July 15, 2010

Mr. Robert Mitchell

ISFSI Manager

Yankee Atomic Electric Company
49 Yankee Road

Rowe, MA 01367

SUBJECT: EXEMPTION FROM 10 CFR 72.212 AND 72.214 FOR DRY SPENT FUEL
STORAGE ACTIVITIES — YANKEE ATOMIC INDEPENDENT SPENT FUEL
STORAGE INSTALLATION (TAC NO. L24421)

Dear Mr. Mitchell:

This is in response to your letter dated February 23, 2010, requesting an exemption from 10
CFR 72.212(a)(2), 72.212(b)(2)(i)(A), 72.212(b)(7), and 72.214, pursuant to 10 CFR 72.7. In
your letter you stated that Yankee Atomic Electric Company (YAEC) desired to adopt
Amendment No. 5 to Certificate of Compliance (CoC) No. 1025 for all canisters at the site.
Adoption of the changes authorized by Amendment No. 5 will allow a visual alternative to
Technical Specification (TS) Surveillance Requirement 3.1.6.1 to verify the operability of the
concrete cask heat removal system to maintain safe storage conditions and will also remove a
specification in the CoC for tamper indicating devices. CoC No. 1025, Amendment No. 5 was
authorized by the NRC on July 24, 2007. YAEC also requested continuation of two exemptions
from the terms and conditions of Amendment No. 5, similar to two previously granted
exemptions of Amendment 3. These are:

1. Appendix A, Section A 5.1, Training Program. Exemption from the requirement to
develop training modules under the Systems Approach to Training that include
comprehensive instructions for the operations and maintenance of ISFSI, except for the
NAC-MPC system. This was approved by the NRC in its letter to YAEC dated June 6,
2006 (Agencywide Document Access and Management System (ADAMS) Accession
No. ML061570027).

2. Appendix A, Section A 5.4, Radioactive Effluent Control Program. Exemption from the
requirement submit an annual report pursuant to 10 CFR 72.44(d)(3) or 10 CFR
50.36a(a)(2). This was approved by the NRC in its letter to YAEC dated June 6, 2006
(Agencywide Document Access and Management System (ADAMS) Accession No.
ML061570027).

The NRC staff evaluated the public health and safety and environmental impacts of the
proposed exemption and determined that granting the exemption would not result in any
significant impacts. For this action, an Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant
Impact have been prepared and published in the Federal Register (75 FR 36449, June 25,
2010). A copy of the Federal Register Notice was provided to you by letter dated June 17,
2010. Based on the foregoing considerations, the staff has determined that granting the
proposed exemption from specific provisions of 10 CFR 72.212(a)(2), 72.212(b)(2)(i)(A),




R. Mitchell -2-

72.212(b)(7), and 10 CFR 72.214 is authorized by law, will not endanger life or property or the
common defense and security, and is otherwise in the public interest. Therefore, the NRC staff
has concluded that the proposed changes will not pose an increased risk to public health and
safety. Accordingly, the exemption will be effective immediately.

If you have any questions, please contact me at 301-492-3325.

Sincerely,

IRA/
John Goshen, P. E., Project Manager
Division of Spent Fuel Storage and Transportation
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards

Docket Nos. : 50-29, 72-31
Enclosure: Staff Evaluation

cc: Service List
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Yankee (Rowe) Nuclear Power Station

CC:

Kelley Smith

Communication Manager/Yankee Rowe
Community Advisory Board

19 Midstate Drive

Auburn, MA 01501

Alice Carson, RSCS, Inc.
12312 Milestone Manor Lane
Germantown, MD 20876

Robert K. Gad, lll, Esq.
Ropes and Gray

One International Place
Boston, MA 02110-2624

Ms. Leslie Greer

Assistant Attorney General
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
200 Portland Street

Boston, MA 02114

Robert Walker, Director

Radiation Control Program

Massachusetts Department of Public
Health

305 South Street

Boston, MA 02130

Mr. James B. Muckerheide

Massachusetts Emergency Management
Agency

400 Worcester Road

Framingham, MA 01702-5399

Edward Flynn, Secretary

Massachusetts Executive Office of Public
Safety

One Ashburton Place

Room 2133

Boston, MA 02108

Peggy Sloan, AICP
Franklin Regional Council of Governments
425 Main Street, Suite 20

Greenfield, MA 01301-3313

David O’Brien, Commissioner
Vermont Department of Public Service
120 State Street, Drawer 20
Montpelier, VT 05602

Amy Ignatius, Executive Director

New England Conference of Public Utility
Commissioners, Inc.

