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The US. Frsh and W1ldllfe Servrce (Servrce) has recelved the: Nuclear Regulatory.Commlssmn S
(NRC) request for comments regarding the construction of two newnuclear reactors proposed by:
South Carolina Electric and Gas (SCE&G) near the Monticello Reservoir, Fairfield County,
South Carolma The NRC has developed a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) to
analyze env1ronmental 1ssues associated. with the proposed construction., ‘'Your request'is being
made as required by the National Environmental Policy Act 61969, the Endangered Specres
Act of 1973 and the Flsh and erdhfe Co srdination Act of 1934 - preparatlon of‘an: .
Envrronmental Impact Statement (EIS) evaluatmg'potentlal environmental i issues; -and alternatrve
considerations. Included within the DEIS, a B1olog1cal Assessment (BA)-was'prepared to .
address potentlal impacts to threatened and endangered spec1es (T&E) protected under the g
Endangered Specres Act as amended (Act) o =

NRC staff concluded in the BA that no T&E spec1es w1ll be '1mpacted through construction of the
proposed reactors .ot the current site. However, NRC tecogiiizes there isa ‘potentialkto imipact-. -
};T&E through construction/upgrade of six transmission lines proposed as part of the action. In
‘the abserllce of on ground surveys for protected species NRC compared all the proposed corridors
agamst known locations, of. T&E spec1es based ‘upon the;S . Department of Natural-Resources
!(SCDNR) Herltage Ar‘ust Program databa : upon thisdata; NRC-made-a ‘détermination
‘of 1mpact 16 T&E specres “NRC 665 fote that ‘the“ﬁnal loéatrons of the transmission corridors
are not yet known and that ground surveys will be performed once the preferred corridors are
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determined. The Service recommends that the Final EIS incorporate final corridor alignments of
the transmission lines and a species/habitat impact analyses for each alignment. Comments
regarding potential impacts to resources and T&E species or habitat cannot be made until the
final locations are selected.

The Service appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the DEIS for your
consideration. If we can be of any assistance or if you have any questions regarding the -
Service’s comments, please do not hesitate to contact Mark Caldwell at 843-727-4707 ext. 215.

Sincerely,

Field Supervisor
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