
From: Hardin, Kimberly
Sent: Monday, May 17, 2010 2:32 PM
To: Soto, Soly
Subject: FW: Heavy Can Spacer ES-3100

-----Original Message-----
From: Shuler, James [mailto:James.Shuler@em.doe.gov]
Sent: Friday, October 16, 2009 10:15 AM
To: Hardin, Kimberly
Cc: Liu, Yung Y.; Bennett, Marvin
Subject: Heavy Can Spacer ES-3100

Some observations for your personal use.

Based on comments made by Nancy and others at NRC and the fact they 
hardly ever require 
major/minor changes to the SAR/SARP; NRC is not really concerned if the 
SAR does not match 
the CoC.  The CoC is the legal document that must be followed.  NRC 
apparently thought an off 
the shelf can was okay for this function of the packaging design, so 
they will probably not issue a 
notice or letter. 

The drawing of the Heavy Can Spacer Assembly for the current DOE CoC and
NRC CoC does 
not say if the can is carbon steel or stainless steel.  The drawing 
sends you to a stock can that is 
available from Freund Container.  The drawing give dimensions of the can
and says it is stock 
number 5051 or equal.  According to Jeff Aribital that specification is 
for a carbon steel can from 
Freund Container.  I think Bud was calling the company to confirm that 
this is a carbon steel can.  
I went to their web site and was not able to find stock number 5051 
metal can.  While the SAR 
that the current NRC CoC and DOE CoC are based on states that this is a 
stainless steel can 
(Page 1-22, Section 1.2.3.4 Shipping Configuration, first paragraph); 
both the DOE and NRC 
CoCs state the "Heavy Can Spacer" must be in accordance with the 
drawing.  Since the drawing 
does not require a stainless steel can, the carbon can meets the 
requirement of the existing 
CoCs.  NRC (Nancy) has made the point that NRC does not approve SAR and 
that the CoC is 
the main document.  We at DOE PCP, go to great lengths to make sure the 
SARP, Drawings 
and CoC match, so in a way a DOE CoC does approve a SARP.

The revised SARP for the new contents states both in the text and on the
drawing that cans can 
be carbon steel or stainless steel and do not reference the Freund 
Container.

BWXT Y-12 has stated they have addressed this problem and will only use 
stainless steel after 
they go through the original order of 5,000 of these carbon steel cans. 



Since we have a DOE 
CoC, DOE can review this on our own and determine if the BWXT Y-12 fix 
is adequate to allow 
the use of the remaining carbon steel cans or require them to use 
stainless steel cans for the 
DOE CoC.  NRC may not consider this a problem. 

Jim Shuler
Manager, DOE Packaging Certification Program

U.S. Department of Energy
Office of Packaging and Transportation
EM-45, CLOV-2047
1000 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC 20585
301-903-5513
301-903-9770 (fax)
James.Shuler@em.doe.gov
http://rampac.energy.doe
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