ER Section 2.4 for 
BBNPP. The information provided for review during the alternative sites audit in 
response to this info need alluded to water chemistry and acid mine drainage (AMD) but 
did not provide supporting data. 

 
 
EIS 9.3-40 
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Humboldt Alternative Site. Clarify whether or not there are naturally reproducing trout in 
Stony Creek. 

Full Text (Supporting Information) 

The revised ER alternatives text (ER Section 9.3 submitted 11-25-09) does not provide 
information about trout in Stony Creek. During the site visit in June 2010, the possibility 
of naturally reproducing trout occurring in the creek was mentioned but no other 
documentation was provided. 
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