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I am submitting this article and the comments on it as my public statement. 
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http://eyeonmiami.blogspot.com/2010/07/nuke-plant-safety-you-will-not-believe.html 
 

Tuesday, July 20, 2010 

Nuke Plant Terrorist Safety Plan: You will not believe this story. By Geniusofdespair  

 

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission runs a Force on 
Force (FOF) program at Nuke plants around the country since 1991. They stage fake attacks and test to see if 
the local security is up to the task of saving us from terrorists. This is their first defense: FOF training. I think 
this is a very good program to conduct and assumed they did it at least once a year when I read about it. Here is 
the incredibly stupid part: They only conduct FOF exercises once every eight years at a plant! Are they kidding? 
Most of the people who learned from it are long gone in 8 years. All 65 nuclear plant sites are ONLY tested 
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once every 8 years! 
 
Here is the even more incredible part, they suspended FOF after 9/11/2002 -- when preparedness know-how 
was most needed -- because they said "they would have distracted plant security forces." Aren't the multiple 
sleeping guards we had post 9/11 at Turkey Point Nuclear Power Plant pretty much distracted anyway NRC?  
 
Anyway, they began their new FOF program in November 2004. I wonder if they are still doing one at a plant 
every 8 years? If, what the NRC says about FOF exercises, that "they are the primary means to evaluate and 
improve the effectiveness of plant security programs to prevent radiological sabotage" then why aren't they 
done often? Not feeling so safe from terrorism now are you? 
 
Last stupid thing: The new improved post 9/11 plan has a new component called CAF - 'composite adversary 
force.' They say that this force is trained to standards issued by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. CAF is 
managed by Wackenhut -- the NRC says that Wackenhut is well-versed in the security operations of power 
plants as they provide security for MANY U.S. nuclear power plants. Uh... maybe someone should tell the NRC 
that they also supplied the sleeping guards. Also, a May 22, 2006 Channel 4 report said: 
 
In the days following September 11th, Governor Jeb Bush sent National Guard to provide extra security against 
any attacks at the Turkey Point power plant in South Miami-Dade. However, Monday, he was pondering 
whether security operations at the plant are enough. Bush saw Gary Nelson's report of a single guard working 
the front gate at the plant, sporting an M-16 without ammunition. 

Sphere: Related Content  

at 6:10 AM    

Labels: Believe it or Not, Geniusofdespair, Nuclear Power Plant, Turkey Point  

11 comments:  

Rita said...  

This is what the chamber and others should have been harping on safety with 4 reactors, not jobs.  

July 20, 2010  
Anonymous said...  

Why don't they tell us these things? I live in Homestead and I just figured security was tight. I am not 
feeling safe now. Not with no show Wackenhut, a company that lied to Miami Dade county about 
guards.  

July 20, 2010  
Unhappy in Palmetto Bay said...  

HoW can the NRC "identify, review and fix" problems related to terrorist response at plants only once in 
a decade? This borders on criminal. I agree that these drills need to be yearly in this age of terrorism- if 
not more often.  

July 20, 2010  
Geniusofdespair said...  
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We're Not Ready 
By BOB HERBERT - New York Times 
Published: July 19, 2010 
 
We were told by oil industry executives and their acolytes and enablers in 
government that deep-water drilling in the Gulf of Mexico would not cause 
the kind of catastrophe that we've been watching with an acute and painful 
sense of helplessness for the past three months. Advances in technology, 
they said, would ward off the worst-case scenarios. Fail-safe systems like 
the blowout preventer a mile below the surface at the Deepwater Horizon rig 
site would keep wildlife and the environment safe.  
 
Americans are not particularly good at learning even the most painful 
lessons. Denial is our default mode. But at the very least this tragedy in 
the gulf should push us to look much harder at the systems we need to 
prevent a catastrophic accident at a nuclear power plant, and for responding 
to such an event if it occurred.  
 
Right now, we're not ready.  
 
Nuclear plants are the new hot energy item. The Obama administration is 
offering federal loan guarantees to encourage the construction of a handful 
of new plants in the U.S., the first in decades. Not to be outdone, Senator 
Lamar Alexander of Tennessee, a certifiable nuke zealot, would like to see 
100 new plants built over the next 20 years.  
 
There is no way to overstate how cautiously we need to proceed along this 
treacherous road. Building nuclear power plants is mind-bogglingly 
expensive, which is why you need taxpayer money to kick-start the process. 
But the overriding issues we need to be concerned about, especially in light 
of our horrendous experience with the oil gushing in the gulf for so long, 
are safety and security.  
 
We have to be concerned about the very real possibility of a worst-case 
scenario erupting at one of the many aging nuclear plants already operating 
(in some cases with safety records that would make your hair stand on end), 
and at any of the new ones that so many people are calling for.  
 
The problem is that while the most terrible accidents are blessedly rare, 
when they do occur the consequences are horrific, as we've seen in the gulf. 
With nuclear plants, the worst-case scenarios are too horrible for most 
people to want to imagine. Denial takes over with policy makers and the 
public alike. Something approaching a worst-case accident at a nuclear 
plant, especially one in a highly populated area, would make the Deepwater 
Horizon disaster look like a walk in the park.  
 
"We are way, way behind when it comes to the hard work of preventing 
accidents and responding to these catastrophes when they happen," said Dr. 
Irwin Redlener, the director of the National Center for Disaster 
Preparedness at Columbia University's Mailman School of Public Health. "With 
the deep-water oil drilling, we allowed the technological advances to drive 
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the process at a rate that was unsafe, and we got really badly burned. The 
potential of a nuclear catastrophe is a major disaster in waiting."  
 
