
  
 
 

June 17, 2010 
 
 
 
Mr. Reid Nelson, Director 
Office of Federal Agency Programs 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Old Post Office Building  
1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 803 
Washington, DC  20004  
 
SUBJECT: SECTION 106 CONSULTATION AND NOTIFICATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF 

THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR THE PROPOSED 
GENERAL ELECTRIC – HITACHI LASER – BASED URANIUM ENRICHMENT 
FACILITY NEAR WILMINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA 

 
Dear Mr. Nelson: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff is reviewing an application submitted by 
General Electric-Hitachi (GEH) Global Laser Enrichment LLC (GLE) for a license to construct 
and operate a uranium enrichment facility on the existing General Electric Company site near 
Wilmington, North Carolina (Wilmington Site).  The facility, if licensed, would use a laser-based 
technology to enrich the isotope uranium-235 in uranium hexafluoride (UF6) up to 8 percent by 
weight for use in fuel for nuclear power plants.  As part of the review of the proposed action, the 
NRC has prepared the enclosed Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) (NUREG-1938). 
The DEIS includes analysis of relevant environmental issues, including potential impacts to 
historic and cultural resources, and documents the NRC staff’s determination regarding the 
environmental impacts from the construction, operation, and decommissioning of the proposed 
uranium enrichment facility. 
 
By letter dated September 1, 2009, the NRC staff notified the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation that it will comply with its obligations under Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, (NHPA) using the process set forth in Title 36 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations (36 CFR) 800.8© in lieu of the procedures set forth in 36 CFR 
800.3 through 36 CFR 800.6.  Pursuant to 36 CFR 800.8©, the NRC staff is using the 
preparation of the DEIS required by the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended, 
(NEPA), to comply with its obligations under Section 106 of the NHPA. 
 
The NRC staff conducted an environmental audit of the site in May 2009 and has reviewed 
historic and archaeological records.  The NRC staff also contacted 16 Native American Tribes, 
Nations, or organizations identified as having potential interest in the proposed undertaking. To 
date, two groups have responded.  One indicated they had no connection to the area and the 
other indicated they had no objection to the project, but would like to be contacted if inadvertent 
discoveries are made. 
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The NRC staff has determined that the Area of Potential Effects (APE) for the proposed facility is 
the area at the proposed uranium enrichment facility site and the immediate environs that may 
be directly or indirectly impacted by NRC-authorized construction, operation, and 
decommissioning of the proposed facility.  The APE for the proposed facility was originally 
identified as 107 hectares (265 acres) of the 656 hectare (1621 acre) Wilmington site.  On 
November 13, 2009, GLE submitted Supplement 2 to its environmental report to revise the 
proposed facility entrance and roadway to the Wilmington Site to satisfy safety concerns from 
North Carolina Department of Transportation.  The revised APE for the proposed GLE facility 
includes approximately 106 hectares (263 acres) of the 656 hectare (1621 acre) Wilmington site.  
 
The APE is influenced by the limitation of the scale and nature of the NRC undertaking which 
does not include most of the ground disturbing activities which constitute “preconstruction” 
activities.  Many of the activities required to build a uranium enrichment facility do not fall within 
NRC’s regulatory authority and, therefore, are not “construction” as defined by the NRC.  Such 
activities are referred to as “preconstruction” activities in 10 CFR 51.45©.   
 
In the context of NEPA, under which the DEIS was prepared, the NRC staff’s preliminary 
determination is that the cumulative impact on historical and archaeological resources from the 
construction, operation, and decommissioning of the proposed uranium enrichment facility at the 
Wilmington site would be small to moderate.  The impacts are expected to be small to moderate 
because no National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)-eligible sites are expected to be 
affected by the undertaking.  The impacts may range to moderate because operations at the 
proposed GLE facility could affect the historic site 31NH801 if the facility or roads and ancillary 
structures associated with the facility are expanded in the future.  In a June 2, 2009 letter, the 
North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) asked to review the measures that will 
be taken by GLE to ensure protection and preservation of site 31NH801 from future ground-
disturbing activities.  Consultation between the NRC, the North Carolina SHPO, and GLE is 
ongoing.  Impact levels could be reduced to small if a plan for site 31NH801 is developed and 
implemented. 
 
For the purposes of NHPA 106 consultation pursuant to 36 CFR 800.8, the NRC concludes with 
a finding of no historic properties affected because no NRHP-eligible sites have been identified 
within the APE. 
 
In accordance with our letter dated September 1, 2009, the NRC staff is forwarding the DEIS for 
your review and comment.  Pursuant to 36 CFR 800.8©, the NRC staff is requesting your 
comments on the DEIS, and, specifically, on the preliminary conclusions regarding historic and 
cultural resources.  The NRC staff will address your comments in the final environmental impact 
statement, thus completing consultation under Section 106 of the NHPA with the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation regarding the GEH license application.  Please provide any 
information, comments, or concerns you may have on the DEIS during the comment period, 
which ends August 9, 2010.  Comments should be submitted either by mail to the Chief, Rules 
and Directives Branch, Division of Administrative Services, Office of Administration, Mailstop 
TWB-05-B01M, Washington, DC  20555-0001, or by e-mail to GLE.EIS@nrc.gov .
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The NRC staff plans to hold two public meetings to discuss the analysis and results of the DEIS 
on Thursday, July 22, 2010, in Ballroom 5 of the Warwick Center at the University of North 
Carolina, Wilmington, North Carolina, 28403.  The first meeting will convene at 2:30 p.m. and will 
continue until 5:00 p.m., as necessary.  The second meeting will convene at 7:30 p.m., with a 
repeat of the overview portions of the first meeting, and will continue until 10:00 p.m., as 
necessary.  The meetings will be transcribed and will include the following agenda items:  (1) a 
brief presentation summarizing the NRC licensing review, (2) a presentation of the contents of 
the DEIS, and (3) an opportunity for interested government agencies, organizations, and 
individuals to provide comments on the draft report.  Additionally, the NRC staff will host informal 
discussions 1 hour before the start of each meeting during which members of the public may 
meet and talk with NRC staff members informally.  You and your staff are invited to attend. 
 
If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact Ms. Jennifer Davis, 
Senior Environmental Project Manager, by phone at 301-415-3835, or by e-mail at 
Jennifer.Davis@nrc.gov. 
  

Sincerely, 
      

/RA/ 
      
      

Kevin Hsueh, Chief 
      Environmental Review Branch B 
      Environmental Protection 
        and Performance Assessment Directorate 
      Division of Waste Management 

    and Environmental Protection 
  Office of Federal and State Materials 

        and Environmental Management Programs 
 
Docket No.:  70-7016 
 
Enclosure:   
Draft EIS 
 
cc:  See next page 
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Doug Springer/CFRW    Cameron Weaver/NCDENR 
Stephen Rynas/NCDENR    Emily Hughes/USACE 
Jennifer Braswell/New Hanover County  Lee Cox/NCDENR 
Christopher O’Keefe/New Hanover County  David Weaver/New Hanover County 
Lafayette Atkinson/NCOSH    Julie Olivier/GEH 
Mathew Allen/GEH     Jerald Head/GEH 
 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


