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MEMORANDUM TO: Rani L. Franovich, Chief 

Performance Assessment Branch 
Division of Inspection and Regional Support 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

 
FROM: Audrey L. Klett /RA/ 

Performance Assessment Branch 
Division of Inspection and Regional Support 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

 
SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF THE REACTOR OVERSIGHT PROCESS MONTHLY 

PUBLIC MEETING HELD ON JUNE 23, 2010 
 
 
On June 23, 2010, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff hosted the Reactor 
Oversight Process (ROP) monthly public meeting with the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) ROP 
Task Force and other industry representatives (i.e., the industry).  Enclosure 1 contains the 
meeting attendance list, and Enclosure 2 contains the meeting handouts.  The meeting agenda 
is available in the Agencywide Documents and Access Management System (ADAMS) at 
Accession Number ML101600491.  Meeting attendees discussed topics related to assessment, 
inspection, and performance indicators (PIs). 
 
The staff informed the industry of its intent to issue a new inspection manual chapter (IMC) by 
the end of the year for the oversight of plants in extended (i.e., greater than six months) 
shutdown conditions.  Unlike IMC 0350, “Oversight of Reactor Facilities in a Shutdown 
Condition due to Significant Performance and/or Operational Concerns,” the new IMC would not 
apply to plants with significant performance issues.  The new IMC will direct NRC resources, 
oversight activities, and communications of plant status and NRC assessment to stakeholders.  
In response to industry questions, the staff stated it would consider changes to PIs for plants in 
extended shutdown conditions. 
 
The staff informed the industry that the NRC regional offices will conduct their mid-cycle 
meetings the first two weeks of August 2010. 
 
The staff informed the industry of its plans to issue a draft revision of NUREG-1022, “Event 
Reporting Guidelines: 10 CFR 50.72 and 50.73,” and to conduct a public meeting to discuss the 
draft.  In response to an industry request, the staff said it would consider giving a presentation 
after final issuance of the NUREG revision.  The staff also summarized the results of the public 
meeting regarding fire protection screening criteria and stated that the NRC will issue close-out 
letters to licensees.  The staff informed the licensee that a revision to IMC 0620, “Inspection 
Documents and Records,” would be issued this year.  The staff also responded to the industry’s 
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request to clarify the term “abbreviated finding,” as it is used in IMC 0612, “Power Reactor 
Inspection Reports.”  The staff clarified that the term applies to the level of documentation for 
green licensee-identified violations, which is less than required for other findings and is not a 
characteristic or a new type of finding. 
 
Staff and industry discussed two unresolved white papers concerning (1) monitoring emergency 
diesel generator (EDG) fuel oil transfer pumps (FOTPs) as part of the mitigating system 
performance index (MSPI) and (2) revising the component failure mode definitions for EDGs.  
The staff provided its compilation of EDG failure data, start and load run demands, and run and 
load-run hours (Enclosure 2).  The staff also discussed its conclusions based on its review of 
the data.  Because the baseline values in NEI 99-02, Appendix F, Table 8, did not change 
much, the staff recommended that the values remain the same.  The industry indicated that in 
order to agree with the staff’s conclusions regarding the FOTP simulation, they need to see all 
the assumptions used to generate the final results.  The staff will compile all the assumptions 
used in the simulation and forward that information to the NEI and industry.  The staff 
recommended that the staff and industry develop agreement on the new definitions at the next 
ROP monthly meeting.  The staff intends to document its conclusions and the inputs, 
assumptions, and calculations used to support its conclusions and to make this information 
publicly available in ADAMS so that NEI 99-02 can refer to the analysis and thereby preserve a 
record of the effort, methodology, and findings for future reference. 
 
The staff discussed the effort to revise NEI 99-02 to include guidance for updating MSPI basis 
documents.  The staff provided the industry with a revised excerpt of NEI 99-02 containing the 
staff’s recommended changes (Enclosure 2).  The industry provided some initial feedback 
during the meeting and stated that it would provide more comments at a future ROP monthly 
meeting. 
 
