
From: Ronald Burrows 
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2009 7:06 AM 
To: Elizabeth Lorina (elorina@gnzlawfirm.com) 
SUbject: Application Information for Docket Number 40-9075 available in ADAMS 

Dear Ms. Lorina, 

Information regarding the application of Powertech's Dewey-Burdock project is now available in 
ADAMS on NRC's public website (http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams/web-based.html). You 
can obtain all available information by searching with the docket number by entering 04009075 
in the "search" box. 

Regards, 

Ron 

Ronald A. Burrows 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Federal and State Materials and Environmental 
Management Programs 

Uranium Recovery Licensing Branch 
301.415.6443 

http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams/web-based.html
mailto:elorina@gnzlawfirm.com


From: Michael Catches Enemy 
To: ¥lIma. Ha!manol; 
Ccl Ionia Ecoffey. NR8A ED 
Subject: RE: Proposed meeting b:I dIscUSS Powertech Inc. plans b:I extract uranium 
DIItII: Tuesday, NaYember 24, 2009 11:56:22 AM 

Haimanot Yilma, 

We are still transitioning the THPO. I will not be available for those dates because of the transltioning. 

Michael catches Enemy 

Natural Resources Director 

Natural Resources Regulatory Agency 

Oglala Sioux Tribe 

(605) 867-5624 business 
(605) 867-2818 fax 

~ Please consider I.he enVironment before printing this email. 

From: Vilma, Haimanot [mailto:Haimanot.Yilma@nrc.gov] 

Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2009 3:11 PM 

To: ostnrra@gwtc.net 

Subject: Proposed meeting to discuss Powertech Inc. plans to extract uranium 


Dear Mr. Michael Catches Enemy, 

My name is Haimanot Yilma, I am a lead environmental project manager with the Nuclear 

Regulatory Commission (NRC) in Washington DC. I am writing this email as a follow-up to a 

message I left with your office last week to meet and discuss Powertech Inc's application to the 

NRC to extract uranium at their proposed Dewey-Burdock In-Situ Recovery project. This project 

would be located near Edgemont South Dakota. 

Powertech, Inc., plans to extract uranium using In-Situ Recovery technology. This process uses 

wells to extract uranium from sandstone aquifers. As part of our decision making process, we will 

conduct an environmental review as required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

After we have conducted both an environmental and a safety review NRC will decide whether or 

not to issue a license for this project. 

To help us conduct our environmental evaluation, I and a few other NRC staff and contractors will 

be traveling to South Dakota to gather information. We will use this information to characterize 

the impacts that might be caused by this project. While in South Dakota, we would like to visit 
your office to Informally meet with you· about Tribal historic sites or cultural resources that might 

be impacted by this project. We plan to use information we gather to enhance the scope and 
quality of our review. 

Are you or Ms. Ecoffey available to meet with us in the afternoon of Dec 3rd 20091 In addition to 
, our visit, a formal government-to-government consultation letter will be sent to your office soon. 

mailto:ostnrra@gwtc.net
mailto:mailto:Haimanot.Yilma@nrc.gov


We hope to hear from you soon. Please reply to this email or eatl me lit (!Ol) 415~8029 

Sincerely, 

Halmanot YHma 
Project Manapr 

FSME/DWMEP/EPPAD/ER8 
U.S Nuclear Rqulatory Commission 
Phone:301-4~1029 

email: haimanOt.yflmat'nrc.p 
Mall Stop : TSH09 



---

Garrett, aetty 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 

Burrows, Ronald 

Bill; Vilma, Haimanot 
Subject: 	 Notice of Opportunity for Hearing, Powertech USA Inc., Uranium In Situ Recovery., Fall River 

and Custer Counties SO, US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

Cheyenne River Sioux 

. Og,ala Sioux 

Ft. Peck Assiniboine/Sioux 

Lower Brule Sioux 
C 

Rosebud Sioux 

Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate 

Standing Rock Sioux, 

Three Affiliated Tribes 

Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa 

Lower Sioux Indian Community 
Pam Halverson 

1 



Northern Arapaho 
JoAnn White 

Northern Cheyenne 

Crow Creek Sioux 
Wanda Wells 
c/o Tina G Owl 

Flandreau-Santee Sioux 
Bill Beane 
c/o Carol Robertson 

Yankton Sioux 

Dear Interested Parties: 

As a result of a Source Material License application submitted by Powertech USA Inc. to construct 
and operate a uranium in situ recovery facility in Fall River and Custer Counties, South Dakota, the 
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission has issued a Notice of Opportunity for Hearing (Notice) in the 
Federal Register (75 FR 467). This Notice may be retrieved from the following website: . 
http://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/regulatory/adjudicatory/hearing-Iicense-applications.htmlunder the 
heading" Opportunities to Request a Hearing or Petition to Intervene". This Notice can also be can 
be viewed in the NRC's Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS) under 
ADAMS accession number Ml100060051. The NRC is notifying you of this action, as you may have 
an interest. 

