
Contact Information for Economic Development Corporations in the Area 
Lisa Hardison 
Economic Development Corporation of Lea County 
200 E Broadway, Suite A201 
Hobbs, NM 88240 
575-397-2039 (office) 
575-392-2300 (fax) 
lisa@edclc.org 
 
Donna Johnson 
Seminole Economic Development Corporation 
432-758-8804 (office) 
432-758-2349 (fax) 
director@mywdo.com 
 
Wesley Burnett 
Director of Economic Development (Andrews) 
432-524-2332 (office) 
432-523-6372 (fax) 
wburnett@cityofandrews.org 
 
 
Housing Study 
A recent housing needs assessment was conducted examining the needs for housing in Hobbs. 
The study determined that there is a catch-up demand for approximately 1,262 housing units 
and a keep-up demand for an additional 615-827 units by 2015. For more information about 
the Housing Study or to request a copy, please contact the EDC of Lea County at 575-397-2039. 
 
 
Census Update 
A Census Update was completed in 2007 that provided updated population information and 
projections. The link below will take you to the Census Update (a summary chart has been 
provided) 
http://www.edclc.org/files/Report%20-%20Census%20Update.pdf 
 

Summary of Lea County, NM Population Projections   
July 1, 2010 to July 1, 2030 

  2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 
Hobbs Area 40387 42824 44936 46889 48904 
Eunice Area 3144 3326 3482 3625 3772 
Jal Area 2303 2437 2552 2658 2766 
Lovington Area 10779 11397 11928 12412 12908 



Tatum Area 4350 4596 4805 4994 5189 

Lea County 60963 64580 67703 70578 73539 
 

Lea County Historical Civilian Labor Force, Employment, Unemployment and Unemployment Rate 

 Civilian Labor 
Force 

Employed Unemployed Unemployment 
Rate 

2000 22,646 21,455 1,191 5.3% 
2001 23,702 22,684 1,018 4.3% 
2002 23,241 21,983 1,258 5.4% 
2003 23,888 22,621 1,267 5.3% 
2004 24,517 23,302 1,215 5.0% 
2005 25,792 24,724 1,068 4.1% 
2006 26,879 26,045 834 3.1% 
2007 28,164 27,506 658 2.3% 
2008 29,895 29,036 859 2.9% 
2009 30,917 28,815 2,101 6.8% 
Source: NM Department of Workforce Solutions, current rate is 7.6% 
 

Hobbs/Lea County Largest Employers with Estimated Employment Numbers 
(* designates new company in last 5 years) 

Hobbs Municipal School 999 

Lea Regional Medical Center 450 

City of Hobbs 413 

Halliburton Energy Service 400 

Walmart SuperCenter 355 

URENCO USA/National Enrichment Facility* 325 

Lea County 272 

Lea County Correctional Facility 257 

New Mexico Junior College 256 

Zia Racetrack & Black Gold Casino* (2005) 235 

Ferguson Construction Company 220 

B & D Industries* 197 

H-Y Tech* 190 

RMS Foods Inc. 188 

TRICO* 162 

B & H Maintenance & Construction, Inc. 151 

Goff Dairy 150 

PEMCO 150 

McVay Drilling Company 141 

Watson/Hopper, Inc. 133 



Lowe’s* 125 

Constructors Inc.* 120 

Albertson's-Sav-on 115 

McDonald's Restaurant 110 

University of the Southwest 106 

Sonic Drive In 100 

 
 

Construction Jobs at the EURENCO/LES Facility as of August 2009 

Location of Contractor # of Employees at Site 
NM 909 
TX 365 
PA 88 
CA 49 
VA 46 
FL 26 
NY 25 
AL 25 
MO 19 
CO 13 
MI 10 
Other 174 
Total 1,749 
 
 

Summary of Projects Announced in Lea County 
Urenco USA National Enrichment Facility (NEF) 
In November of 2008, NEF announced plans to double the capacity of their enrichment facility. 
When completed, this facility will supply 50% of the nation’s enriched uranium needs. They will 
employ approximately 300-350 people. The estimated project cost is $3 billion. 
http://www.urenco.com/content/33/LES.aspx 
 
International Isotopes, Inc. (INIS) 
In March 2009, INIS announced the decision to locate their $93 million dollar Depleted Uranium 
Deconversion and Fluorine Extract Facility in Lea County. They plan to employ 125-150 full time 
employees when operational. The NRC has accepted INIS’ application and expects to complete 
its review by January 2012. 
http://www.intisoid.com/ 
 
SunEdison Solar Array 



SunEdison announced in December 2009 that they would be building 50 MW of solar arrays in 
Lea and Eddy Counties. There will be 10 MW per site, with four sites targeted in Lea County and 
one site in Eddy County. Each array will be on between 80-120 acres of land, depending on the 
configuration. This will be one of the largest photovoltaic projects in North America and will put 
Lea County on the World’s solar map. They will employ 15-20 permanent positions and up to 
500 construction workers. 
http://www.sunedison.com/ 
 
Potential Potash Mine 
There has been a potash find located in Lea County. This find would have the resource of 350-
400 million tons of polyhalite that would be mined over a 75-year period. Polyhalite is used as a 
fertilizer and has low or no chlorides (like potash found in neighboring Eddy County) which 
makes it highly valuable for use on crops that have a low tolerance for chlorides. If realized this 
project could employ up to 500 people. (If final test drillings are successful, a mine could be in 
operation as early as 2014.) This project reached a milestone Thursday, May 27 when they 
signed 27 leases to drill with the State Land Office. 
http://www.icpotash.com/ 
 
Airline 
The EDC of Lea County was asked to complete a study to assess the need for additional air 
service to an eastern hub. The study indicated that additional service was warranted and we, 
through a consultant, pursued several carriers. We are currently working to obtain service to 
either Houston or Dallas. We’re hopeful to make a public announcement in the near future. 
 

For more information about the projects or data presented in this document, 
please contact Melinda at the EDC of Lea County, 575-397-2039 or 
melinda@edclc.org. 
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