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 By letter dated June 21, 2010, the NRC staff provided the Licensing Board and the other 

parties with another update regarding the schedule for the preparation and issuance of its safety 

and environmental review documents associated with this 10 C.F.R. Part 52 combined license 

(COL) proceeding by which applicant Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) seeks authorization to 

construct and operate two new Advanced Passive 1000 (AP1000) units at its existing Bellefonte 

Nuclear Power Plant (BNPP) site.  See Letter from Jody C. Martin, NRC Staff Counsel, to 

Licensing Board (June 21, 2010) [hereinafter Staff Letter].  According to the staff’s letter, the 

staff is unable to develop a schedule for the safety review of the Bellefonte COL application at 

this time due to the uncertainty regarding TVA’s plans with respect to that application.  See Staff 

Letter at 2. 

The staff attributes its uncertainty to TVA’s recent issuance of a supplemental 

environmental impact statement (EIS) in which TVA recommends completing Bellefonte Unit 1, 
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a partially constructed Babcock and Wilcox pressurized water reactor (PWR) unit at the BNPP 

site, as opposed to constructing one or more new AP1000 PWR units.  See id. at 1-2; see also 

Environmental Impact Statements, Notice of Availability, 75 Fed. Reg. 28,612 (May 21, 2010).  

The staff references a press release in which TVA announced that the TVA Board of Directors, 

after considering the TVA supplemental EIS, public comments on the supplemental EIS, and 

several other studies, intends to make a final decision on how to proceed at the BNPP site at an 

August 20, 2010 meeting.  See Staff Letter at 2; see also id., attach. 1 (TVA Press Release, 

Single Nuclear Unit at the Bellefonte Plant Site (available at 

http://www.tva.com/environment/reports/blnp/index/htm)).  The staff stated that it will reassess 

its safety and environmental review schedules once TVA has provided a more concrete 

assessment of TVA’s plans for the Bellefonte site.  Staff Letter at 2.  The staff also stated that 

given the present uncertainty, it is unlikely the staff will issue its draft EIS associated with 

Units 3 and 4 by the fall 2011, as the staff previously indicated in its November 20, 2009 and 

March 1, 2010 letters to the Board.  Id.; see also Letter from Jody C. Martin, NRC Staff Counsel, 

to Licensing Board (Nov. 20, 2009; Letter from Jody C. Martin, NRC Staff Counsel, to Licensing 

Board (Mar. 1, 2010).  The staff nonetheless assured the Board that it will continue to update 

the Board and the other parties to this proceeding if any significant new information becomes 

available.  Id. at 3. 

 As we have noted previously, any adjudicatory resolution of the two National 

Environmental Policy Act-related contentions that have been admitted in this COL proceeding 

still appears unlikely for a considerable period of time given the current uncertainty regarding 

the status of TVA’s pending COL application for the two new AP1000 units at the BNPP site.  

The Board nonetheless continues to monitor the status of the staff’s progress on an ongoing 

basis.  To this end, the Board requests that by no later than Monday, September 20, 2010, the 
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staff provide the Board and the other parties with an update regarding the staff’s schedule for its 

environmental and safety reviews associated with this proceeding.   

 Further, and as has been the case previously, in the interim the staff should provide the 

Board and the parties with notice of any significant developments or changes relative to the 

staff’s safety and environmental review schedules for this COL proceeding, including issuance 

of its draft EIS or safety evaluation report with open items. 

 Finally, the Board will continue to defer issuing its 10 C.F.R. § 2.332(a) general schedule 

for this proceeding pending the receipt of a more definitive schedule for the staff’s safety and 

environmental reviews, which is important information the Board needs to create a realistic 

schedule in accord with the model milestones guidance in 10 C.F.R. Part 2, app. B.II. 

 It is so ORDERED. 

 
      FOR THE ATOMIC SAFETY 
         AND LICENSING BOARD 
 
 
 
      ________________________________                                         
      G. Paul Bollwerk, III 
      CHAIRMAN 
 
Rockville, Maryland 
 
June 29, 2010 
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