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S NAKE ;RIVER

IDAHO'S NUCLEAR WATCHDOG
& CLEAN ENERGY ADVOCATE

www.snakeriveralliance.org

June 11, 2010

Chairman Gregory B. Jaczko

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Mail Stop O-16G4

Washington, DC 20555-0001

Dear Chairman Jaczko,

I am writing in reference to Areva's pending application with the NRC to build a uranium enrichment

factory in Idaho. The Snake River Alliance has served as. Idaho's nuclear watchdog for 30 years, and in

that capacity we are monitoring Areva's proposal, attending any relevant meetings associated with this

proposal, and staying in close contact with the NRC staff assigned to this project.

We have anticipated the release of the draft Environmental Impact Statement from the NRC since this

past January. After scoping meetings concluded in June of 2009, we conducted public outreach that led

to over 100 comments from Idaho residents regarding the forthcoming EIS.process. One of the central

requests made inthose comments was that, in addition to holding a meeting in Idaho Falls, the NRC also

hold a meeting in Boise, the state's capital city. The Mayor of Boise, David Bieter,,was one .of the

residents who formally made this request.

We received notice on May 25, 2010, that a meeting would not be held in Boise.. I Urge the NRC to

reconsider that decision: A meeting in Boise is warranted because:

1) Historically, state and federal agencies have considered the entire population of the state the

"affected community" for large nuclear projects. Practicaily:, that has meant that public

meetings on Department of Energy initiatives have been held in Boise far more often than not.

2) The Idaho Legislature gave large tax breaks to Areva to come to Idaho, and as a result, all

Idahoans have a right to comment on this project.

3) The proposed facility sits over the sole source aquifer for the entire southern half of the state.
4) The transportation of radioactive materialsacross the statethat would occur if this facility is

licensed could affect all Idahoans.

It is clear that the potential environmental impacts of this facility, especially as they relate to

transportation issues specific to the Safety Evaluation, could significantly affect communities state-wide.

We hope you will exercise your authority in this instance and requirea meeting be held in Boise on the

Chairman Gregory B. Jaczko 

IDAHO'S ~UCLEAR WATCHDOCo 
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Dear Chairman Jaczko, 

June 11, 2010 

I am writing in reference to Areva's pending application with the NRC to build a uranium enrichment 

factory in Idaho. The Snake River Alliance has served as Idaho's nuclear watch!iog for 30 years, and in 

that capacity we are monitoring Areya's proposal, attendi~g any relevant meetings associated with this 

proposal, and staying in close contact with the NRC staff assigned to this project. 

We have anticipated the release of the draft Environmental Impact Statement from the NRC since this 

past January. After scoping meetings concluded in June of 2009, we conducted public outreach that led 

to over 100 comments from Idaho residents regarding the forthcoming EISpro!=ess. One of the central 

requests made inthos~ccimments was that, in addition to holding a meeting in Idah~ Falls, the NRC also 

hold a meeting in Boise, the state's capital city. The Mayor of Boise, David Bieter, was oneofthe 
residentswho formally ~ade this requ·est.· . .'. .." .... ',' . 

We received notice on May 25, 2010; that ameetingwould not be held in Boise .. 1 urge the NRC to 

reconsider that decision: A meeting in Boise is warranted because: 

1) Historically, state and federal agencies have considered the entire population of the state the 
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"affected community" for large nuclear projects; Pradically; that has meant that public 

meetings on Department of Energy initiatives have been held in Boise far more often than not. 

2) . The'ldaho' Legislature gave large tax breaks to Areva to. come to Idaho, and as a result, all 
,; . . . .'" ,.- , 

'Idahoans have a right to comment on this project. . '. ' ....,' ' . .. . \ . 

3) The proposed facility sits over the sole source aquifer forthe entire southern half of the state. 

4) The transportation of radioactive materials across the state. that would qccur if this facility is 

licensed could affect all Idahoans . 

It is clear that the potential environmental impacts of this facility, especially as they relate to 

transportation issues specific to the Safety Evaluation, could significantly affect communities state-wide. . . : '. ..,' .. ' , .. 
We hope you will exercise your authority in this instance and require a meeting be held in Boise on the 



draft EIS. Thank you for your time and consideration of this important matter. If you would like, I would

be happy/tt\discuss this request with you.

draft EIS. Thank you for your time and consideration of this important matter. If you would like, I would 

be happy, 

Executive director 
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Andrea Shipley 
Executive Director 

Box 1731 
Boise, Idaho 83701 
PH 208.344.9161 
FX 208.331.0885 

ashipley@snakeriveralliance.org 

III III Ill. snakeriveralli a nce. org 