One Eagle Square, Suite 514

Concord, NH 03301

Regional Administrator, Region |
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road

King of Prussia, PA 19406

Diane Screnci, Region |

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road

King of Prussia, PA 19406

Mr. Marv Rosenstein
Chief, Chemicals Management Branch
Office of Ecosystem Protection
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
One Congress Street, Suite 1100,

Mail Code CPT
Boston, MA 02114

Mr. Anthony Honnellio

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 1

One Congress Street, Suite 1100,
Boston, MA 02114-2023



Yankee (Rowe) Nuclear Power Station

CC:

Mr. Jeff Fowley

Office of Regional Counsel

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

One Congress Street, Suite 1100,
Mail Code RAA

Boston, MA 02114

Ms. Bonnie Gitlin

Radiation Protection Division

Office of Radiation and Indoor Air
Office of Air and Radiation

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Ariel Rios Building, Mail Code 66081
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20460

Mr. Phillip Newkirk

Radiation Protection Division

Office of Radiation and Indoor Air
Office of Air and Radiation

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Ariel Rios Building, Mail Code 66081
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20460



STAFF EVALUATION
Docket Nos. 50-029, 72-31
Yankee Atomic
Independent Spent Fuel Storage Installation

1.0 Summary

By letter dated February 23, 2010, Yankee Atomic Electric Company (YAEC or the licensee)
requested exemptions from 10 CFR 72.212(a)(2), 72.212(b)(2)(i)(A), 72.212(b)(7), and 72.214,
pursuant to 10 CFR 72.7. In that letter YAEC stated its intent to adopt Certificate of Compliance
(CoC) No. 1025, Amendment No. 5 for all 15 NAC-MPC casks at the site. Implementation of
Amendment No. 5 of CoC No. 1025 to all 15 NAC-MPC casks will allow a visual alternative to
Technical Specification (TS) Surveillance Requirement 3.1.6.1 to verify the operability of the
concrete cask heat removal system to maintain safe storage conditions and will also remove a
specification in the CoC for tamper indicating devices. CoC No. 1025, Amendment No. 5 was
authorized by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) on July 24, 2007. An evaluation
performed by YAEC verified that all 15 canisters will fully conform to the terms of CoC No. 1025,
Amendment No. 5. YAEC also requested continuation of two exemptions from the terms and
conditions of amendment No. 5, similar to two previously granted exemptions of Amendment
No. 3. These are:

1. Appendix A, Section A 5.1, Training Program. Exemption from the requirement to
develop training modules under the Systems Approach to Training that include
comprehensive instructions for the operations and maintenance of ISFSI, except for the
NAC-MPC system. This was approved by the NRC in its letter to YAEC dated June 6,
2006 (Agencywide Document Access and Management System (ADAMS) Accession
No. ML061570027).

2. Appendix A, Section A 5.4, Radioactive Effluent Control Program. Exemption from the
requirement submit an annual report pursuant to 10 CFR 72.44(d)(3) or 10 CFR
50.36a(a)(2). This was approved by the NRC in its letter to YAEC dated June 6, 2006
(Agencywide Document Access and Management System (ADAMS) Accession No.
ML061570027).

2.0 Discussion

The NRC has reviewed the exemption request submitted by YAEC and has determined that
allowing YAEC to apply the changes authorized by Amendment No. 5 of CoC No. 1025 to the
casks at the YAEC ISFSI, if approved, would have no significant impact to the environment. In
connection with the approval of Amendment No. 5 of CoC 1025, the NRC prepared and
published in the Federal Register a Finding of No Significant Impact, based upon an
environmental assessment, for the generic use of the changes authorized by Amendment No. 5
(72 FR 26535, 26537, May 10, 2007). The NRC also published a Finding of No Significant
Impact, based on an environmental assessment, for allowing YAEC to apply the changes
authorized by Amendment No. 5 to all 15 NAC-MPC casks at the site (75 FR 36449, June 25,
2010).

ENCLOSURE



3.0 Conclusion

The NRC has evaluated the impact to public safety that would result from granting the proposed
action. The approval of the proposed action would not increase the probability or consequences
of accidents, no changes would be made to the types of effluents released offsite, and there
would be no increase in occupational or public radiation exposure. Therefore, there are no
significant radiological environmental impacts associated with the proposed action. Additionally
the proposed action would not involve any construction or other ground disturbing activities,
would not change the footprint of the existing ISFSI, and would have no other significant non-
radiological impacts. In this regard, and as the ISFSI is located on previously disturbed land, it
is extremely unlikely that approval of the proposed action would create any significant impact on
the aquatic or terrestrial habitat in the vicinity of the plant, or to threatened, endangered, or
protected species under the Endangered Species Act, or to essential fish habitat covered by the
Magnuson-Stevens Act. Similarly, approval of the proposed action is not the type of activity that
has the potential to cause effects on historic or cultural properties, assuming such properties are
present at the site of the YAEC ISFSI. On this basis, the staff concludes that the proposed
exemption does not pose an increased risk to public health and safety.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


