
June 14, 2010 
 

EA-10-081 
 
 

NOTICE OF SIGNIFICANT LICENSEE MEETING 
PREDECISIONAL ENFORCEMENT CONFERENCE 

 
THIS MEETING IS OPEN TO PUBLIC ATTENDANCE 

 
 

Name of Licensee:  Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) 
 
Names of Facilities:  National Health Physics Program (NHPP) 

                        North Little Rock, Arkansas 
 

G.V. (Sonny) Montgomery VA Medical Center Jackson, 
Mississippi  

 
VA Medical Center Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, Ohio  
 
VA Medical Center 
Minneapolis, Minnesota  
 
VA Puget Sound Health Care System 
Seattle, Washington  
 
VA Sierra Nevada Health Care System  
Reno, Nevada  
 
Samuel S. Stratton VA Medical Center 
Albany, New York  
 
VA New York Harbor Healthcare System 
Brooklyn, New York  
 
VA Boston Healthcare System 
Boston, Massachusetts 
 
VA Medical Center 
Washington, District of Columbia  
 
VA Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System 
Los Angeles, California  
 
VA Medical Center 
San Francisco, California 
 
VA Medical Center 
Durham, North Carolina  
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Hunter Holmes McGuire VA Medical Center 
Richmond, Virginia 
 

Docket No.:   030-34325 
License No.:    03-23853-01VA 
 
Date and Time of Meeting: Wednesday, June 30, 2010 
    1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. (CST) 
 
Location of Meeting:  U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission  
    Region III 
    Main Conference Room 
    Room B2002 
    2443 Warrenville Road, Suite 210 
    Lisle, Illinois  60532-4352 
 
Teleconference:  Contact NRC Meeting Contacts 
 
Purpose of Meeting:  Predecisional Enforcement Conference to discuss the three 

apparent violations identified during the extent of condition 
inspections conducted between October 8, 2008  and  
April 24, 2009, at the thirteen VA facilities with active prostate 
brachytherapy programs; and the results of the reactive inspection 
conducted on December 8-12, 2008 at the DVA’s NHPP to 
evaluate their response to the multiple prostate brachytherapy 
medical events at the Philadelphia Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center.  This conference is being held to obtain information to 
assist the NRC in making an enforcement decision.  The 
conference will provide an opportunity for the licensee to provide 
their perspective on the facts and findings, and any other 
information that they believe the NRC should take into 
consideration in making an enforcement decision.   

 
Meeting Category: This is a Category 1 Meeting.  The public is invited to observe this 

meeting and will have one or more opportunities to communicate 
with the NRC after the business portion, but before the meeting is 
adjourned.  In addition, interested members of the public can 
participate in this meeting via a toll-free audio teleconference.  For 
details, please call the NRC meeting contacts.  The NRC’s Policy 
Statement, “Enhancing Public Participation on NRC Meetings,” 
effective May 28, 2002, applies to this meeting. The policy 
statement may be found on NRC website, www.nrc.gov, and 
contains information regarding visitors and security.   

 
Meeting Contacts:  Cassandra Frazier 
    Senior Health Physicist 
    (630) 829-9830 
    Cassandra.Frazier@nrc.gov 
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    Darrel Wiedeman 
    Senior Health Physicist 
    (630) 829-9808 
    Darrel.Wiedeman@nrc.gov 
 
NRC Attendees: Mark A. Satorius, Regional Administrator, Office of the Regional 

Administrator (ORA), Region III 
Steven A. Reynolds, Director, Division of Nuclear Materials Safety 
(DNMS), Region III 
James Luehman, Deputy Director, Licensing and Inspection 
Support Directorate, FSME 
Steven Orth, Enforcement/Investigations Officer, Enforcement and 
Investigation Coordination Staff, ORA, Region III 
Patricia Lougheed, Senior Enforcement Specialist, Enforcement 
and Investigation Coordination Staff, ORA, Region III 
Susanne Woods, Senior Enforcement Specialist, Office of  
Enforcement 

    Jared Heck, Regional Counsel, Region III 
Patricia Pelke, Chief, Materials Licensing Branch, DNMS,  
Region III 
Others, as designated 

