
 
 

May 27, 2010 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO: Doug Weaver, Deputy Director 

Licensing and Inspection Directorate 
Division of Spent Fuel Storage and Transportation, NMSS 

 
FROM:   Kimberly Hardin, Senior Project Manager /RA/ 

Licensing Branch 
Division of Spent Fuel Storage and Transportation, NMSS 

 
SUBJECT:  SUMMARY OF APRIL 15, 2010, MEETING WITH DOE/NNSA AND DOT 

TO DISCUSS THE GLOBAL THREAT REDUCTION INITIATIVE AND 
THE FOREIGN RESEARCH REACTOR PROGRAM 

 
Background 
 
Staff and management met with DOT staff and DOE/NNSA staff on April 15, 2010.  This 
meeting was an informational exchange interagency meeting and, therefore, was not 
announced as a public meeting.  The purpose of the meeting was to introduce the DOE/NNSA 
contacts to SFST’s new management team and to provide an overview of DOE’s Global Threat 
Reduction Initiative (GTRI) and, in particular, the Foreign Research Reactor (FRR) Program that 
is a subset of the GTRI.  Additionally, the status of current and expected short term reviews was 
discussed. 
 
NRC reviews the transportation packages to support the FRR Program.  Some packages used 
are domestically approved packages and some are DOT approvals of foreign packages that we 
review for DOT.  The foreign package approvals are funded through an interagency agreement 
(IA) with DOE for the FRR Program.  
 
The meeting attendance list is provided as Enclosure No. 1. 
 
Discussion 
 
Chuck Messick from DOE/NNSA described the GTRI and the FRR Program.  The GTRI was 
formed to reduce threats from high risk nuclear and radiological material around the world.  One 
goal of this program is to remove high enriched foreign research reactor (FRR) spent nuclear 
fuel (HEU) from around the world and secure the material in the U.S.  Since 2004, more than 
280,000 kg of U.S. origin HEU has been returned to the U.S.  The scope of the FRR program 
has now been expanded to include non U.S. origin HEU if it is considered a threat. 
Chuck shared with us his recent experience removing the last of the HEU from Chile in 
February and March 2010.  While there in February, an earthquake hit.  Many problems were 
encountered as a result, including power loss and last minute re-routing of the shipment.  The 
final outcome was a huge success and was written about in Time magazine and reported on by 
ABC news.  SFST staff performed a review of the Model No. NAC-LWT package (a domestic 
package) to authorize this shipment.  
 
The President has identified, in a speech in April 2009, that the risk of nuclear terrorism as the 
most immediate and extreme threat to global security and called for an international four-year 



D. Weaver     - 2 - 
 
  
effort to secure vulnerable nuclear material, and announced his intent to host a Nuclear Security 
Summit.  The Washington Nuclear Security Summit took place April 12 and 13, 2010. Chuck 
discussed with SFST staff some of his experience with having two position papers that were 
accepted on the agenda.  His papers expressed the need to have cooperation by the French 
and German authorities to get approved transportation packages in a timely manner.  Chuck 
has since informed staff of his intent to more than double the monetary resources of the IA. 
 
Chuck also discussed the need to discuss an accelerated review approach for the Model No. 
TN-MTR with The French Competent Authority and NRC staff to help support necessary 
shipments for the next few years.  He would like to coordinate this meeting in France as soon as 
he can get it arranged.  The cost for NRC participation would be covered under the IA. 
 
Finally, staff from SFST, DOT and DOE/NNSA discussed a summary of program activities to 
date as well as any future plans or initiatives. 
 
A copy of the presentation slides is provided as Enclosure No. 2. 
 
TAC No. LA0098 
 
Enclosures: 
1.  Meeting Attendees 
2.  Presentation Slides 
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April 15, 2010, Public Meeting  
Between DOE/NNSA, DOT and 

the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
 

MEETING ATTENDANCE LIST 
 

 Vonna Ordaz   NRC/SFST 
Ray Lorson   NRC/SFST 

 Doug Weaver   NRC/SFST 
Eric Benner   NRC/SFST 
Kim Hardin   NRC/SFST 
Michele Sampson  NRC/SFST 
Dan Huang   NRC/SFST 

 Chuck Messick   DOE/NNSA 
 Chris Landers   DOE/NNSA 
 Mike Conroy   DOT 
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