
 
 
 
 

May 27, 2010 
 
 
Ms. Mary Riemersma, Executive Director 
California Association of Marriage 
    and Family Therapists 
7901 Raytheon Road 
San Diego, CA  92111   
 
Dear Ms. Riemersma: 
 
I am responding to your correspondence submitted to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC) on March 24, 2010.  In your correspondence, you requested that the NRC amend its 
regulations in Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) 26.187(b) to add marriage 
and family therapists (MFT) as substance abuse experts.   
 
We have carefully reviewed your request and conclude that the information provided does not 
meet the Commission=s criteria under 10 CFR 2.802(c) for a petition for rulemaking.  We 
recommend that you provide further clarification of your petition, for the following reasons: 
 
The petition does not include a description of your interest in the requested action. 
 
The petition does not provide information regarding the requirements for becoming an MFT.  
One of the requirements for a substance abuse expert (SAE) under 10 CFR Part 26 is that the 
SAE have certain credentials (e.g., a licensed physician, or a licensed or certified social worker 
[see 10 CFR 26.187(b)]).  The petition does not provide details about whether MFTs have the 
extensive education, training, or supervised clinical experience that are prerequisites for 
obtaining the professional credentials necessary to qualify as an SAE under 10 CFR Part 26.  
Without this information, the NRC staff cannot determine whether MFTs are as professionally 
qualified as the licensed or certified professionals listed in 10 CFR 26.187(b). 
 
The arguments for changing our regulations as requested rely, in part, on California law.  
Although NRC could write its regulations to apply to licensees in only certain states, that 
generally would not be the most efficient regulatory approach to addressing an issue.  The 
petition does not include information regarding MFTs on a national scale. 
 
The petition does not include the source for "Industry Comment 2" and the NRC's supposed 
response to that comment, which are referenced in the petition. 
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Accordingly, if you wish for the NRC to consider your request further, you must supplement your 
correspondence of March 24, 2010, to meet the minimum content requirements for a petition for 
rulemaking.  This information must be received by the NRC within 90 days of the date of this 
letter, or your request will not be docketed as a petition for rulemaking. 
 
Please note that 10 CFR 2.802 sets forth the provisions governing petitions for rulemaking.  I 
have enclosed a copy of the regulations for your convenience.  The regulations pertaining to the 
petition process may also be found online at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/cfr. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Cindy Bladey, Team Leader, Rulemaking Team, 
Rules, Announcements, and Directives Branch, by calling 301-492-3667 or toll-free  
1-800-368-5642, or by e-mail to Cindy.Bladey@nrc.gov. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 /RA Darren Ash for/ 
 
 
 R. W. Borchardt 
 Executive Director 
   for Operations 
  
Enclosure: 
As stated 
 
cc:  David G. Jensen, J.D. 
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