May 17, 2010

MEMORANDUM TO: Catherine Haney, Director
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards

FROM: Lawrence E. Kokajko, Director /RA/
Division of High-Level Waste Repository Safety

SUBJECT: SAFETY EVALUATION REPORT FOR DISPOSAL OF HIGH-
LEVEL WASTES IN A GEOLOGIC REPOSITORY AT YUCCA
MOUNTAIN, NEVADA; VOLUME 1: GENERAL INFORMATION

Your concurrence is requested by June 1, 2010, for the attached Volume 1 of the Safety
Evaluation Report (SER) for Disposal of High-Level Wastes in a Geologic Repository at Yucca
Mountain, Nevada. Your authorization is requested to publish the document in the NUREG
series.

Volume 1 of the SER presents the results of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
staff’s review of the general information provided in the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)
license application, dated June 3, 2008, and revised February 19, 2009, for the construction of a
geologic repository at a geologic repository operations area at Yucca Mountain, Nevada. The
staff concluded that DOE has adequately described the proposed repository, and adequately
summarized the work done to characterize the Yucca Mountain site.

The NRC staff's safety review of the license application is still underway, and subsequent
Volumes 2-5 of the SER will document the results of staff’s review of and safety-related
conclusions about the Safety Analysis Report included in DOE’s license application. The
issuance of the SER in segments is consistent with the plan and schedule provided to the
Commission on March 27, 2009, (ML090570013) and confirmed to the Atomic Safety and
Licensing Board (CABO04) at the September 14, 2009, and January 27, 2010, prehearing
conferences.

The Office of General Counsel (OGC) has reviewed Volume 1 and OGC comments have been
resolved by staff. Concurrent with this request, OGC is being requested to provide a
determination of no legal objection regarding the content of this document. While | do not
anticipate any changes by OGC, if there are changes, | will notify you.

Enclosure:
1. Safety Evaluation Report for Disposal of High-Level Wastes in a Geologic Repository at
Yucca Mountain, Nevada; Volume 1: General Information
2. NRC Form 426
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