 
Licensee Attendees: Frank Miles, Associate Chief Officer, Office of Patient Care 

Services 
Charles Anderson, M.D., Ph.D., Chair, VA National Radiation 
Safety Committee 
Michael P. Hagan, M.D., Ph.D., Director, National Radiation 
Oncology Program 
Gary Williams, Director, National Health Physics Program 
Edwin M. Leidholdt, Jr., Ph.D., Program Manager, National Health 
Physics Program 
Thomas E. Huston, Ph.D., Program Manager, National Health 
Physics Program 
Others, as designated 

 
NOTES: Advanced registration for this meeting is encouraged; please call 

the meeting contacts by COB June 25, 2010.  The NRC provides 
reasonable accommodation to individuals with disabilities where 
appropriate.  If you need a reasonable accommodation to 
participate in this meeting, or need this meeting notice or other 
information from the meeting in another format (e.g. braille, large 
print), please notify the NRC meeting contacts no later than seven 
business days prior to the meeting.  In regards to parking, it 
should be noted that parking will be available at the RIII Office.  
Please note that sufficient time should be allowed for security 
check-in upon entrance to the building.  Attendance at this 
meeting by other than those listed above should be made known 
by COB June 25, 2010, via telephone to the NRC meeting 
contacts. 
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Enclosure Agenda 
 
Reference: ADAMS Accession No. for Reactive Inspection Report:  

ML101440380 
 ADAMS Accession No. for Confirmatory Action Letter: 

ML082880717 
 ADAMS Accession No. for Meeting Notice: 

ML101650788 
 
 
 
 
  Approved by:  /RA/ ______________ 

Patricia J. Pelke, Chief 
    Materials Licensing Branch
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Enclosure Agenda 
 
Reference: ADAMS Accession No. for Reactive Inspection Report:  

ML101440380 
 ADAMS Accession No. for Confirmatory Action Letter: 

ML082880717 
 ADAMS Accession No. for Meeting Notice:   

ML101650788 
 
 
 
 
  Approved by:  /RA/ ______________ 

Patricia J. Pelke, Chief 
    Materials Licensing Branch 
 
DISTRIBUTION: 
Susan Bagley, Region III 
Coordinator, OEDO 
Docket File 
RidsSECYMailCenter 
OCA 
B. Borchardt, EDO 
M. Virgilio, DEDMRT 
R. Zimmerman, OE 
N. Hilton, OE 
S. Woods, OE 
C. Marco, OGC 
M. Itzkowitz, OGC 

C. Miller, FSME 
C. Carpenter, FSME 
M. Burgess, FSME 
S. Xu, FSME 
J. Foster, FSME 
D. Howe, FSME 
E. Brenner, OPA 
H. Bell, OIG 
M. Williams, OCFO 
D. Holody, RI 
C. Evans, RII 
W. Jones, RIV 

M. Satorius, RIII 
C. Pederson, RIII 
P. Louden, RIII 
V. Mitlyng, RIII 
P. Chandrathil, RIII 
J. Lynch, RIII 
P. Pelke, RIII 
P. Lougheed, RIII 
OEMAIL 
OEWEB 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DOCUMENT NAME:  G:\Work in progress\PEC-NOTICE OF SIGNIFICANT LICENSEE MEETING.docx  

 Publicly Available  Non-Publicly Available  Sensitive  Non-Sensitive 
To receive a copy of this document, indicate in the concurrence box "C" = Copy without attach/encl "E" = Copy with attach/encl “N" = No copy 

OFFICE RIII DNMS  RIII DNMS  RIII  RIII  

NAME CFFrazier: jm PJPelke   

DATE 06/14/10 06/14/10   

 OFFICIAL RECORD COPY

 



Enclosure 
 

Meeting Agenda 
Predecisional Enforcement Conference 
Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) 

Wednesday, June 30,, 2010 
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. (CST) 

 
Topic            Lead 

 
Welcome and Opening Remarks       NRC 
 
Discussion of Enforcement Policy       NRC 
 
Description of Apparent Violations and Areas of Concern    NRC 
 
Response to Apparent Violations and Areas of Concern    LICENSEE 
 
Caucus          NRC 
 
Clarifying Questions         NRC 
 
Closing Remarks         LICENSEE 
 
Enforcement Process Next Steps       NRC 
 
Closing Remarks         NRC 
 
Questions to NRC Following Meeting Closure     Public 
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