Lopas, Sarah

From: sel.scwf@gmail.com on behalf of Sarah Lloyd [sarahl@scwf.org]
Sent: Thursday, July 01, 2010 2:52 PM

To: LeeCOLAEIS Resource

Subject: Comments on Duke Energy Lee Nuclear Station

Attachments: Duke Lee Nuclear Station.pdf

Attached is a letter from SCWF Executive Director, Ben Gregg. He would like the comments on the record on
the NRC side at the public meeting. Please contact him at ben@scwf.org if you have any questions.

Thanks,

Sarah Lloyd

South Carolina Wildlife Federation
Director of Communications
www.scwf.org

803.256.0670 (office)
803.256.0690 (fax)

215 Pickens Street



SCWF

Executive Director U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attn: Chief, Rules, Directives and Editing Branch
Division of Administrative Services

Office of Administration

Mailstop TWB-05-BO1M

Washington, DC 20555-0001

Subject: SCWF Comments on Duke Energy Lee Nuclear Station, Make-Up Pond C
Ref: William States Lee III Nuclear Station, Units 1 and 2, COLA

To Whom It May Concern:

These comments concern Duke Energy’s proposal to construct the Lee Nuclear Station in Cherokee
County. This facility is to be co-located with the Ninety-Nine Islands Dam and Reservoir, an existing
century-old, FERC-licensed hydroelectric facility on the Broad River. We are also aware that as a part of
the proposed facilities Duke plans to construct a 620-acre pond (Make-Up Pond C) on London Creek, to
provide a back-up water source for its proposed Lee Nuclear Station. We understand this pond would be
a “drought contingency pond” for use during exceptional drought periods.

SCWEF offers this letter in response to the NRC’s solicitation of public comments for its 17 June 2010
public meeting, in Gaffney, South Carolina, with respect to Duke’s proposed Make-Up Pond C, and
integration of this facility into the proposed Lee Nuclear Station’s operations.

These comments pertain to specific environmental issues for the proposed project and do not address
more general and national issues such as nuclear plant financing and the disposal of high level reactor
waste.

As South Carolina’s oldest and largest conservation organization, and as an affiliate of the National
Wildlife Federation, SCWF is heavily engaged in advocating for an energy production portfolio in South
Carolina that minimizes environmental impacts to our state’s natural resources, and that progressively
reduces our dependence on carbon-based power sources. To that end, we accept the positive performance
record of the four existing commercial nuclear power facilities in SC over the past several decades. The
nuclear units at these locations currently provide for roughly half of South Carolina’s power needs.
SCWF has long encouraged the use of energy sources that are carbon-neutral, and while nuclear
technologies present unique challenges and risks, they are a recognized carbon-reduction bridge to a clean
energy future. The safe and efficient performance of this technology is well established in our state.

SCWF also recognizes that the complex infrastructure proposed at the Lee Nuclear Station will have some
undesirable environmental impacts. We also note that the existing Cherokee Lake, an impoundment
constructed and owned by SCDNR and located upstream on London Creek from the proposed Make-Up
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Pond C, as well as the Ninety-Nine Islands Dam and Reservoir, have already had long-standing impacts '
to the water resources in proximity to the proposed Lee Nuclear Station.

We also know that nuclear power is highly water intensive. In the past SCWF has worked with our
state’s utilities to mitigate environmental impacts of their facilities, including impacts to water quality,
and to provide for sustainable stream flows. It is SCWF’s view that the proposed water management
plan, to include the construction and use of Make-Up Pond C, will help to balance and mitigate water
resource and habitat impacts from the proposed station.

The Broad River is an irreplaceable resource to our state, providing a unique suite of habitats critical for
both wildlife and outdoor recreation. In this reach of the Broad River we have one of the state’s few
smallmouth bass fisheries. Also, downstream of the proposed Lee facilities the Broad River enjoys our
state’s Scenic River status, reflecting a stream of exceptional quality and diversity. Hence, measures to
protect these assets are not only prudent, but should be required by the license and related permits.

The proposed Make-Up Pond C will provide a means for Duke Energy to maintain continuity of its
operations at the Lee Nuclear Station during exceptional drought periods. More importantly, use of this
“drought contingency pond” as an alternate water source during these climatic extremes will eliminate a
dependence on withdrawals solely from the Broad River for station operations. As we have witnessed
during the drought conditions that have dominated our state for much of the last 12 years, under severe
and prolonged drought, even a river the size of the Broad becomes stressed. The availability of Make-Up
Pond C will essentially establish a floor for withdrawals from the river under these severe conditions.
Shifting to Make-Up Pond C will, therefore, substantially mitigate the impacts of the proposed LNS
operations during these especially sensitive periods, thereby providing for baseflows protective of
recreational and riparian needs downstream, as well as for habitat and wildlife.

SCWF has partnered with numerous other conservation organizations over the past several years to
encourage our legislature to pass the “South Carolina Surface Water Withdrawal and Reporting Act” (the
Act). After years of debate, compromise language was passed by our legislature earlier this month.
Based on the provisions of this statute, and the water management plan proposed for the Lee Nuclear
Station by Duke Energy, to include the operations of Make-Up Pond C and the Ninety-Nine Islands
Reservoir, it is our understanding that Duke’s proposed water withdrawals are consistent with the spirit,
intent, and specifications of the Act. Likewise, the proposed water management plan presented by Duke
appears consistent with the requirements of its FERC license for the Ninety-Nine Islands Hydroelectric
Station.

SCWF appreciates the opportunity to comment on the proposed facilities, and we will continue to
participate in review of the Lee Nuclear Station licensing and permitting processes going forward. The
critical technical review by agencies, including compliance with NEPA requirements, is certainly
appropriate and wise with a project of this scope. SCWF supports rigorous review by Federal and State
regulatory and natural resource agencies to confirm that all regulatory requirements are met, and that
prudent stewardship of our natural resources, including water resources, is assured.

Thank you for considering our comments.

(e =
Ben GreggG\%

Executive Director





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 450
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for compliance with 10CFR1, Appendix A.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


