
From: Staab, Christopher 
Sent: Friday, May 21, 2010 3:55 PM 
To: Shuler, James 
Subject: RE: NRC Response - S-300 RAI (attached) 
 
Jim, 
 
Ok, we will target a July 8 CoC issuance date.  I will let you know once our schedule is 
approved. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Chris 
 

From: Shuler, James [mailto:James.Shuler@em.doe.gov]  
Sent: Friday, May 21, 2010 3:54 PM 
To: Staab, Christopher 
Subject: NRC Response - S-300 RAI (attached) 
 
Due to the unexpected nature of the S300 RAI questions, DOE, LANL and the subcontractor 
(AREVA), were not ramped up to perform new thermal and plutonium metallurgy/ pyrophoricity 
analysis within the meager 6 working days allotted.  We were prepared for RAIs related to 
criticality and shielding, not thermal and structural which were previously approved. 
 
For these RAIs, several hours of new LS-Dyna modeling are necessary to address the crush test 
analysis issue.  And due to the thermal questions/concerns, a near complete re-write of Chapter 
3, “Thermal Evaluation” is also necessary.  These are no small tasks, but we feel each concern 
(as well as the other minor issues) can be addressed satisfactorily – just not that soon. 
 
Therefore, we will not be able to supply a response to these RAIs or the “broad review of the 
entire S300 SAR” by May 21 (today) as requested in the RAI letter from Eric Benner.  June 18 is 
a safe date for our full RAI response with a revised SAR, but if all goes well, we hope to submit 
sooner.  
 
Thanks! 
 
Dr. James M. Shuler 
Manager, DOE Packaging Certification Program 
 
U.S. Department of Energy 
Office of Packaging and Transportation 
EM-45, CLOV-2047 
1000 Independence Ave., SW 
Washington, DC 20585 
301-903-5513 
301-903-9770 (fax) 
James.Shuler@em.doe.gov 
http://rampac.energy.doe 
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