
 
           June 28, 2010 

 
 
Mr. Edward D. Halpin 
President and 
Chief Executive Officer 
STP Nuclear Operating Company 
South Texas Project Electric 
P.O. Box 289 
Wadsworth, TX  77483 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: SOUTH TEXAS PROJECT ELECTRIC GENERATING STATION, UNITS 1 

AND 2 - NRC EXAMINATION REPORT 05000498/2010301; 05000499/2010301  
 
 
Dear Mr. Halpin: 
 
On May 27, 2010, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) completed an initial operator 
license retake examination at South Texas Project Electric Generating Station, Units 1 and 2.  
The enclosed report documents the examination findings and licensing decisions.  A telephonic 
exit meeting was conducted on June 7, 2010, with Mr. Ken Struble, Supervisor Operations 
Training, who was provided the NRC licensing decision. 
 
The retake examination included the evaluation of one applicant for reactor operator license and 
was comprised of the written examination.  The applicant passed the operating test during the 
December 2009 initial license examination.  The license examiner determined that the applicant 
satisfied the requirements of 10 CFR Part 55, and the appropriate license has been issued.  
There were no post-examination comments submitted by your staff.  The enclosure to this letter 
contains the details of this report. 
 
No findings of significance were identified during this examination. 
 

UNITED STATES

NU C LE AR RE G ULATO RY  C O M M I S S I O N

R E G I O N  I V

612  EAST LAMAR BLVD ,  S U ITE  400

AR LI N GTON ,  TE X AS  76011-4125

 



STP Nuclear Operating Company - 2 - 

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC's "Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter and its 
enclosure will be available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document 
Room or from the Publicly Available Records (PARS) component of NRC’s document system 
(ADAMS).  ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-
rm/adams.html (the Public Electronic Reading Room). 
 
      Sincerely,  
 
 
      /RA/ 
 
      Mark S. Haire, Chief 

Operations Branch 
      Division of Reactor Safety 
Dockets:   50-498; 50-499 
Licenses:  NPF-76; NPF-80 
 
Enclosure: 
NRC Examination Report 05000498/2010301; 05000499/2010301 
 
cc w/enclosure: 
Kevin Richards, Senior Vice President and 
Assistant to CEO 
STP Nuclear Operating Company 
South Texas Project 
P.O. Box 289 
Wadsworth, TX  77483 
 
David W. Rencurrel 
Senior Vice President Units 1 and 2 
STP Nuclear Operating Company 
South Texas Project 
P.O. Box 289 
Wadsworth, TX  77483 
 
Louis Peter, Plant General Manager 
STP Nuclear Operating Company 
South Texas Project  
P.O. Box 289 
Wadsworth, TX  77483 
 
Tim Powell, Vice President, Engineering 
STP Nuclear Operating Company 
South Texas Project 
P.O. Box 289 
Wadsworth, TX  77483 
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A. W. Harrison, Manager, Licensing 
STP Nuclear Operating Company 
South Texas Project 
P.O. Box 289 
Wadsworth, TX  77483 
 
Charles T. Bowman, General Manager, Oversight 
STP Nuclear Operating Company 
South Texas Project 
P.O. Box 289 
Wadsworth, TX  77483 
 
Marilyn Kistler 
Senior Staff Specialist, Licensing 
STP Nuclear Operating Company 
South Texas Project 
P.O. Box 289 
Wadsworth, TX  77483 
 
Cheryl Mele 
City of Austin 
Electric Utility Department 
721 Barton Springs Road 
Austin, TX  78704 
 
J. J. Nesrsta/R. K. Temple/ 
  Ed Alercon/Kevin Pollo 
City Public Service 
P.O. Box 1771 
San Antonio, TX  78296 
 
Jon C. Wood 
Cox, Smith, & Matthews 
112 East Pecan, Suite 1800 
San Antonio, TX  78205 
 
A. H. Gutterman / Steve Frantz. 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 
1111 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC  20004 
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Richard A. Ratliff, P.E., L.M.P. 
Radiation Safety Licensing Branch Manager 
Division for Regulatory Services 
Texas Department of State Health 
Mail Code 2385 
P.O. Box 149347  
Austin, TX  78714-9347 
 
Brian Almon 
Public Utility Commission of Texas 
P.O. Box 13326 
Austin, TX  78711-3326 
 
Environmental and Natural Resources 
Policy Director, Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin, TX  78711-3189 
 
Mr. Nate McDonald 
Judge, Matagorda County 
Matagorda County Courthouse 
1700 Seventh Street 
Bay City, TX  77414 
 
Anthony P. Jones, Chief Boiler Inspector 
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation 
Boiler Division 
E.O. Thompson State Office Building 
P.O. Box 12157 
Austin, TX  78711 
 
Susan M. Jablonski 
Office of Permitting, Remediation and Registration 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
MC-122 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, TX  78711-3087 
 
Ted Enos 
4200 South Hulen, Suite 422 
Fort Worth, TX  76109 
 
Kevin Howell/Catherine Callaway/Jim von Suskil 
NRG Energy, Inc. 
1301 McKinney, Suite 2300 
Houston, TX  77010 
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Chief, Technological Hazards  
   Branch 
FEMA Region VI 
800 North Loop 288 
Federal Regional Center 
Denton, TX  76209 
 
