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06/09/2010 
 
Re: NUREG-1937 
 
Chief, Rulemaking, Directives, and Editing Branch 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 
 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
As a local resident of Matagorda County, the site of the proposed STP expansion for units 
3 and 4, I wish to make the following comments regarding the Draft E.I.S, NUREG-
1937: 
 
The Draft EIS is deficient in its evaluation of socioeconomic impacts regarding 
employment rates, poverty, and benefits for the local community.  The construction of 
units 1 and 2 did not have the positive effects on our community alleged in the EIS in 
Section 4.  There is no consideration or acknowledgment of the additional social stressors 
associated with a large-scale construction project in a small community such as increased 
crime rates, insufficient jail space, increased need for law enforcement personnel, 
classroom space, and hospital beds and increased demand on social services such as 
housing assistance and other welfare programs necessary to accommodate a large 
transient worker population.  Each of these negative impacts were experienced during 
construction of units 1 and 2 and the influx of unemployed persons, largely spouses and 
family of new employees, caused Matagorda County’s unemployment rate to skyrocket 
throughout the construction period and should be anticipated for the construction period 
of units 3 and 4 as well.   
 
The EIS is deficient in its evaluation of surface water issues which are especially 
important in Matagorda County as keeping sufficient freshwater inflow to our delicate 
bay and estuary system assures the success of not only the commercial and recreational 
fishing industries, but also overall health of the Gulf which are all dependent on the 
aquatic reproduction based at or near Matagorda County.  The LCRA-SAWS (Lower 
Colorado River Authority-San Antonio Water System) is touted as being one solution to 
the shortage of river water; desalinization is another.  The LCRA-SAWS project was 
officially canceled long before the draft EIS was released and should not, therefore, be 
considered part of the solution for the water shortage 
(http://www.lcra.org/water/facts.html).  The predicted rise in sea level due to climate 
change will push brackish water even further inland, exacerbating the effects of loss of 
freshwater inflow (Draft NUREG-1937, 2-15). 
 
The EIS is deficient in addressing ground water issues as well.  Much rhetoric is available 
in the document about Texas’ ground water ownership and STP’s having already 
purchased enough to supply their needs, but it is also clear that more future water rights 
have been sold than will be physically available. 
 



In the case of both ground water and surface water issues, the EIS asserts that because 
Texas has rights of ownership which STP has already purchased, the issues are resolved.  
This is not a thorough or sufficient visitation or resolution of these issues.  To claim that 
STP has purchased water that, by its own admission doesn’t exist (Draft NUREG-1937, 
2-33, 2-133) is preposterous. Secondly, no sense of social justice can be preserved when 
a community is being told that it can rely on a defunct inter-municipal agreement 
(LCRA-SAWS) combined with undeveloped, super expensive futuristic technology 
(desalinization) to meet its most base needs such as drinking water. 
 
The EIS is deficient because it fails to consider the combined effects of ongoing 
subsidence, frequent flooding due to tropical weather and rising sea levels.  For both the 
units and the community, the cumulative effect of these could mean both would 
eventually be below mean sea level. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to share my concerns and observations. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Susan Dancer 
P.O. Box 209 
Blessing, Texas 77419 
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