May 25, 2010

Durwood H. Hickson
P.O. Box 8913
Handley Station

Fort Worth, TX 76124

Dear Mr. Hickson:

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), | am writing you regarding your
letter dated February 17, 2010, addressed to President Barack H. Obama with copies to other
elected representatives. You suggested that nuclear power plants be constructed on Federal
lands. You also indicated your belief that if such authority could be given, then many of the
regulatory requirements demanded by many of our small counties or cities could be kept to a
minimum, and the stations could be built in a much shorter time frame.

The NRC'’s mission established by Congress is the review and regulation of all commercial
nuclear power plant construction and operation in the United States. The agency’s regulatory
process and all applicable NRC regulatory requirements will apply regardless of where the
construction of a commercial nuclear power plant is proposed. Because all our regulatory
requirements still apply, the agency does not foresee that the time to complete all of the NRC’s
actions would be appreciably shortened if an applicant proposed to build a commercial nuclear
power plant on Federal land. The use of Federal lands by private entities may even add to the
complexity of reviews under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, because both the
NRC and the other Federal land manager would have to take an action. Private entities on
Federal lands may not be exempt from compliance with the myriad of other Federal, State, local,
or Tribal Nation requirements.

Public involvement is a key element in all of the NRC’s reactor licensing processes. The NRC
recognizes the public’s interest in the safe regulation of nuclear activities and provides
opportunities for citizens and stakeholders to participate in meetings and regulatory proceedings,
to ask questions about nuclear regulation, and to make their opinions known. Information about
the NRC licensing process for new reactors and opportunities for public involvement can be
found at http://www.nrc.gov/reactors/new-reactors.html.

Thank you for your interest in nuclear power regulation. | hope that this information is useful to
you. If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Frank Akstulewicz, Deputy Director for
Licensing Operations at (301) 415-1199, or via e-mail at Frank.Akstulewicz@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Michael R. Johnson, Director
Office of New Reactors
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