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June 23. 2010

The H-Ionorable Girgory lJaczko
ChAirman
U:.,S. Nuclear Rceulatory ,. minmission
\Vashington, DC 20555-0001

i)ear C'hairman Jaczko:

I am writing to request the status or iwc Nucleai' Regulaltor Cominlission s technical review of
the Department of lEnergy's T)O1 license application or construction anthorization of thc
proposed reposilory at Yincca Mounailn.

It is my Qandersianding that the Atomlic Saletyv and Licensinge Board (AS.I\A) has suspended tihe
hearing process on the license application and is prescntly considerimnt a motion by the IX)OF to
willhdraw the license application with prcjudicc.

I also undcrsland, however, that the NFRC stafrs technical review of the IN( )l1 licens applicationi
is conotmiing and that the NN RC staff has reccnt lv reportcd to the ASI.I3 regarding their
expccatiin o01 COmp~lCting their review and isstuing Volume I o lithe Safety v valuation Report
(SI FR) possibly as soon as this A.ugust and \:olume 3 be torie hend ol this ear. enless and
until ihe (C'ommission ul1inatelv rules on l)() Is notion io withdraw the license applicalion, it is
my view that the staff's work should 11 cotinuc. Furlhcrnore. anyv COI)ICtlCLd volumes should be
made available to the public in kccping with the Commission's commitment 1t openneIss and

1 ransparency,

.\ccoidiil,'ly. I request a detailed update on the statlus ofthe NR(* stalfs technical review ofthe
Yucca li cense application. In particuki hr. please provide the current schedule for conipleting and

issung the various volumes of the Se R iAncluding any volumes already completed and mlaking
them publicly available. Please describe any pIlcnlhtial issues or concerns the NRC stafi' has
identitiCd that wonuld preclude the pImiposed repository flom meeting all applicable IFcderal
standards for protecting pulblic health and sailety and the environment. Plcase include the nulmbcr
o o ulistaldirig i ure lt S fts or additional inllorillation.



I respectfully request that the Commission respond by June 30, 2010. Please contact Annie
CapuLo with the Committee on Environment and Public Works with any questions you may
have. She can be reached at 202-224-6176.

Sincerely,

,lames vI. lnho1e

Cc: C ommissioner Kristine L. Svinicki
Commissioner George Aposlolakis
Commissioner William D. Magwood, IV
Commissioner William C. Ostendorff




