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Good morning Chairman Carper and members of the Subcommittee.  
 
I thank the Committee for supporting my confirmation as commissioner. I was sworn in on April 
23, and I have been on the job for about a week and a half.  
 
I also thank you for holding today’s meeting to examine the NRC’s core principles of good 
regulation (independence, openness, efficiency, clarity, and reliability) and how the NRC is 
meeting these principles in licensing new reactors and oversight processes of the current nuclear 
fleet. I’d like to add a few thoughts about the ways in which risk information contributes to these 
core principles.  
 
Risk information has been crucial in the development of a successful reactor oversight process. It 
focuses our attention on items important to safety and allows us to respond to inspection findings 
in a way that is commensurate to their safety significance. This process has clearly contributed to 
openness, efficiency, clarity, and reliability.  
 
We are currently considering proposals for the development of risk-informed and performance- 
based revisions to the oversight process for fuel cycle facilities. Thus, the Commission may be 
able to advance the principles of good regulation through greater use of risk information and 
analysis in the oversight of these facilities also.  
 
In the context of licensing new reactors, an important activity that deserves to be mentioned is 
the interaction of our staff with the Department of Energy to develop a licensing plan for the 
Next Generation Nuclear Plant (NGNP for short). As reported to Congress in 2008, this licensing 
process is to be risk-informed and performance-based to the extent justified by the quality and 
completeness of the associated NGNP design-specific probabilistic risk assessment. This effort is 

 

 

NRC NEWS 

U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
Office of Public Affairs              Telephone: 301/415-8200 

Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 
E-mail: opa.resource@nrc.gov 

Site: http://www.nrc.gov 
 

 

No. S-10-014 
 



to be a significant step toward meeting the direction of the Energy Policy Act to “develop risk-
based criteria for any future commercial development of a similar reactor architecture.” It could 
also contribute to the development of a technology-neutral licensing process, which could make 
future licensing more effective and efficient.  
 
Thank you. 
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