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NRC BEGINS SPECIAL INSPECTION AT BRUNSWICK NUCLEAR PLANT 
 

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has dispatched a Special Inspection Team to the 
Brunswick nuclear power plant, operated by Progress Energy near Southport on the southeastern 
coast of North Carolina. The team will review the circumstances associated with an event 
classified as an Alert at the plant on June 6. 
 

On Sunday, June 6, the Brunswick plant declared an Alert due to the discharge of halon 
gas, a fire suppressant, into the basement of the emergency diesel generator building. There was 
no fire at the facility and both units continued operation without interruption. Plant operators 
declared the Alert – the next to the lowest of NRC’s emergency classifications for commercial 
nuclear plants – within the time required by NRC regulations. However, the activation of the 
plant’s Emergency Response Organization was significantly delayed, as was the initiation of the 
plant’s Emergency Response Data System. 

 
The Alert was terminated after about 4½ hours when operators had restored normal 

atmospheric conditions in the diesel generator building. No one was injured during the incident. 
 
The NRC’s Special Inspection Team is composed of two region-based inspectors. The 

team will review the circumstances surrounding the event and the licensee’s ensuing actions that 
led to the delay in activating their emergency response organization.  
 

The special inspection began Wednesday, June 9 and is expected to be completed this 
week. The NRC will issue a report within 45 days of the completion of the inspection. 

 
 

### 
 

News releases are available through a free listserv subscription at the following Web address:  
http://www.nrc.gov/public-involve/listserver.html. The NRC homepage at www.nrc.gov also offers a SUBSCRIBE 
link. E-mail notifications are sent to subscribers when news releases are posted to NRC's Web site. 
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