
September 9, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Steven A. Toelle, Director  
Regulatory Affairs  
United States Enrichment Corporation 
2 Democracy Center 
6903 Rockledge Drive 
Bethesda, MD  20817 
 
SUBJECT:  APPROVAL OF CERTIFICATE AMENDMENT REQUEST REGARDING 

DELETION OF TECHNICAL SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR FACILITIES AT 
PORTSMOUTH GASEOUS DIFFUSION PLANT (TAC NO. L32746) 

 
Dear Mr. Toelle: 
 
By letter to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) dated February 24, 2010 
(Agencywide Documents Access and Management System [ADAMS] Accession 
No. ML100610588), the United States Enrichment Corporation (USEC) submitted a certificate 
amendment request (CAR) requesting modification to its Technical Safety Requirements for the 
Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant (PORTS).  This certificate amendment request was 
submitted to allow the planned de-lease of buildings X-342A, X-342B, X-343, X-344A, X-344B, 
X-326, X-330, and X-333 from USEC to the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), in accordance 
with the DOE’s letter of intent dated August 19, 2010 (ML102350064).  The proposed change to 
the Certificate of Compliance for the PORTS, as described in the CAR, would facilitate the 
planned turnover of buildings X-342A, X-342B, X-343, X-344A, X-344B, X-326, X-330, and X-
333 in preparation for decommissioning of the site.  The turnover of these buildings is scheduled 
to occur on October 1, 2010.  Following this turnover, these buildings would no longer be 
subject to the regulatory jurisdiction of the NRC.  Instead, DOE will possess these buildings and 
will be responsible for their regulatory oversight. 
 
Specifically, the proposed CAR would delete the following PORTS Technical Safety 
Requirements (TSRs): 
 

Section 2.1 Specific TSRs for X-342, X-343, And X-344 Facilities,  
Section 2.2 Specific TSRs for X-330 And X-333 Cascade Facilities,  
Section 2.3 Specific TSRs for X-333 Freezer Sublimers,  
Section 2.4 Specific TSRs for X-330 And X-333 Cold Recovery,  
Section 2.5 Specific TSRs for X-326 ERP, X-333 LAW, And X-330 TAILS Withdrawal 

Stations; and  
Section 2.7 Specific TSRs For X-326 Cascade Facility.  
 

In addition, the proposed CAR would modify sections 1.0 and 3.0 to eliminate reference to de-
leased facilities and address remaining operations, and would delete Condition 16 of the 
PORTS Certificate of Compliance. 
 
In a letter dated September 3, 2010 (ADAMS Accession No. ML102520210), USEC provided 
additional information to NRC regarding several new facilities being constructed at PORTS to 
enable isolation of utilities for future decommissioning following the de-lease of the process 
facilities.  USEC stated these new facilities will provide alternate sources of existing plant 
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utilities including: sewer, steam, cooling water, compressed air, nitrogen and water treatment.  
The new facilities will not contain, use or process any source material or special nuclear 
material.  The new facilities will be subject to NRC regulatory oversight.  
 
The staff has reviewed the certificate amendment request and additional information to ensure 
that there would be no adverse effect on public health and safety.  The staff finds that with the 
current shutdown status of the enrichment operations, the proposed changes will not increase 
the risk to workers, the public or the environment.  Our Compliance Evaluation Report 
documenting our review is attached as Enclosure 1. 
 
Based on our review, the staff finds that the proposed modification to the Technical Safety 
Requirements and the Certificate of Compliance for PORTS will continue to provide reasonable 
assurance of adequate protection of public health and safety, and therefore, approves the 
requested CAR.   
 
Your amended certificate is attached as Enclosure 2.  This amendment is effective immediately 
and shall be implemented within 60 days of the date of this letter.   
 
If you have any questions regarding this action, please contact Tilda Liu by telephone at  
(301) 492-3217, or Rosemary Reeves by telephone at (301) 492-3156. 
 
In accordance with the Title 10, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Section 2.390, “Public 
Inspections, Exemptions, Requests for Withholding,” of the 10 CFR 2.390, a copy of this letter 
will be available electronically for public inspection in the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC) Public Document Room, or from the Publicly Available Records component of ADAMS.  
ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html (the 
Public Electronic Reading Room).       
 
       Sincerely,  
    
       /RA/ 
 
 
       Marissa Bailey, Deputy Director 
 Special Projects and Technical  

  Support Directorate 
       Division of Fuel Cycle Safety 

   and Safeguards 
 Office of Nuclear Material Safety 
   and Safeguards 

 
Docket No.:  70-7002 
Certificate No.:  GDP-2  
 
Enclosures:  As stated 
 
cc: Doug Fogel   Randall M. DeVault 

Manager, Nuclear Regulatory Affairs   Department of Energy - Oak Ridge 
United States Enrichment Corporation   200 Administration Road 
P.O. Box 628, 3930 US Rt. 23 S.   Mail Stop: G114 
Piketon, OH  45661     Oak Ridge, TN  37832 
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