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ROBERT MENENDEZ : 528 SinaTE HART OFFiCH BURLING

WAGHINGTON. DC 20510
FRSEY
NEW JFFSe 1202) 224-4704

COMMI) 'FES; Onr GaTEWAY CENTER
BaNKING, HOUSING, AND URRAN 11TH FLOOR

Wnited States Senate o

ENERGY AND NATURAL REEOURCES
208 WriTe HNRSE PIKE

FinaNCE WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3005 . Surr 10-18
Fonetsn RELATIONS . BM?‘;;;;%’, -NB; 5?’48007
May 20, 2010
The Honorable Lisa Jackson - 7 ‘ ‘The Honorable Gregory B. Jaczko
Administrator , Chairman
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Ariel Rios Building Mail Stop 0-16G4 '
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W, - Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Washington, D.C. 20460
Dear Administrator Jackson and Chairman Jaczko:

Tn light of recent reports that indicate that radioactive water from the Oyster Creek nuclear power
plant has reached a major underground aquifer that supplies drinking water to much of the
southem New Jersey region, | am writing to request that you investigatc this matter further and
conduct water tests.

In April 2009, the NRC granted a new 20-year license to the Oyster Creek plant, the nation’s
oldest commercial nuclear reactor plant. Several days Jater, radioactive-water leaks from
underground pipes at the plant were found. The contaminated water is tainted with tritium which
has been Jinked to cancer if it is ingested or absorbed through the skin in large amounts. What
makes this incident especially worrisome and troubling is that radioactive water leaks were
found a year ago, and it is apparent that the plant owner, Exelon Corporation, has not executed
sufficient plans to contain this contaminated water, Further, this water is now moving toward the
region’s water source. This is unacceptable.

Without a full investigation, we will not be able to ascertain the extent of the contamination and
determine the necessary and proper steps the plant operator, the NRC and the EPA need to take
10 halt the spread of this contaminated water. Protecting our region’s water source is a priority.
Thousands of families and children trust that the water they use in their homes, schools, and
places of husiness are safe to drink and use. Protecting clean water and ensuring a better quality
of life for our communities, families, and children is pivotal. | Jook forward to your prompt
response. :

Sincerely,

ROBERT MENENDEZ
United States Senat6r
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