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April 29, 2010

Ms. Lauren Richardson
40 Waterside Plaza, Apt 4M
New York, NY 10010

Dear Ms. Richardson;

Thank you for your letter to President Obama regarding the licensing of nuclear power plants. |
deeply apologize for the extreme delay in responding, as your letter was routed through several
layers of government before it reached my desk.

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission takes very seriously its mission to protect public health
and safety when licensing the civilian use of radioactive materials, such as the uranium fuel at
nuclear power plants.

The NRC only reviews applications to renew a nuclear power plant’s operating license if the
application meets our standards for providing relevant information. The NRC did refuse to
review one application until the plant completely re-did its work. If the agency accepts an
application, we also regularly ask a great many questions to ensure we have the information we
need to determine whether the plant deserves a renewed license. If an applicant successfully
answers the NRC’s questions, the agency is legally required to issue the renewed license.

A nuclear power plant must continue to meet the NRC’s requirements whether or not it has a
renewed license, so it must inspect, maintain and repair its systems regularly. When the NRC
considers a renewed license, we check the plant’s ability to deal with the effects of aging on its
systems. We will only issue a renewed license if we are convinced the plant can keep its
systems operating safely.

Please feel free to contact me at scott.burnell@nrc.gov if you have any further questions.

Sincerely,
/RA/

Scott Burnell
Public Affairs Officer
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