
 
 
 
     September 26, 2010 
 
 
 
Mr. Jerald G. Head, Senior Vice President 
Regulatory Affairs 
GE-Hitachi Nuclear Energy Americas LLC 
P.O. Box 780, M/C A-18 
Wilmington, NC 28401-0780 
 
Dear Mr. Head: 
 
I am responding to your letter dated August 2, 2010, to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC).  Thank you for expressing your view on the importance of Topical Reports (TR) in the 
NRC Regulatory Process.  We both agree that there are multiple benefits associated with the TR 
process as described in Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation Office Instruction LIC-500, “Topical 
Report Process,” located in the Agencywide Documents Access and Management System under 
Accession No. ML091520370. 
 
The resources planning for TR reviews will continue to be part of our normal budgeting process. 
We are committed to continue our support to the Topical Report review process with the priority 
commensurate with the safety significance and the scope of application of incoming Topical 
Report submittals.  In addition, we will continue to improve the review process and performance 
of TR-related metrics. 
 
John R. Jolicoeur of my staff is the cognizant Branch Chief in this area.  Please contact him 
should you have any follow-up questions.  He can be reached at 301-415-5895. 
 
We appreciate your input and continued support to the TR process. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
/RA/ 
 
Eric J. Leeds, Director 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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