Please contact me if you have any questions. 

Regards, 

Ronald A. Burrows CHP, RRPT 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Federal and State Materials and Environmental 
Management Programs 

Uranium Recovery Licensing Branch 

http://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/regulatory/adjudicatory/hearing-Iicense-applications.htmlunder
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From: Ronald Burrows 
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2009 7:06 AM 
To: Elizabeth Lorina (elorina@gnzlawfirm.com) 
SUbject: Application Information for Docket Number 40-9075 available in ADAMS 

Dear Ms. Lorina, 

Information regarding the application of Powertech's Dewey-Burdock project is now available in 
ADAMS on NRC's public website (http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams/web-based.html). You 
can obtain all available information by searching with the docket number by entering 04009075 
in the "search" box. 

Regards, 

Ron 

Ronald A. Burrows 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Federal and State Materials and Environmental 
Management Programs 

Uranium Recovery licensing Branch 
301.415.6443 

http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams/web-based.html
mailto:elorina@gnzlawfirm.com


ML 100331999 

March 19.2010 

Joseph Brings Plenty, Chairman 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe 
P.O. Box 590 
Eagle Butte, SD 57625-0590 

SUBJECT: 	 INVITATION FOR FORMAL CONSULTATION UNDER NATIONAL HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION ACT SECTION 106 AS WELL AS REQUEST FOR 
INFORMATION REGARDING TRIBAL HISTORIC AND CULTURAL 
RESOURCES POTENTIALLY AFFECTED BY THE POWERTECH INC. 
PROPOSED DEWEY-BURDOCK IN-SITU RECOVERY FACILITY NEAR 
EDGEMONT SOUTH DAKOTA 

Dear Chairman Plenty: 

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has received an application from Powertech 
Inc. (Powertech) for a new radioactive source materials license to develop and operate the 
Dewey-Burdock Project located near Edgemont, South Dakota in Fall River and Custer 
Counties. The facility, if licensed, would use an in-situ recovery methodology to extract uranium 
at the Dewey-Burdock site. The proposed project area consists of approximately 10,580 acres 
(4,282 hal located on both sides of Dewey Road (County Road 6463) and portions of Sections 
1-5,10-12, 14, and 15, Township 7 South, Range 1 East and Sections 20, 21, 27, 28, 29, and 
30-35, Township 6 South, Range 1 East, Black Hill Meridian. A map showing the proposed 
project boundary is enclosed (Powertech Figure 1.4-1). 

The South Dakota State Historic Preservation Officer identified the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe 
as potentially attaching religious and cultural significance to historic properties in the project 
area. By this letter, the NRC invites the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe to participate as a 
consulting party in the National Historic Preservation Act Section 106 process. If the Tribe 
would like to participate as a consulting party, please respond by writing to Mr. Kevin Hsueh. 

As established in Title 10 Code of Federal Regulations Part 51 (10 CFR 51), the NRC regulation 
that implements the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended, the NRC is 
preparing a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) for the proposed action. 
As part of the environmental review, the SEIS will include an analysis of potential Impacts to 
historic and cultural properties and is therefore requesting input from the Cheyenne River Sioux 
Tribe to facilitate the identification of tribal historic sites or cultural resources that may be 
affected by the proposed action. Specifically, the NRC Is interested in leaming of any areas on 
the Dewey-Burdock site that you believe have traditional religious or cultural Significance. After 
a careful review and assessment of all the comments received, the NRC will determine what 
additional actions are necessary to comply with 10 CFR 51 and 36 CFR 800, the implementing 
regulation for Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. 



J. B. Plenty 2 

The Powertech Dewey-Burdock Project license application is publicly available in the NRC 
Public Document Room located at One White Flint North, 11555 Rockville Pike, Rockville, 
Maryland 20852, or from the NRC's Agency Wide Documents Access and Management 
System (ADAMS). The ADAMS Public Electronic Reading Room is accessible at 
httl?:lIwww.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. The accession numbers for the Powertech 
application Including the Environmental report is ML092870160. 

