
UNITED STATES 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 


REGION I 

475 ALLENDALE ROAD 


KING OF PRUSSIA. PA 19406-1415 


June 23 s 2010 

Mr. Thomas P. Joyce 
President and Chief Nuclear Officer 
PSEG Nuclear LLC - N09 
P.O. Box 236 
Hancock's Bridge, NJ 08038 

SUBJECT: 	 OFFSITE PLANNING DEFICIENCIES IDENTIFIED DURING THE MAY 18, 2010 
SALEM AND HOPE CREEK GENERATING STATIONS EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS EXERCISE 

Dear Mr. Joyce: 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), 
Region II Office, to the Commanding Officer, New Jersey Emergency Management Section 
dated May 26,2010. This letter discusses two planning deficiencies identified during evaluation 
of the May 18, 2010 emergency preparedness exercise at the Salem and Hope Creek 
Generating Stations. FEMA defines a deficiency as "an observed or identified inadequacy of 
organizational performance in an exercise that could cause a finding that offsite emergency 
preparedness is not adequate to provide reasonable assurance that appropriate measures can 
be taken in the event of a radiological emergency to protect the health and safety of the public 
living in the vicinity of a nuclear power plant." Specifically, the deficiencies involved the 
timeliness in developing and issuing a protective action decision to the public and inadequate 
and inaccurate information provided to the public via special news broadcast and several press 
releases. 

The purpose of this letter is to communicate FEMA's official notification of the deficiencies that 
were sent to the New Jersey State Police Emergency Management Section. This letter is in 
accordance with the NRC-FEMA Memorandum of Understanding. No response to the NRC is 
required. 

The NRC encourages PSEG Nuclear to work with the appropriate offsite governmental agencies 
to ensure a timely resolution of these issues. The NRC will continue to monitor the status of 
these issues. It is our understanding that a remedial exercise for the two deficiencies is required 
to be demonstrated within 120 days of the exercise date, May 18, 2010. In accordance with the 
NRC-FEMA Memorandum of Understanding, the NRC and the FEMA Region" Office will 
assess the progress made toward resolution of these issues, and will decide at that time if 
additional measures are necessary. 

If these issues are not adequately resolved by September 18,2010, FEMA may withdraw the 
finding of reasonable assurance according to the requirements of 44 CFR 350.13(a). At that 
time, the NRC would take appropriate action according to the requirements of 10 CFR 
50.54(s)(2) and 50.54{s)(3). 
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In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC's "Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter and its 
enclosures will be made available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public 
Document Room or from the Publicly Available Records (PARS) component of the NRC's 
document system (ADAMS). ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html(the Public Electronic Reading Room). 

If you have any further questions, please contact Cherie J. Crisden at (610) 337-5061. 

fJ~;L~~ 
James M. Trapp. Chief 
Plant Support Branch 1 
Division of Reactor Safety 
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Sincerely, 

IRA! 

James M. Trapp, Chief 
Plant Support Branch 1 
Division of Reactor Safety 
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ENCLOSURE 

U.S. Department of Homdand security 
Region U 
Jacob K. Javits fedeml Office Building 
26 Federal Plaza. Room 1311 
New York. NY )0278·0002 

FEMA 

May 26, 2010 

Major Dennis McNulty 
Commanding Officer 
Emergency Management Section 
New Jersey State Police 
P.O. Box 7068 
West Trenton., NJ 08628-0068 

SUBJECT: 	 Salem Hope Creek Nuclear Generating Station 2010 Full Scale Exercise 
[dentification of Issues Requiring Timely Corrective Actions 

Dear Major McNulty, 

The full-scale plume and ingestion pathway federally evaluated radiological emergency 
preparedness and response exercise held for the Salem Hope Creek Nuc lear Generating Station 
on May 18-20, 20 I O. We identified two issues that will require timely corrective actions and re
demonstration. These issues have been discussed wilh your REP unit staff at the Participant's 
Briefing on May 21, 2010 and a meeting to discuss remediation is scheduled for June 3. 2010. 

The first issue concerns the timeliness in developing and issuing a protective action decision to 
the public. This was caused by delays in crafting the message, not in actually making an 
appropriate decision. The process for preparing and approving messages needs to be streamlined 
in the procedures and re-demonstrated at a remedial drill that includes the State EOC, the 
Emergency News Center, and Salem and Cumberland Counties. 

The second issue is that the New Jersey response organization provided inadequate and 
inaccurate information to the public in a Special News Broadcast and several Press Releases that 
was not corrected in a timely manner. 

Due to the potential negative impact on public health and safety, we have classified these issues 
as Deficiencies, the most serious category. FEMA defines a Deficiency as " .. , an observed or 
identified inadequacy of organizational perfonnance in an exercise that could cause a finding that 
offsite emergency preparedness is not adequate to provide reasonable assurance that appropriate 
protective measures can be taken in the event of a radiological emergency to protect the health 
and safety of the public living in the vicinity ofa nuclear power plant." 44 CFR 353, App .A. 
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We have notified the Nuclear Regu lator)' Commission of these issues on May 21, 20 I 0 as 
stipulated in the FEMAlNRC Memorandum of Understanding. The issues must be addressed and 
corrected within 120 days of the date of the exercise, or no later than September 18,20]0. 
Questions on this matter can be addressed to Rebecca S. Thomson. Technological Hazards 
Branch Chief., at 212-680-8509. 	 . 

Sincerely, 

c>y /J}1./{~' tt2t {iA1 ~) 
Lynn Canton 
Regional Administrator 

cc; 	 Vanessa Quinn, REP Branch Chief., FEMA HQ 
Samuel Collins, Regional Administrator, NRC R. I 
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