
 
 
 
      July 28, 2010 
 
 
Ms. Andrea Shipley 
Executive Director 
Snake River Alliance 
P.O. Box 1731 
Boise, Idaho  83701 
 
SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO SNAKE RIVER ALLIANCE LETTER TO U.S. NUCLEAR 

REGULATORY COMMISSION REGARDING PUBLIC MEETINGS 
ASSOCIATED WITH AREVA’S PENDING APPLICATION TO BUILD A 
URANIUM ENRICHMENT FACILITY IN IDAHO 

 
Dear Ms. Shipley: 
 
This letter is in response to your June 11, 2010, letter to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) Chairman Gregory B. Jaczko, regarding AREVA Enrichment Services LLC’s  
pending application to the NRC for the proposed Eagle Rock Enrichment Facility near Idaho 
Falls in Bonneville County, Idaho.  In your letter, you request that the NRC reconsider its 
decision to not conduct a public meeting on this project in Boise, Idaho.   
 
The NRC holds environmental review public meetings where the environment could potentially 
be most affected.  Idaho Falls was selected because the anticipated, potential environmental 
impacts would most likely be local, and thus, the nearby communities and environmental 
resources would be potentially most affected.  The NRC will conduct a public meeting on the 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed enrichment facility on August 12, 
2010, in Idaho Falls, Idaho.   
 
As a result of interest from local officials, members of the public and citizen groups from the 
State of Idaho, an additional public meeting will be held in Boise, Idaho, on August 9, 2010.  As 
discussed during our telephone call on July 16, 2010, during the public meeting in Boise, the 
NRC will discuss its roles and responsibilities, and present an overview of the licensing process 
and contents of the Draft EIS.  The Snake River Alliance will have the opportunity to make a 
formal presentation and present comments on the Draft EIS.  In addition, members of the public 
who attend the meeting will be given an opportunity to provide oral and written comments on the 
Draft EIS.  
 
Although meetings such as those planned on August 9 and 12, 2010, are intended to facilitate 
public participation, they are not the only way for the public to provide comments on the Draft 
EIS.  Interested members of the public may submit written comments on the Draft EIS to the 
NRC during the public comment period, which ends on September 13, 2010.  All comments 
received during the public meetings and public comment period are taken into consideration by 
the NRC when preparing the Final EIS.  Any comments received after the public comment 
period will be considered by the NRC staff as practical. 
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The NRC’s Notice of Availability of the Draft EIS for public comment was published in the 
Federal Register (75 FR 42466) on July 21, 2010.  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Notice of Availability was published in the Federal Register on July 23, 2010 (75 FR 43160).  
The Draft EIS can be accessed through NRC’s Agencywide Documents Access and 
Management System at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html.  From this website, enter 
the Accession Number ML101890384.  The Draft EIS can also be accessed from the NRC’s 
website at http://webwork.nrc.gov:300/reading-rm/doc-collections/nuregs/staff/sr1945/. 
 
The NRC welcomes the attendance and participation of all interested stakeholders at the public 
meetings and your comments on the Draft EIS.  
 
If you have additional questions regarding the project, please contact Stephen Lemont of my 
staff at 301-415-5163, or by email at Stephen.Lemont@nrc.gov. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
      /RA by Stephen Lemont Acting for/ 
 

Diana Diaz-Toro, Chief 
Environmental Review Branch A 
Environmental Protection  
  and Performance Assessment Directorate 
Division of Waste Management 
  and Environmental Protection 
Office of Federal and State Materials 
  and Environmental Management Programs 
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