There are already plenty of problems on the nuclear power front, but they 
don't get a great deal of media attention. David Lochbaum, the director of 
the Nuclear Safety Project for the Union of Concerned Scientists, told me 
last week that there have been 47 instances since 1979 in which nuclear 
reactors in the U.S. have had to be shut down for more than a year for 
safety reasons.  
 
"We estimated, in 2005 dollars, that the average price tag for these outages 
was between $1.5 billion and $2 billion," said Mr. Lochbaum.  
 
People of a certain age will remember the frightening accident at the Three 
Mile Island nuclear plant in Pennsylvania in 1979, a partial meltdown that 
came dangerously close to a worst-case scenario. As Mr. Lochbaum put it, "In 
roughly two hours, conditions at the plant rendered it from a billion-dollar 
asset to a multibillion-dollar liability. It cost more to clean up than it 
cost to build it."  
 
go to part TWO  

July 20, 2010  
Geniusofdespair said...  

New York Times PART II 
 
Another frightening accident occurred in 2002 at the Davis-Besse plant at 
Oak Harbor, Ohio. A hidden leak led to corrosion that caused a 
near-catastrophe. By the time the problem was discovered, only a thin layer 
of stainless steel was left to hold back the disaster.  
 
The potential problems with nuclear power abound. No one knows what to do 
with the dangerous nuclear waste that is building up at the plants. And no 
one wants to have an extended conversation in polite company about the 
threat of terrorists who could wreak all manner of mayhem with an attack on 
a plant.  
 
For many very serious people, our overreliance on foreign oil and the 
potential dire consequences of global warming make the case for moving more 
toward nuclear energy a compelling one. But if this is done without a whole 
lot more serious thought given to matters of safety and rigorous oversight, 
it's a step we'll undoubtedly come to regret.  

July 20, 2010  
Anonymous said...  

What a load of horse shit the NRC is trying to feed us.  

July 20, 2010  
miaexile said...  



5

This is mind-boggling. Our own state of Florida Health Department/Water Safety has at minimum a 
yearly drill for "emergency" situations. I hope the state idiots in TLH don't see this story or they'll think 
they can slide to 1 "drill" every 20 years...I am really ready for that small island in the middle of 
nowhere,far far away, with a big pile of books, a cistern and a fishing pole..  

July 20, 2010  
Geniusofdespair said...  

Make room for me Miamiexile....  

July 20, 2010  
Anonymous said...  

First of all, you have to realize that there is the ultimate whistle blower's fear amongst workers at these 
Nuke sites. There is a central clearing system that all the energy companies use and if you get a black 
mark there, you will never be employed again. 
 
Secondly, go read 30 years worth of NRC incident reports and you will find that there have been spills at 
TP.  
 
Thirdly, ask about the pile of "dirt" that was never moved off the site. My understanding is that there 
was a spill and they excavated the soil, but they did not remove all of it from the site.  
 
And last of all, did we hear too much about the hole that was drilled into a pipe and then covered up. It 
was considered an act of terrorism (from the inside). Where the hole was drilled - this was the only place 
that a camera could not see.  
 
FPL is very secretive, and the stories about things going wrong don't tend to get out. Those stories never 
have legs. I wonder why.  

July 20, 2010  
Anonymous said...  

They hold it once every 8 friggin' years??? Even Miami tests emergency response every year or two and 
we are close to incompetent. I would feel safer at the Port.  

July 21, 2010  
Miami Condo Shop said...  

I just read in the news that the government had spent over a trillion dollars to fund the 'war on terror', 
and now we learn that the NRC is testing nuclear plant sites once every 8 years...unbelievable. Maybe 
it's just equally safe to be living on the streets of Baghdad or Kabul...  

July 21, 2010  

Post a Comment  

 



 
 
Federal Register Notice:  75FR33851  
Comment Number:   9  
 
Mail Envelope Properties   (4C4A6203.2010603)  
 
Subject:   my Comments are  
Sent Date:   7/23/2010 11:46:11 PM  
Received Date:  7/23/2010 11:46:28 PM  
From:    nancy 
 
Created By:   nancy88@bellsouth.net 
 
Recipients:     
"TurkeyPointCOLEIS Resource" <TurkeyPointCOLEIS.Resource@nrc.gov>  
Tracking Status: None 
 
Post Office:   bellsouth.net  
 
Files     Size      Date & Time  
MESSAGE    14518      7/23/2010 11:46:28 PM  
NRC+Force+on+Force.jpg    29841  
street02T.jpg    19251  
icon18_edit_allbkg.gif    227  
icon_delete13.gif    205  
 
Options  
Priority:     Standard   
Return Notification:    No   
Reply Requested:    No   
Sensitivity:     Normal  
Expiration Date:      
Recipients Received:     



Page 1 of 1

7/26/2010file://c:\EMailCapture\Turkey_Point_COLA_ENV\9\attch1.jpg



Page 1 of 1

7/26/2010file://c:\EMailCapture\Turkey_Point_COLA_ENV\9\attch2.jpg



Page 1 of 1

7/26/2010file://c:\EMailCapture\Turkey_Point_COLA_ENV\9\attch3.gif



Page 1 of 1

7/26/2010file://c:\EMailCapture\Turkey_Point_COLA_ENV\9\attch4.gif



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 450
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for compliance with 10CFR1, Appendix A.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