The staff discussed its plans to develop a framework for new PIs.  The staff intends to revise 
IMC 0608, “Performance Indicator Program,” this year by incorporating guidance for developing 
a new PI.  The staff is continuing its efforts to determine if any gaps in oversight may exist.  The 
industry suggested that the NRC review self-revealing findings in its effort to determine if any 
gaps in oversight exist because NRC and licensee processes failed to identify and prevent 
these issues.  The industry asked if the current PIs would be evaluated to the new PI traits, 
once developed.  The staff stated that (1) it was not sure if the results of such a review would 
result in changes to the ROP, and (2) the value of the exercise is not apparent given the 
resources that would be expended. 
 
The industry did not provide any new PI FAQs at this meeting, and the staff provided the 
industry with updates and its proposed resolutions to the open FAQs (Enclosure 2).  FAQ 09-10 
remains on-hold pending the outcome of further discussions between the NRC and industry 
emergency preparedness staff.  The staff provided its proposed written response to FAQ 10-02, 
and the industry provided initial feedback.  The NEI plans to provide a revised response to the 
FAQ at the next ROP monthly meeting.  The staff provided its written response to FAQ 10-03, 
and the meeting participants agreed that the FAQ is final with an effective date of July 1, 2010.  
The staff provided its written response to FAQ 10-04, and the industry agreed to move  
FAQ 10-04 to final status with an effective date of July 1, 2010.  The staff also provided its 
written response to FAQ 10-05, and the meeting participants agreed that the FAQ is final with 
an effective date of July 1, 2010.  As part of its review of FAQ 10-05, the staff recognized the 
need to develop a new generic FAQ regarding the EOP criteria in the Unplanned Scrams with 
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Complications indicator because different PWR plant designs and vendors are not equitably 
assessed when answering the question, “Was the scram response procedure unable to be 
completed without entering another EOP?”  The staff plans to introduce the new FAQ at a future 
ROP monthly meeting. 
 
The status of FAQs is as follows: 
 
TempNo. PI Topic Status Plant/Co.
09-10 EP02 Common EOF Participation On Hold Generic 
10-02 IE04 USwC Discussed Generic 
10-03 IE04 USwC Final Wolf Creek 
10-04 MS06-MS10 Missing CCF Value Final Browns Ferry 1
10-05 IE04 USwC – LOFC EOP Final Palo Verde 

 
The industry requested the NRC to post previously-approved FAQs (numbers 469 through 473) 
to the public website and to ensure that all FAQs are text-searchable.  The industry also stated 
it may discuss the possibility of adding the LER number to the submitted data for the unplanned 
scrams PI at a future meeting. 
 
The next ROP monthly public meeting will be held on August 4, 2010.  The following ROP 
monthly public meeting is tentatively scheduled for September 15, 2010. 
 
Enclosures: 
1.  Attendance List – June 23, 2010 
2.  Meeting Agenda and Handouts 
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  ENCLOSURE 1 

ATTENDANCE LIST - ROP PUBLIC MEETING – June 23, 2010 
 

Name: Affiliation: 

Gerry Sowers APS 

Terry Patterson CENG 

Gary Miller Dominion 

Roy Linthicum Exelon 

Robin Ritzman First Energy 

Jim Peschel FPL 

Glen Masters INPO 

Bruce Mrowca ISL 

Jim Slider NEI 

Jim Peschel NextEra 

Audrey Klett NRC 

Kevin Roche NRC 

Jocelyn Lian NRC 

Ron Frahm NRC 

Bob Kahler NRC 

Rani Franovich NRC 

Stephen Vaughn NRC 

Tim Kobetz NRC 

Ken Heffner Progress Energy 

Tony Zimmerman Progress Energy 

Greg Sosson PSEG 

Dave Midlik Southern Nuclear 

Duane Kanitz STARS 

Robyn Sarge STP Nuclear Operating Co. 

Rod Cook TVA 

Raul Muńoz UNESA 

Carlos Sisco Winston & Strawn 

Lenny Sueper Xcel Energy 
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