
 
 
 
 
NOTE TO:  FILE  
 
DOCKET NO:  71-9313  
 
SUBJECT:  5/20/10, 11:00AM, CONFERECE CALL WITH TRANSNUCLEAR TO 

DISCUSS THEIR RESPONSES TO THE STAFF’S SECOND ROUND 
REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING THE 
MODEL NO. TN-40 TRANSPORTATION PACKAGE. 

  
Participants:  NRC/NMSS/SFST  Transnuclear, Inc.  

Meraj Rahimi   Don Shaw 
David Tang   Steve Streuker 
Gordon Bjorkman  Peter Shih 
Bob Tripathi   Raheel Haroon 

       Jeff Gagne 
    Huan Li 
     
 

DISCUSSION: 
 
 
The purpose of the telephone conference call was for the staff to ask some clarifying questions 
on the TN’s revised LS DYNA fuel drop analysis.  The staff indicated that it appears the 
appropriate gap sizes between the fuel and the axial cavity boundary of the packaging have not 
been included in analyzing the effect of the 30-foot drop on the fuel and the packaging.  In 
addition, the variability in the wood properties used for the impact limiters have not been 
considered in the analyses.  Furthermore, the yield strength used for cladding material appears 
to be on the high side.  The staff also reminded TN about how all these analyses for TN-40 are 
referenced in the MP-197 application, and it’s very important the issues are addressed in a 
comprehensive and a defensible manner.  TN agreed to examine the staff’s questions from this 
conference call and let the staff know an appropriate time for TN to explain their position in a 
public meeting.  After the conference call, the staff provided TN with a copy of a published paper 
(“The Effect of Gaps on the Impact Response of Cask Closure Lid,” 20th International 
Conference on Structural Mechanics in Reactor Technology, Espoo, Finland, August 2009) 
which provides more information on the gap subject.  
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