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1. Project Description 
 
The Combined Operating License (COL) application for the construction and operation of two 
AP-1000 reactors (designated Units 3 and 4) at the Vogtle Electric Generating Plant in 
Waynesboro, Georgia was submitted by Southern Nuclear Operating Company (“applicant”) to 
the NRC on March 31, 2008.   The COL application referenced an Early Site Permit (ESP) 
application that had been docketed but not yet issued, as per 10 CFR 52.26(c).  The ESP, 
however, was issued on August 26, 2009. 
 
2. Audit Basis 
 
On March 12, 2010, the applicant submitted a new and significant evaluation pursuant to 10 
CFR 51.50(c)(1) to acquire backfill material from areas not previously analyzed by the NRC 
staff.  While the regulations do not require an applicant to submit information associated with its 
new and significant analysis, the applicant must maintain the information on-site in an auditable 
format.  The NRC staff, after its initial review of the applicant’s submittal, determined that the 
information provided was not adequate to complete its environmental review and analysis 
without conducting a site audit.  The audit will assist the staff in determining whether the 
additional actions taken by the applicant would results in new and potentially significant impacts 
different from those described within the ESP FEIS. Additionally, the staff plans on conducting 
informal discussions with resource agencies to determine if additional consultation is warranted. 
 
3. Audit Scope and Objectives 
 
The NRC staff will conduct an audit over a two and one half day period to inform its 
environmental review, analysis, and documentation of the applicant’s action as part of the 
development of its supplemental environmental impact statement.   
 
The objectives for the NRC staff are: 
 

• NRC staff and contractor’s travel to and from site 
• Site tour of areas identified by the applicant to be impacted by its backfill operations (1 

full day) 
• Review and evaluation of the applicant’s new and significant analysis to determine 

whether additional information may be requested by the staff to complete its 
environmental review (1 full day)  

• Conduct of informal discussions with resources agencies (GDNR, FWS, and SHPO) to 
identify if consultation is warranted (1/2 day) 

 
4. Information and Other Materials Necessary for the Audit 
 
NRC staff needs to review the following documentation prior to the audit: 
 

• Review SNC new and significant evaluation for additional onsite backfill areas 
(ML100750038) 

• Review SNC Use of Category 1 and Category 2 Backfill Material form Additional Onsite 
Areas (ML101120089) 
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5. Team Assignments 
 

Audit Area Staff 
Project Management Mallecia Sutton – NRC 

Mark Notich-NRC 
Michael Sackschewsky-PNNL 

Terrestrial Ecology Nancy Kuntzleman – NRC 
Amanda Stegen – PNNL 

Cultural Resources Tara O’Neil 

 
 
6. Audit Schedule 
 
The audit schedule is attached in this plan. 
Supplement reading material is attached in this plan. 
 
 
7. Logistics 
 
The audit will be conducted at Plant Vogtle in Waynesboro, GA from May 3, 2010 to May 6, 
2010.  May 3, 2010, and May 6, 2010 will be travel dates. 
 
 
8. Deliverables 
 
The primary deliverable for this audit will be the site audit report.   Other deliverables may 
include additional information submitted by SNC in response to staff questions.  If any additional 
information is determined to be needed, the schedule for submission by SNC will be 
documented in the site audit report. 
 
9. Product 
 
The staff will issue a site audit report.   If new and potential significant information is found as it 
relates to the onsite backfill and transportation of the material to the site, the staff will 
incorporate the information in its Supplement Environmental Impact Statement.    
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Plant Vogtle COL 
On Site Backfill Audit 
5/3/2010 – 5/6/2010 

 
Monday, May 3, 2010 
 
PM  Travel day for all participants 
 
 
Tuesday, May 4, 2010 

 
AM  6:45 am - Meet in lobby of Wingate Inn, travel to Plant Vogtle site 
 
  8:00 am – Introductory meeting and general discussion on SNC’s  
  9:00 am – Site Tour (NOI 25) 
 
PM  12:00 pm – Lunch 
 
  1:00 pm – Site Tour (NOI 28)  
 
  3:30 pm – NRC staff debrief meeting after site tours  
 
  4:30 pm – meeting with SNC to discuss any concern from the day’s   
              activities and plan for next day activities.  
 
Wednesday, May 5, 2009 
 
AM  6:45 am - Meet in lobby of Wingate Inn, travel to Plant Vogtle site 
 
  8:00 am – general meeting for announcements, schedule or logistics   
                             changes 
 
  8:30 am – review SNC documentation and process on evaluation for additional    
onsite backfill areas  
 
PM  12:00 – Lunch 
 
  1:00 pm – Review of SNC transportation of backfill  
 
  3:30 pm – NRC staff debrief meeting,  
 
  4:30 pm – close out meeting with SNC      
 
Thursday, May 6, 2009 
 
AM  Conduct informal consultation with resources agencies 
PM   Travel day for all participants 
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