Please submit your request to be a consulting party as well as any information that you may 
have regarding this environmental review within 30 days of the receipt of this letter to NRC, 
Attention: Mr. Kevin Hsueh, Mall Stop T8F05. Washington, DC 20555. If you have any 
questions or comments, or need any additional infonnation, please contact Ms. Haimanot Yilma 
of my staff by telephone at 301-415-8029, or email at Haimanot.Yilma@nrc.gov. 

Sincerely, 

IRAJ 

Kevin Hsueh, Branch Chief 
Environmental Review Branch-B 
Environmental Protection and Perfonnance 
Assessment Directorate 

DiVision of Waste Management 
and Environmental Protection 

Office of Federal and State Materials 
and Environmental Management Programs 

Enclosure: 
Figure 1.4-1 

cc w/enclosure: 
D. Dupris 

mailto:Haimanot.Yilma@nrc.gov


J. B. Plenty 2 
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Public Document Room located at One White Flint North, 11555 Rockville Pike, Rockville, 
Maryland 20852, or from the NRC's Agency Wide Documents Access and Management 
System (ADAMS). The ADAMS Public Electronic Reading Room is accessible at 
http://www.nrc.govlreading-rm/adams.html. The accession numbers for the Powertech 
application including the Environmental report is ML092870160. 
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questions or comments, or need any additional information, please contact Ms. Haimanot Yilma 
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D. Dupris 

DISTRIBUTION: 
DWMEP rtf 
AKocklFSME 
BShroff/FSME 
BKlukan/OGC 

Marian Atkins 

JHulllOGC 
BVonTillIURLB 
RBurrows/URLB 
SCohen/URLB 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Hsueh, Branch Chief 
Environmental Review Branch 
Environmental Protection and Performance 
Assessment Directorate 

Division of Waste Management 
and Environmental Protection 

Office of Federal and State Materials 
and Environmental Management Programs 

IDENTICAL LETrER SENT TO ATTACHED LIST 

Field Office Manager 
South Dakota Field Office 
310 Roundup Street 
Belle Fourche, SD 57717-1698 

ML 100331999 


OFC DWMEP DWMEP DWMEP OGC DWMEP 

NAME HYilma TMoon WFord BKlukan via email KHseuh 

DATE 02/3/10 0214110 02112110 03/12/10 03/19/10 
OFFICIAL RECORD COpy 

mailto:Haimanot.Yilma@nrc.gov
http://www.nrc.govlreading-rm/adams.html


IDENTICAL LEITE. lEN! TO; 

1. CtNIInnM: LeeterThompIon Jr. 
Crow Creek Sioux Tribe 
POSox50 
Ft. ThompIOn, 8057338-0050 

2. CtNIInnM: Josh W88ton 
Flandreau-Santee Sioux Tribe 
POBox283 
Flandreau, SO 57028-0283 

3. CMI.......:~ Jandreau 
Lower BruI8 SIoux Tribe 
POBox 187 
Lower Brule, SO 57548-0187 

Cuftunll .......: Clair Green 
Lower 8Nle Sioux Tribe 
POBox 187 
Lower Brule, SO 57548-0187 

... p,......nt: T...... Two Buns 
Ogtata SIoux Tribe 
POBox2070 
Pine Ridge, SO 5mG-2070 

co with encIoeure: 

CuftuNl .........: Michael catchea Enemy 
Oglala Sioux Tribe 
USHwy 18 
Behind Trtbaf Buildtng 
PO Box 320 
Pine Ridge, SO 5mO 

S. ChaInIIM: Rodney IonSeaux 
Rosebud SIoux Tribe 
POBox430 
Rosebud, SO 5151Q-0430 

co with enclolure: 

n.G: Rusaell Eagle Bear 
Rosebud SIoux Tribe 
Tribal Historic Preservation Offtce 
POBox8$8 
Rosebud,· SO 57570-0658 



ce with enclosure: 

THPO: Dianne Dearoaier8 
Sissetort-Wahpaton Oyate 
POBox907 
SisNton, SO 57262 

1.CMInMn: Ron Hill Horae ..Thunder 
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe 
POBoxO 
Ft. Yates. NO 58638-0622 

ce with enclosure: 

THPO: W'" Win Young 
standing Rock ...TrIbe 
Tribal HIstorIc·PreseMdicm 0I'fI0e 
PO Box 0 
Fort Yates, NO 58538 

8. ChIIIhMIr. RotJert COurnoyer 
Yankton Sioux· Tt1be 
PO Box 248 
Marty, SO 57361"'()248 

Mandan
t. CIJeIt'tnM: ..... LeYinp 

1 .... , ArIkMI Nation 
Three AtrIiIted T.... 
404 FronIIII8e Fleed 
New Town, NO 58783 

ce with encIoaure: 

1lI'O: Perry IracIy 
MIIndM. Hldlll.' AI'Ik.-a Nation 
Tht'ee AftII.... Tribes 
404 Frontage ..... 
New T~ NO 58763 

11. ~••: TWla Mlrtfrt..Kekabah, 
Turtle Mountafn Band or ChIppewa 
P.O.Box800 
Belcourt, NO 58316 



==~•."a"Jl'f.'
flO··...,.,........,. 

