August 2, 2010

Mr. Frederick P. Schiffley, Il

Chairman, BWR Owners’ Group
c/o Energy Northwest

Mail Drop PEO4

P.O. Box 968

Richland, WA 99352-0968

Dear Mr. Schiffley:

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), | am responding to the Boiling
Water Reactor Owners’ Group’s (BWROG) November 30, 2009, letter and supplemental letter
dated February 9, 2010, requesting a waiver of NRC fees associated with the review of several
documents for submittal by the BWROG related to emergency core cooling systems (ECCS)
strainer performance at boiling water reactors. The BWROG's request meets the intent of the
fee exemption criteria under 10 CFR 170.11(a)(1)(ii); therefore, | am granting your request, as
explained below.

Your request states that the BWROG is developing documents related to ECCS suction
strainers for submittal as a direct result of the NRC staff request made in an April 10, 2008,
letter from John A. Grobe, and subsequent refinements of that request in more recent
interactions. Pursuant to 10 CFR 170.11(a)(1)(ii), fee exemptions may be granted by the NRC
“In response to an NRC request from the Associate Office Director level or above to resolve an
identified safety, safeguards, or environmental issue...” Hence, | am able to grant a fee
exemption under the provisions of § 170.11 for the review of the Licensing Topical Reports and
other documents submitted by the BWROG that the NRC’s Office of Nuclear Reactor
Regulation staff consider necessary to address safety issues regarding BWR strainer
performance.

Although a fee exemption is granted, it is important to emphasize that the NRC is required by
law to recover approximately 90 percent of its operating expense through user fees. While the
effort described in this letter is exempt from Part 170 direct fee assessment, NRC resources
expended to resolve this issue will be included in annual fees assessed under the provisions of
Part 171.
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If you have any technical questions regarding this matter, please contact George C. Bacuta at
301-415-1970. Please contact Rebecca Erickson, of my staff, at 301-415-7126, for any fee-
related questions.

Sincerely,

IRA/

J. E. Dyer
Chief Financial Officer

CC: John A. Grobe, NRR
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