C. M. Canady 
City of Austin 
Electric Utility Department 
721 Barton Springs Road 
Austin, TX  78704 
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Electronic distribution by RIV: 
Regional Administrator (Elmo.Collins@nrc.gov) 
Deputy Regional Administrator (Chuck.Casto@nrc.gov) 
DRP Director (Dwight.Chamberlain@nrc.gov) 
DRP Deputy Director (Anton.Vegel@nrc.gov) 
DRS Director (Roy.Caniano@nrc.gov) 
DRS Deputy Director (Troy.Pruett@nrc.gov) 
Senior Resident Inspector (John.Dixon@nrc.gov) 
Resident Inspector (Binesh.Tharakan@nrc.gov) 
Branch Chief, DRP/A (Wayne.Walker@nrc.gov) 
Senior Project Engineer, DRP/A (David.Proulx@nrc.gov) 
Project Engineer, DRP/A (Nick.Hernandez@nrc.gov) 
Project Engineer, DRP/A (Laura.Micewski@nrc.gov) 
STP Administrative Assistant (Lynn.Wright@nrc.gov) 
Public Affairs Officer (Victor.Dricks@nrc.gov) 
Public Affairs Officer (Lara.Uselding@nrc.gov) 
Project Manager (Mohan.Thadani@nrc.gov) 
Branch Chief, DRS/TSB (Michael.Hay@nrc.gov) 
RITS Coordinator (Marisa.Herrera@nrc.gov) 
Regional Counsel (Karla.Fuller@nrc.gov) 
Congressional Affairs Officer (Jenny.Weil@nrc.gov) 
OEMail Resource 
DRS/TSB STA (Dale.Powers@nrc.gov) 
OEDO RIV Coordinator (Leigh.Trocine@nrc.gov) 
Branch Chief, DRS/OB (Mark.Haire@nrc.gov) 
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U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
 

REGION IV 
 

Dockets: 50-498, 50-499 

Licenses: NPF-76, NPF-80 

Report: 05000498/2010301; 05000499/2010301 

Licensee: STP Nuclear Operating Company 

Facility: South Texas Project Electric Generating Station, Units 1 and 2 

Location: Wadsworth, Texas  

Dates: May 27 through June 7, 2010 

Inspectors: G. Apger, Chief Examiner 

Approved By: Mark S. Haire, Chief 
Operations Branch 
Division of Reactor Safety 

 
 



 

 2 Enclosure 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
 
ER05000498/2010301; 05000499/2010301; 05/27/2010 – 06/07/2010; South Texas Project 
Electric Generating Station, Units 1 and 2; Initial Operator Licensing Examination Report. 
 
An NRC examiner evaluated the competency of one applicant for reactor operator license at 
South Texas Project Electric Generating Station, Units 1 and 2. 
 
The licensee developed the written examination using NUREG-1021, "Operator Licensing 
Examination Standards for Power Reactors," Revision 9, Supplement 1.  The written 
examination was administered by the licensee on May 27, 2010. 
 
The examiner determined that the applicant satisfied the requirements of 10 CFR Part 55 and 
the appropriate license has been issued.   
 
A. NRC-Identified and Self-Revealing Findings 

 
No findings of significance were identified. 

 
B.  Licensee-Identified Violations 
 

None. 
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REPORT DETAILS 
 

4. OTHER ACTIVITIES (OA) 
       
4OA5 Other Activities (Initial Operator License Examination) 
 
 .1 License Applications 
 
 a. Scope 
 

The NRC examiner reviewed the license application submitted to ensure the applicant 
satisfied relevant license eligibility requirements.  The examiner also audited the license 
application in detail to confirm that it accurately reflected the subject applicant’s 
qualifications.  This audit focused on the applicant’s experience and on-the-job training, 
including control manipulations that provided significant reactivity changes.  Additionally, 
the examiner reviewed remedial actions by South Texas Project for the applicant to 
ensure the applicant met 10 CFR 55 and NUREG-1021 requirements for a retake 
examination. 

 
 b. Findings 
 

No findings of significance were identified. 
 
.2 Examination Development 
 

a. Scope 
 

The NRC examiners reviewed the written examination outline and draft examination 
submitted by the licensee against the requirements of NUREG-1021.   
 

b. Findings 
 

The NRC examiner provided outline and draft examination comments to the licensee.  
The licensee satisfactorily completed comment resolution prior to examination 
administration. 

 
The NRC examiner determined that the written examination initially submitted by the 
licensee was within the range of acceptability expected for a proposed examination. 

 
.3 Operator Knowledge and Performance 
 
 a. Scope 
 

On May 27, 2010, the licensee proctored the administration of the written examination to 
the applicant.  The licensee staff graded the written examination, analyzed the results, 
and presented their analysis to the NRC on June 4, 2010. 

 
 b. Findings 
 

No findings of significance were identified. 
 



 

 4 Enclosure 

The applicant passed the written examination.  The final written examination may be 
accessed in the ADAMS system under the accession number noted in the attachment.  
There were no post-examination comments as indicated in the licensee submittal. 

 
.4 Simulation Facility Performance 
 
 a. Scope 
 

The NRC did not observe simulator performance because this was a retake of the 
written examination. 

 
 b. Findings 
 

No findings of significance were identified. 
 
 .5 Examination Security 
 
 a. Scope 
 

The NRC examiner discussed examination security with the facility to ensure 
compliance with 10 CFR 55.49 and NUREG-1021. 

 
 b. Findings 
 

No findings of significance were identified. 
 

4OA6 Meetings, Including Exit 
 

A telephonic exit was conducted on June 7, 2010, between Ms. Laura Hurley, Licensing 
Assistant, and Ken Struble, Supervisor Operations Training.  
 
The licensee did not identify any information or materials used during the examination 
as proprietary. 

 
 
ATTACHMENT: SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION



 

 A-1 Attachment  

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 
 

KEY POINTS OF CONTACT 
 
Licensee Personnel 
K. Struble, Supervisor Operations Training 
 
NRC Personnel 
J. Dickson, Senior Resident Inspector 
 
 

ADAMS DOCUMENTS REFERENCED 
 

Accession No. ML101680518 - FINAL WRITTEN EXAM 
 


