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US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555-0001

RE: Reply to a Notice of Violation
CC: Regional Administrator, Region IV

To Whom It May Concern:

We acknowledge our failure to promptly notify the NRC of a change in RSO at the
McLaughlin Research Institute.

In September, 2009, our former RSO left on short notice for a one year sabbatical.
Because of the need to have an RSO on site, he was replaced at that time. His
replacement, while qualified to function as RSO, was unaware of the requirement to
promptly notify the NRC of the change until the June 14, 2010 NRC inspection.

In response to this Violation, we have implemented the following:

1) We submitted a request to the NRC that our RSO officially be switched to our
replacement RSO. This request was submitted on June 18, 2010, and assigned
Mail Control Number 573109.

2) We have. -reorganized our Radiation, Safety Committee: to! include multiple
Principal Investigators/Authorized Users, in order that expertise on NRC
requirements be more widely distributed within the Institute.

Root Causes of the Violation: The former RSO and his wife, a research assistant,
handled most of reporting and other activities required under NRC regulations, with
appropriate contributions from other committee members regarding their own labs.
Thus expertise on NRC regulations and requirements was concentrated primarily in the
hands of the former RSO. 7Upon the departure of the former RSO and his wife on
sabbatical, appropriate arrangements were made for oversight of the acquisition and
monitoring of radioactivity, but the requirement for prompt NRC notification of the
change in RSO was overlooked, and for this we apologize. We anticipate that in the
future, Institute RSOs will serve for fixed terms, and be replaced by other Principal
Investigators/Authorized Users on the Radiation Safety Committee.

Please contact me if there is any additional information that I can provide.:

Sincerely yours,_

AJocR.Bermingham, Jr.
Associate Professor
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