From: Fassell, John (CDPH-DFDRS-RHB-RMS)
[John.Fassell@cdph.ca.gov]

Sent: Thursday, October 16, 2008 5:00 PM
To: Catherine Mattsen
Subject: FW: Evaluation of RCPD 08-19 (Edited for paragraph 2)

California’s comments on RCPD 08-19

From: Fassell, John (CDPH-DFDRS-RHB-RMS)

Sent: Thursday, October 16, 2008 1:48 PM

To: Perez, Gonzalo (CDPH-DFDRS); Hamrick, Barbara (CDPH-RHB); Butner, Gary (CDPH-RHB)
Subject: FW: Evaluation of RCPD 08-19 (Edited for paragraph 2)

From: Fassell, John (CDPH-DFDRS-RHB-RMS)

Sent: Thursday, October 16, 2008 11:18 AM

To: Perez, Gonzalo (CDPH-DFDRS); Butner, Gary (CDPH-RHB); Hamrick, Barbara (CDPH-RHB)
Subject: Evaluation of RCPD 08-19

In my evaluation of the impact of RCPD 08-19 | noted the following items:

The general trend in the document is to use performance based evaluation of SSD registry
certificates. This includes less prescriptive instructions for prototype evaluation and dose
evaluation. The requirements are generally equal to current standards or more conservative with
regard to accident scenario evaluations. It includes a concept of evaluation of lots and if
individual pieces are found to be defective then the whole Iot may be rejected. It also includes a
new level for source evaluations not being required if the alpha nuclides are less than 10
microcuries or the beta/gamma nuclides are less than 1 millicurie in a source. | support all of
these changes.

A more problematic change is the moving of most generally licensed devices under Sections 10
CFR 31.3 and 31.5 to exempt status. While some of these devices could be so moved | think it is
inadvisable to move static eliminators with up to 500 microcuries of polonium-210 to exempt
status when the oral ingestion ALl is only 3 microcuries and Po-210 has been a recent isotope of
choice for poisoning. The other issue is that some of the devices under 31.5 may have curie
contents of radioactive materials that you may want to monitor more closely than having them as
exempt devices. Is this really what the NRC wants?

Finally; there was a mention on page 26 of a possible tightening of NSTS to include still smaller
sources. This seems contrary to the changes of currently generally licensed devices to exempt
status.
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