11• • alp••••m'"Paw... 
~PO_.....,... 
FOttT""""' .... 

1a,. ILlI'." 11l.aiIlW.....:PO_• ..,......... 




15. Chainnan: Richard Brannan 
Northem Arapaho Tribe 
PO Box 217 
Fort Washakie, WY 82514 

cc with enclosure: 

THPO: Jo Ann White 
PO Box 1182 
Fort Washakie, WY 82514 

16. Chalnnan: Ivan Posey 
Eastem Shoshone Tribe 
PO Box 538 
Fort Washakie, WY 82514 

cc with enclosure: 
THPO: Arlen Shoyo 
PO Box 538 
Fort Washakie, WY 82514 
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u.s. Nuclear Regulatory Commission is 

Soliciting Comments on Issues to consider for the Preparation of 


A Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 

For the Proposed Powertech Inc. Dewey-Burdock Uranium 


Recovery Facilities to be Located near Edgemont, South Dakota 

in Custer and Fall River Counties 


The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has received an application from 
Powertech (USA) (Powertech) to construd and operate the Dewey-Burdock Projad in-situ 
uranium recovery (ISR) facility to be located near Edgemont, South Dakota in Custer and Fall 
River counties. ISR is a process by which a solution is injaded through wells into a uranium­
bearing ore in order to oxidize and dissolve the uranium, which is then pumped in solution to the 
surface. The final produd of the proposed Dewey-Burdock Projed ISR facilities would be 
"yellowcake," concentrated uranium in the form of U30 S , which would be transferred to another 
facility for enrichment and eventual processing into fuel fot nuclear power readors. 

The NRC has the regulatory authority for licensing and inspading ISR facilities in the 
U.S. As a part of its review of the Powertech license application, the NRC is preparing a 
Supplemental Environmentallmpad Statement (SEIS) to analyze the environmental impacts of 
granting Powertech's license request. In June 2009, the NRC published a Generic 
Environmentallmpad Statement (GElS), which addresses on a programmatic basis, the 
potential environmental impacts from the construdion, operation, aquifer restoration. and 
decommissioning of ISR facilities. The NRC will use the GElS to prepare the Dewey-Burdock 
Projed SEIS. incorporating by reference the relevant sadions of the GElS and supplementing 
the GElS evaluations with site-specific analyses as necessary. 

Members of the public are encouraged to be Involved with the Dewey-Burdock Projad 
SEIS by providing comments for the NRC to consider when determining the scope of the 
review. The public Is also invited in accordance with 10 CFR 51 and 36 CFR 800, the 
Implementing regulation for Sedion 106 of the National Historic Preservation Ad, to submit 
comments regarding potential impacts of historic property in the proposed projed area. 
Comments received will enhance the SEIS by ensuring that it includes a range of considerations 
that take into account the views of the public. Typical comments might relate to topics such as 
alternatives to the proposed adion as well as information that should or should not be 
considered within the review. Send comments via email to: 
Dewey-Burdock SEIS CommentS@nrc.gov. Written comments can be mailed to Chief. Rules 
and Diredives Branch. Mail Stop TWB 5B01 M, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001. Please note Docket No. 40-9075 when submitting comments. 
Comments will be accepted for a thirty day period, ending on Wednesday, March 3, 2010. 
Once comments have been reviewed and the environmental analysis is complete. the Draft 
SEIS will be made available for public comment. 

The NRC public webpage for the Dewey-Burdock Projed. including links to the 
Powertech license Application and Environmental Report. is located at http://www.nrc.govlinfo­
finderlmaterialsiuraniumlaPOs-in-reviewldewey-burdock-new-aPO-revlew.html. If you do not 
have internet access, contad the NRC Public Document Room (PDR) reference staff at 1-800­
397-4209 for assistance. 

http://www.nrc.govlinfo
mailto:CommentS@nrc.gov

