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The staff notes that General Design Criterion (GDC) 2, “Design Bases for
Protection Against Natural Phenomena,” of Appendix A, “General Design Criteria
for Nuclear Power Plants,” to Title 10, Part 50, of the Code of Federal
Regulations (10 CFR Part 50), “Domestic Licensing of Production and Utilization
Facilities” (Ref. 1), requires that “nuclear power plant structures, systems, and
components (SSCs) important to safety must be designed to withstand the
effects of earthquakes without loss of capability to perform their safety functions”
(emphasis added). The staff notes that important to safety is a more broad
category than safety-related. The DCD includes the design commitment that
“Safety-related equipment is not located in this area.”

Based on this design commitment, the staff can not conclude that GDC 2 is met
because the scope of important to safety is larger than safety-related. The
commitment must be expanded to include the adverse effects on SSCs important
to safety or the system must be designed to meet GDC 2. Please revise the
DCD to address GDC 2 and components that are important to safety.



