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Re: Petition for Rulemaking

Dear Rulemakings and Adjudications Staff:

The California Association of Marriage and Family Therapists (CAMFT) is
requesting that 10 CFR §26.187(b) be amended to add marriage and family therapists
(MFTs) as substance abuse experts (SAE's). CAMFT believes MFTs should be
included as SAE's for the following four reasons:

One, such a classification would enable those MFTs who are qualified to address
substance abuse issues, by virtue of their education, training, and experience to
evaluate individuals .who have violated the NRC~s fitness for, duty policies. As part
of this work, such MFTswould also be able to make recommendations concerning
education, treatment, return to,, duty,, follow-up, drug and -alcohol testing, and
aftercare. CAMFT realizes that not -all MFTs are' qualified to do such work; however,
we also know that many MFTs in California are qualified to do such work. In fact,
they perform such work on a daily basis, both in inpatient and outpatient treatment
settings. By "qualified," we mean that the MFT providing such services would meet
the "basic knowledge" requirement set forth in 10 CFR §26.187(c), i.e.,
demonstrated knowledge of and clinical experience in the diagnosis and treatment of
alcohol and substance abuse disorders, and would comply with any continuing
education requirements.

Two, the role of SAE should be open to any mental health professional, regardless of
licensure, who can demonstrate that he or she is qualified to be a SAE. In the NRC's
response to Industry Comment 2, the NRC addressed the question of whether only
licensed physicians could be SAEs. The NRC concluded that the "SAE need not be a
licensed physician, but would be required to have extensive expertise, such as a
licensed or, certified social worker,. psychologist, or others listed in §26.187(b), and
additional qualifications specifically. related to, substance abuse disorders."
Consequently, pursuant to the. NRC's ow n rationale for -the position of SAE, the
emphasis,.is not, on a particular license,,.designation. Rather, the .emphasis is on
whether the. individual, licensee ,ha's .','extensive expertise. in diagnosing .and treating
alcohol and substance dbuse issues..
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Three, since California law allows MFTs and licensed clinical social workers to diagnose and
treat mental disorders (See California Business and Professions Code §§ 4980.02, 4980.36,
4980.37, and 4980.41), it makes no sense to include licensed clinical social workers on the list
of professionals who can be SAEs, but not to include MFTs on such list. In California there is
much overlap of the professional duties and responsibilities of marriage and family therapists,
psychologists, and clinical social workers, especially in the area of alcohol and substance abuse
counseling. All of these professions have licensees who, by virtue of their education, training,
and experience, have "extensive expertise" in diagnosing and treating alcohol and substance
abuse issues. Consequently, if the NRC allows licensed or certified social workers and licensed
or certified psychologists to be SAEs, it should also allow MFTs to be SAEs. Our people who
provide these kinds of services are just as qualified as their people who provide these services.

Four, the trend of the federal government is to include MFTs as providers of substance abuse
services within government programs. For instance, The Department of Transportation recently
amended its regulations to allow MFTs to be "substance abuse professionals" and to perform
counseling services with its employees. Moreover, The Federal Health Resources Services
Administration has included MFTs on its list of five core mental health disciplines.

For the reasons set forth above, CAMFT believes that MFTs should be included in the list of
credentialed professionals set forth in 10 CFR §26.187(b). We realize the importance of the
role SAEs play in safeguarding the United States and its citizens, and we believe those of our
members who are qualified to be SAEs would be a credit to the NRC. Thank you, in advance,
for your consideration of our Petition for Rulemaking. Should you need any additional
information, please do not hesitate to contact us directly.

Sincerely, Sincerely,

Ma Ri ersma B.A David G. Je e. J.D.
Executive Director


